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An authentic Copy of the CHARTER granted by their 
| Majeſties King William and Queen Mary, to the 
Inhabitants of, the Province of the Maſſachuſetts 

Bay, in New England. 4 mm} 


 - TE JILLIAM and Mary, by the grace of God, of Eng- 
land, Scotland, France, and Ireland, King and 
Queen, defenders of the faith, &c. To all to whom 

theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting, Whereas his late Ma- 
jeſty King James the Firſt, our royal predeceffor, by his let- 
ters patents under the great ſeal of England, bearing date at 
Welke inſter the third day of November, in the eighteenth year 
of his reign, did give and grant unto the council eſtabliſhed at 
Plymouth, in the county of Devon, for the planting, ruling, 
ordering, and governing of New- England, in America, and 
to their ſucceflors and aſſigns, all that part of America lying 
and being in breadth from forty degrees of northerly latitude, 
from the equinoCtial line, to the forty- eighth degree of the ſaid 
northerly latitude, incluſively, and in length of and within 
all the breadth aforeſaid, throughout all the main lands, from 
ſea to ſea, together alſo with all the firm lands, ſoils, grounds, 
havens, ports, rivers, waters, fiſhings, mines, and minerals, 
as well royal mines of gold and ſilver, as other mines and mi- 
nerals, precious ſtones, quarries, and all and ſingular other 
commodities, juriſdictions, royalties, privileges, franchiſes, 
and prehemfinences, both within the ſaid tract of land 
upon the main, and alfo within the iſlands and ſeas adjoin- 
ing. Provided always, that the ſaid lands, iſlands, or any | 
the premiſſes, by the ſaid letters patents intended and meant 
to be granted, were not then actually poſſeſſed or inhabited 
N other Chriſtian prince or ſtate, or within the bounds 
limfts, or territories of the ſouthern colony, then before 
nted by the ſaid late King James the Firſt, to be 
_ planted by divers of his der in the ſouth parts. 134 
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have and to hold, poſſeſs and enjoy, all and ſingular the 
aforeſaid continent, lands, territories, iſlands, hereditaments, 
and precincts, ſeas, waters, fiſhings, with all and all man- 
ner of their commodities, royalties, liberties, preheminences, 


and profits, that ſhould from thenceforth ariſe from thence, 


with all and ſingular their appurtenances, | and every part 
and parcel thereof, unto the ſaid council, and their ſucceſ- 
ſors and aſſigns, for ever, to the ſole and proper uſe and be- 
nefit of the ſaid council, and their ſucceſſors and aſſigns, for 
ever: to be holden of his ſaid late Majeſty, King James the 
Firſt, his heirs and ſucceſſors, as of his manor of Eaſt- 
Greenwich, in the county of Kent, in free and common ſoc- 
Cage, and not in capite, nor by knights ſervice, Yielding 
and paying therefore to the ſaid late King, his heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors, the fifth part of the ore of gold and ſilver, which 
ſhould, from time to time, and at all times then after hap- 
pen, to be found, gotten, had, and obtained, in, at, or with- 
in any of the ſaid lands, limits, territories, or precincts, or 
in, or within any part or parcel thereof, for or in reſpect of 
all and all manner of duties, demands, and ſervices whatſo- 
ever, to be done, made, or paid to the ſaid late King James 
the Firſt, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 2 in and by the ſaid let- 
ters patents, amongſt ſundry other clauſes, powers, privileges, 
and grants therein contained, more at large appeareth). 
And whereas the ſaid council eſtabliſhed at Plymouth, in the 
county of Devon, for the planting, ruling, ordering, and go- 
verning of New-England, in America, did, by their deed 
indented under their common ſeal, bearing date the nine- 
teenth day of March, in the third year of the reign of our 
royal grandfather King Charles the Firſt, of ever bleſſed me- 
mory, give, grant, bargain, ſell, infeoff, alien, and confirm 
to Sir Henry Roſwell, Sir John Young, Knights, Thomas 


Southcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott, and Simon. 


Whetcombe, their heirs and aſſigns, and their aſſociates, 
for ever, all that part of New England, in America afore- 
ſaid, which lies and extends between a great river there, 
commonly called Monomack, alias Merimack, and a certain 
other river there, called Charles River, being in a bottom of 
a certain bay there, commonly called Maſſachuſets, alias 


— Mattachuſetts, alias Maſſatuſetts Bay, And alſo, all and | 


_ fingular thoſe lands and hereditaments whatſoever, lying 
within the ſpace of three Engliſh miles, on the ſouth part of 
the ſaid Charles River, or of any and every part thereof. * | 
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alſo, all and ſingular the lands and hereditaments whatſoever, 


lying and being within the ſpace of three Engliſh miles to the 
ee of the ſouthermoſt part of the ſaid bay called Mafſa- 


chuſets, alias Mattachuſetts, alias Maſſatuſetts Bay. And alfo, 


all thoſe lands and hereditaments whatſoever, which lie and be 


within the ſpace of three Engliſh miles to the northward of 


the faid river called Monomack, alias Merimack, or to the 


northward of any and every part thereof; and all lands and 
hereditaments whatſoever, lying within the limits aforeſaid, 
north and ſouth in latitude, and in breadth, and in length, 


and longitude, of and within all the breadth afbrefaid, 


throughout the main lands there, from the Atlantick and 
Weſtern Sea and Ocean on the eaſt part, to the South Sea 
on the weſt part; and all lands and grounds, place and 
places, ſoil, woods, and wood-grounds, havens, ports, 
rivers; waters, fiſhings, and hereditaments whatſoever, lying 


within the ſaid bounds and limits, and every part and par- 


cel thereof. And alſo, all iſlands lying in America aforeſaid, 
in the ſaid ſeas, or either of them, on the weſtern or eaſtern 
eoaſts or parts of the ſaid tracts of land, by the ſaid inden- 
ture mentioned to be given and granted, bargained, ſold, 


enfeoffed, aliened, and confirmed, or any of them. And 
alſo, all mines and minerals, as well royal mines of 


gold and filver, as other mines and minerals whatſoever, 
in the ſaid lands and premiſſes, or any part thereof; and 
all juriſdictions, rights, royalties, liberties, freedoms, im- 
munities, privileges, franchiſes, preheminences, and commo- 
dities whatſoever, which they the ſaid council, eſtabliſhed at 
Plymouth, in the county of Devon, for the planting, rul- 


ing, ordering and governing of New-England, in America, 


then had, or might uſe, exerciſe, or enjoy, in or within the 
ſaid lands and premiſſes, by the ſame indenture mentioned to 
be given, granted, bargained, ſold, enfeoffed, and confirm- 
ed, in or. within any part or parcel thereof. To have and 
to hold the ſaid part of New-England, in America, which 


lies and extends, and is abutted, as aforeſaid, and every part 
And parcel thereof; and all the ſaid iſlands, rivers, ports, 


havens, waters, fiſhings, mines, minerals, juriſdictions 
franchiſes, royalties, liberties, privileges, commodities, hi 
reditaments, and premiſſes whatfoever, with the appurtenan- 
des, unto the ſaid Sir Henry Roſwell, Sir John Young 
Thomas Southcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott, ani 


Simon Whitcombe, their heirs and affigns, and their afſoci- 
1 8 85 5 — ates 
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ng Charles the irſt, his heirs and ſucceſſors, as of his ma- 


| nor of Eaſt-Greenwich, in the county of Kent, in free and 


common ſoccage, and not in capite, nor by knights ſervice ; 
nelding and paying therefore, unto. our ſaid royal grandfa- 
„his heirs and. ſucceſſors, the fifth part of the ore of gold 
and ſilver, which ſhould, from time to time, and at all times 
hereafter, happen to. be found, gotten, had, and obtained in 
any of the the ſaid lands within the ſaid limits, or in or within 
any part thereof, for and in ſatisfaction of all manner of du- 
ties, demands, and ſervices whatſoever, to be done, de, 


or paid to our ſaid royal grandfather, his heirs and ſugcel⸗ - 


ſors, (as in. Nas by the ſaid recited indenture may more at 


his letters patents, under the great ſeal. of England, 
ing date at Weſtminſter the fourth day of March, in the 


fourth year of his reign, for the. conſideration therein men- 
tioned, did grant and confirm unto the ſaid Sir Henry Roſ- 
m4 "Sir John Loung, Thomas Southcott, John Hum- 
Pghreys, John Endicott, and Simon Whetcombe, and to 


i Kir aſſociates after named, viz. Sir Richard Saltenſtall, 


w Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard 
Richard Bellingham, Nathanial Wright, Samuel 
TH Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, 


: 1 hn Brown, Samuel Brown, Thomas Hutchins, William 


|, William Pincheon, and George Foxcroft, their 


3 — afligns, all the ſaid part of New-England, in 


rica, lying and extending between the bounds and li- 
Wits. 1 * Had indenture expreſſed, and all lands and 
gun 85 a 


and places, ſoils, wopds, and wood grounds, 
Havens, ports, rivers,. waters, mines, minerals, juriſdie- 


tioi rights, rayalties, liberties, freedoms, immunities, 


priv ileges, franchiſes, preheminences, and hereditaments 
whatſoey "bargaineds, ſold, e and confirmed, or 
mentioned or inten ded, to be given, * gays . | 


d, enfeoffed, 1 and confirmed to them 
Henry Roſwell, wy John Tg, Thomas Southcott, 
reys, J Eadiaott, and Simon a 


their 


r, to FR 1 and abſolute uſe and behoof 
for oe Sir Henry PE, Sir. John Young, Thomas. 
_ Southcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott, and Simon 
3 Franke, 8 heirs and aſſigns, and their aſſociates, for 


e fo. holden of our ſaid r royal grandfather, 
1 


— 92 nepfant. And whereas our ſaid royal grandfather, in 


night, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Mat- 


] 
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their heirs and affigns, and to their aſſociates, for ever," by 
__ ſaid recited indenture, To have and t hold the faid = 
part of New-England, in America, and other the premiſſts 
thereby mentioned to be granted and confirmed, and every 
part and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances, to the ſaid = 
Sir Henry Roſwell, Sir John Young, Sir Richard Saltenſtall, 
Thomas Southcott, John Humphreys, John Endicatt, 
8 Iſazc Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, Jahn 
Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe 
Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel 
Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, . mm Eaton, Thomas 
Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Brown, Samuel Brown, 
Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſſall, William Pinchson, 
and George Foxcroft, their heirs and aſſigns, for euer, to 
their only proper and abſolute uſe and behapf, for eyermare: 
to be holden of our ſaid royal grandfather, his heirs and-ſuc- 
ceſſors, as of his manor of Kaſt-Greenwich aforeſaid, in free 
and common ſoccage, and not in capite, nor — ſer- 
vice; and alſo yielding and paying therefore, to our ſaid ro- 
al grandfather, his beirs and ſucceſſors, the fifth part only of 
all the ore of gold and ſilver which, from time to time, and at 
all times after, ſhould be there gotten, had, or obtained, for 
all ſervices, exactions, and demands whatſoever, according 
to the tenor and reſervation in the ſaid recited. indenture ex- 
preſſed. And further, our ſaid royal grandfather, by the ſaid 
Jetters patents, did give and grant unto the ſaid: Sir: Henri 
Roſweil, Sir John Young, Sir Richard Saltenſtall, Thomas 
Southcott, John Humphreys, John Endicott, Simon Whet- 
combe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Matt- 
thew CrailJock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard 
Ferry, Tuben Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, 'Samwel 
Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, 
John Brown, Samuel Brown, Thomas Hutphins, William 
Vaſial, William Pincheon, and George Foxcroft, their heirs 
and aſſigns, all that ſaid part of New-Englarid, in America, 
which lies and extends between a great river there, common- 
ly called Monomack, alias Merimack River, and a certain 
other river there, called Charles River, being in the bottom 
of a certain hay there, commonly called Maſſachuſets, alias 
Mattachuſetts, alias Maſſatuſetts Bay; and alſo all and fin- 
gular thoſe lands and hereditaments whatſoever, lying with- 
un the ſpace of three Engliſh-miles, on the ſauth part. of the 
laid river called Charles River, or of any or every pet 
1 | | 1 thereof. 
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thereof. And alſo, all and fingular the lands and heredita- 
ments whatſoever, lying and being within the ſpace of three 


| Engliſh miles to the ſouthward of the ſouthermoſt part of 


the ſaid bay called Maſſachuſets, alias Mattachuſetts, alias 
Maſſatuſetts Bay. And alfo, all thoſe lands and heredita- 
ments whatſoever, which lie and be within the. ſpace of 
three Engliſh miles to the northward of the ſaid river called 
Monomack, alias Merimack, or to the northward of any 


and every part thereof, and all lands and hereditaments what- 


ſoever, lying within the limits aforeſaid, north and ſouth in 
Jatitude, and in breadth, and in length, and longitude, of 


and within all the | breadth aforeſaid throughout the main 


lands there, from the Atlantie or Weſtern Sea and Ocean on 
the eaſt part to the South Sea on the weſt part; and all lands, 
grounds, place and places, ſoils, woods, and wood-lands, 


| Havens, ports, rivers, waters, and hereditaments whatſoe- 


ver, lying within the ſaid bounds and limits, and every part 

and parcel thereof. And alſo, all iſlands in America afore- 
ſaid, in the ſaid ſeas, or either of them, on the weſtern or 
eaſtern coaſts or parts of the ſaid tracts of lands, thereby 
mentioned to be given and granted, or any of them; and 


all mines and minerals, as well royal mines of gold and ſilver, 


as other mines and minerals whatſoever, in the ſaid lands 
and premiſſes, or any part thereof; and free liberty of fiſh« 
ing in or within any of the rivers or waters within tlie 
bounds and limits aforeſaid, and the ſeas thereunto adjoin- 
ang; all fiſhes, royal fiſhes, whales, balene, ſturgeon, and 
other fiſhes of what kind or nature ſoever, that ſhould at 
-any time thereafter be taken in or within the ſaid ſeas or 
waters, or any of them, by the ſaid Sir Henry Roſwell,” Sir 
John Young, Sir Richerd Saltenſtall, Thomas Southcott, 
John Humphreys, John Endicott, Simon Whetcombe, 


Iſaac Jobnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Matthew 


Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell; Richard 
Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vaſ- 
fall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, I homas Adams, 
2 Brown, Samuel Brown, Thomas Hutchins, William 
Vaſſall, William Pincheon, and George Foxcroft, their 
Heirs. or aſſigns, or by any other perſon or perſons whatſoe- 
ver there inhabiting, by them, or any of them, to be ap- 

pointed to fiſh therein. Provided always, that if the ſaid 
— iſlands, or any the premiſſes before- mentioned, and 
by the ſaid letters patents laſt mentioned, intended, and 
e | | | meant 
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meant to be granted, were, at the time of the granting of the 
ſaid former 2 patents, dated the third day of November, 


in the eighteenth year of the reign of his late Majeſty, King 


James the Firſt, actually poſſeſſed or inhabited by any other 
chriſtian prince or ſtate, or were within the bounds, limits, 
or territories of the ſaid ſouthern colony, then before granted 
by the ſaid K ing, to be planted by divers of his loving ſub- 
jects in the ſouth parts of America, That then the ſaid grant 
of our ſaid royal grandfather ſhould not extend to any ſuch 


1 5 parts or parcels thereof, ſo formerly inhabited or lying 


within the bounds of the ſouthern plantation as aforeſaid; 
but as to thoſe parts or parcels, ſo poſſeſſed or inhabited by 
any ſuch Chriſtian prince or ſtate, or being within the boun- 
daries aforeſaid, ſnould be utterly void. To have and to 
hold, poſſeſs and enjoy, the ſaid parts of New-England, in 
America, which lie, extend, and are abutted, as aforeſaid, 
and every part and parcel thereof; and all the iſlands, rivers, 
ports, havens, waters, fiſhings, fiſhes, mines, minerals, ju- 
_ riſdictions, franchiſes, royalties, liberties, privileges, com- 
modities, and, premiſſes whatſoever, with the appurtenances, -. 
unto the ſaid Sir Henry Roſwell, Sir John Young, Sir 
Richard Saltenſtall, Thomas Southcott, John Humphreys, 
John Endicott, Simon Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel 
Alderſey, John Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Har- 
wood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Belling= 
ham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, 
Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Brown, Samuel 
' Brown, Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſlall, William 
Pincheon, and George Foxcroft, their heirs and aſſigns, for 


ever; to the only proper and abſolute uſe and behoof of the 


ſaid Sir Henry Roſwel}, Sir John Young, Sir Richard 
Saltenſtall, Thomas Southcott, John Humphreys, John 
Endicott, Simon ' Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel 
Alderſey, John Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, 
Increaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, 
Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, 
Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Brown, Samuel 
| youu Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſſall, William 
Pincheon, and George Foxcroft, their heirs and aſſigns, for 
evermore, to be holden of our ſaid royal grandfather, his 
heirs and ſucceſſors, as of his manor of Eaſt Greenwich, in 


_ the county of Kent, within the realm of England, in free 
and common ſoccage, and not in capite, nor by knights ſer- 
N | | VICE 
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vice; and alſo yielding and paying therefore, to dur ſaid royal 
grandfather, his heirs and ſucceflbrs, the fifth part only of 
alt the ore of gold and ſilver, which; from time to time, and 
at all times hereafter,” ſhould be gotten, had, or obtained, 
ſor all ſervices, exactions, and demands whatfoever. Pro- 
vided always, and his Majeſty's expreſs will and meaning 
was, That only that one fifth part of all the gold and ſilver 
ore above mentioned, in the whole, and no more, ſhould be 
anſwered, reſerves, or payable unto our ſaid royal grandfa- 
ther, his heirs and ſucceſſors, by colour or virtue of the ſaid 
laſt mentioned letters patents, the double reſervations or re- 
eitals aforeſaid, or any thing therein contained notwithſtand- 
ing. And to the end that the affairs and buſineſs which, 
from time to time; ſhould happen and atiſe concerning the ſaid 
lands, and the — of the ſame, might be the better 
manage and ordered, and for the good government thereof, 
our ſaid royal grandfather, King Charles the Firſt, did, by 
his ſaid letters patents, create and make the ſaid Sir Henry 
 Rofwell, Sir John Young, Sir Richard Saltenſtall, Thomas 
Seutheott, John Humphreys, John Endicott, Simon Whet- 
combe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Mat- 
thew Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard 
Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel 
Vaſik1; and Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas 
Adums, John Brown, Samuel Brown, Thomas Hutchins, 
Wihiam Vaſſall, William Pincheon, and George Foxcroft, 
ant all fuck others as ſnould thereafter be admitted and made 
free of the company and ſociety therein after mentioned, i 
One body corporate and politic in fact and name, by tje 
A boy cor- nante of the Governor and Company of the Maſſachuſetts 
Bay, in New England; and did grant unto them, and their 
ſgcceflors, divers powers, liberties, and privileges, as in and 
by the ſaid letters patents ma” more fully and at large appear. 
And whereas the faid governor and company of che Maſſa- 
chuſetts Bay, in New-England, by virtue of the ſaid letters 
f patents, aid ſettle a colony of the _— in the faid parts of 
55 America, and divers good ſubjects of this kingdom, encou- 
raged and invited by the ſaid letters patents, did tranſport 
themſelves and their effects into the ſame, whereby the faid 
plantation did become very populous, and divers counties, 
towns; and places, were created, erected, made, and ſet 
forth, or deſigned, within the ſaid parts of America, by these 
ſai governer and company, for the time being. And 


father, King Charles the Firſt, bearing date at Weſtminſter, 


e * 
— e 
. 


THE MASSACHUSETTS BLS. 3 


whereas, in the term of the Holy Trinity, in the dir 
ſixth year of the reign of our deareſt uncle, King Charles the The firſt 


: | iven in our court of chancery; charter va- 
Second, a judgment was given in n bi 


= then fitting at Weſtminſter, upon a writ of fare facias judgment in 


brought and proſecuted in the faid court againſt the gover- chancery, 


nor and company of the Maſſachuſetts Bay, in New _ anno 1684. 


land; and that the ſaid letters patent of our ſaid royal gran 


the fourth day of March, in the fourth year of his reign, 


be made and granted to the ſaid governor and company of the 


Maſſachuſetts Bay, in New-England, and the enrollment of 
the ſame, ſhould be cancelled, yacated, and annihilated, and 
ſhould be brought into the ſaid court to be cancelled, (as in 


and by the ſaid judgment, remaining upon record in the ſaid. 


court, doth more at large appear). And whereas ſeveral The agents 


perſons employed as agents in behalf of our ſaid colony of of that cos 


lony petiti- 


the Maſſachuſetts Bay, in New-England, have made their ond ts te 


humble application unto us, that we would be gracioully reineorpo- 


pleaſed, dy our royal charter, to incorporate our ſubjects in rated, as 
our ſaid colony, and to grant and confirm unto them ſuch formerly. 


powers, privileges and franchiſes, as in our royal wiſdom 


ſhould be thought moſt conducing to our intereſt and ſervice, 
and to the welfare and happy ſtate of our ſubjects in New- 
England. And we being graciouſly pleaſed to. gratifie 
our ſaid ſubjets; and allo to the end our good ſubjects. 
within our colony of New-Plymouth, in New-England 
aforeſaid, may be brought under ſuch a form of govern- 


ment, as may put them in a better condition of defence; 


and conſidering as well the granting unto them, as unto our 
ſubjects in the ſaid colony of the Maſſachuſſetts Bay, our 
royal charter, with reaſonable powers and privileges, will 
much tend not only to. the ſafety but to the flouriſhing 
eſtate of our ſubjeQs in the ſaid parts of New-England, and 
alſo to the advancing of the ends for which the ſaid planta- 
tions were at firſt encouraged, of our ſpecial grace, certain 


. knowledge, and mere motion, have willed and ordained, and 


we do by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, will 


and known by the names of the colony of the Maſſachuſetts chuſetts, 
Bay, and colony of New-Plymouth, the province of Main, ke 7 qr 


the territory called Accada, or Nova Scotia; and all that tract yince of 


of land lying between the ſaid territories. of Nova Scotia, Main, No- 


and the ſaid province of Main, be erected, united, and in- Y*, Scotia, 
united, and 


corporated : and we do by theſe preſents unite, erect, and made one 
incorporate the ſame into one real province, by the name of province. 
our 


% 


and ordain, That the territories and colonies commonly called The Maſti. 
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Inhabitants 


w» —* CHARTER GRANTED TO = 


our province of the Maſſachuſetts Bay, in New-England ; 
and of our eſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere mo- 
tion, we have given and granted, and by theſe preſens, for 
us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give and grant, unto our 
good ſubjects the inhabitants of our ſaid province or terri- 


„ of the Maſſachuſetts Bay, and their ſucceſſors, all that 


and bounds part of New- England, in America, Wins and extending 
of that pro- from the great river commonly called Monomack, alias Me- 
vince.” ximack, on the north part, and from three miles northward 
of the ſaid river to the Atlantick or Weſtern Sea or Ocean 

on the ſouth part, and all the lands and hereditaments what- 
ſoever, lying within the limits aforefaid, and extending as 

far as the outermoſt points or promontories of land called 
Cape-Cod and Cape-Malabar, north and ſouth; and in lati- 
tude, breadth, and in length, and longitude, of and within 
all the breadth and compaſs aforeſaid, throughout the main 
land there, from the ſaid Atlantick or Weſtern Sea and Ocean, 

on the eaſt part, towards the South Sea, or weſtward, as far 


as our colonies of Rhode-Iſland, Connecticut, and the Nar- ö 


raganſet country. And alſo, all that part and portion of main 
land, beginning at the entrance of Piſcataway Harbour, and 
ſo to paſs up the ſame into the river of Newichwannock, - 
and through the ſame into the furtheſt head thereof, and 
from thence north-weſtward, till one hundred and twenty 
miles be finiſhed, and from Piſcataway Harbour's mouth 
aforeſaid, north-eaſtward along the ſea coaſt to Sagadohock, 
and from the period of one hundred and twenty miles afore- 
ſaid, to croſs over land to the one hundred and twenty miles 
before reckoned up, into the land from Piſcataway harbour 
through Newichwannock river; and alſo, the north-half of the 
ifles of Shoals, together with the ifles of Capawock, and Nan- 
tuckett near Cape-Cod aforeſaid ; and alſo, the lands and he- 
reditaments lying and being in the country or territory com- 
monly called Accada, or Nova Scotia ; and all thoſe lands and 
hereditaments lying and extending between the ſaid country or 
territory of Nova Scotia, and the faid river of Sagadahock, 
or any part thereof; and all lands, grounds, places, foils, 
5 woods, and wood- grounds, havens, ports, rivers, waters, 
and other hereditaments and premiſſes whatſoever, lying 
within the ſaid bounds and limits aforeſaid, and every part 


= 7 1 and parcel thereof. And alſo, all iflands and iſlets lying 


aud mine. Within ten leagues directly oppoſite to the main land, with- 
rals grant- in the ſaid bounds ; and all mines and minerals, as well royal 
ed. to the mines of gold and filver, as other mines and minerals what- 


and their ſoever 7 in the ſaid lands and premiſſes, or any part thereof, 
ſuccefiors, | Mey | : | : 
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To have and to hold the ſaid territories, tracts, countries, 
lands, hereditaments, and all and fingular other the premiſes, 
with their and every of their appurtenances, to our ſaid ſub. 
jects the inhabitants of our ſaid province of the Maſſachuſetts 
Bay, in New-England, and their: ſucceflors, to their,only 
proper uſe and behoof, for evermore : to be holden of us, our 
heirs and ſucceſſors, as of our manor of Eaſt-Greenwich, in 
the county of Kent, by fealty only in free and common ſoc 
cage: yielding and paying therefore yearly, to us, our heirs 3 ing one 
and ſucceſſors, the fifth part of all gold and filver ore, and gfth Sold 
precious ſtones, which ſhall, from time to time, and at all and filver 
times hereafter, happen to be found, gotten, had, and ob- e dc. 
tained in any of the ſaid lands and premiſſes, or within any 

part thereof. Provided nevertheleſs, and we do for us, our 


, £ - 


1 


heirs and ſucceſſors, grant and ordain, That all and every All lands, 
ſuch lands, tenements, and hereditaments, and all other eſtates, "pare 7 
which any perſon or perſons, or bodies politick or corporate, Forbes 5 
towns, villages, colleges, or ſchools, do hold and enjoy, or granted to 
ought to hold and enjoy, within the bounds aforeſaid, by or 07 town, 
under any grant or eſtate, duly made or Sunn by any — 
eneral court formerly held, or by virtue of letters patents learning, 
Ren before recited, or by any other lawful right or title confirmed, 
odies poli- 
tic and corporate, towns, villages, colleges, or ſchools, their 
reipeCtive heirs, ſucceſſors, and affigns, for ever hereafter 
held and enjoyed, according to the purport and intent of 
ſuch reſpective grant, under and ſubject nevertheleſs, to the 
rents and ſervices thereby reſerved, or made payable, any 
matter or thing whatſoever to the contrary notwithſtanding, _ — 
And provided alſo, That nothing herein contained ſhall ex- g,yjag for 
tend, or be underſtood or taken to impeach or prejudice any Samuel Al- 
right, title, intereſt, or demand, which Samuel Allen, of len's claims 
London, merchant, claiming from and under John Maſon, 
Eſq; deceaſed, or any other perſon or perſons, hath or have, 
or, claimeth, or claim, to have, hold, or enjoy, of, into, 


or out of any part or parts of the premiſſes, ſituate within 


the limits above mentioned; but that the ſaid Samuel Allen, 

and all and every ſuch perſon and perſons, may and ſhall 

have, hold, 3 enjoy the ſame, in ſuch manner (and no 

other than) as if theſes preſents had not. been or made, It | 
being our further will and pleaſure, That no grants or con- Grants or. 
veyances of any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, to any conveyan- 
towns, colleges, ſchools of learning or to any private per- _— 
ſon or perſons, ſhall be judged or taken to be avoided or want „ 
prejudiced, for or by reaſon of any want or defect of forms form, 
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12 CHARTER GRANTED TO 

| but that the ſame ſtand and remain of force, and be main- 
tained and adjudged, and have effect in ſuch manner as the 
fame ſhould or ought, before the time of the ſaid recited judg- 

ment, according to the laws and rules then and there-uſually 

practiſed and allowed. And we do further, for us, our heirs 

W and ſucceſſors, will, eſtabliſh, and ordain, That from hence- 

nors council forth for ever, there ſhall be one governor, one lieutenant or 


to conſiſt of deputy governor, and one ſecretary of our ſaid province or 


OT territory, to be, from time to time, appointed and commiſ- 


fionated by us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, and eight-and-twenty 
aſſiſtants, or councillors, to be adviſing and aſſiſting to the 
vernor of our ſaid province or territory, for the time being, 

as by theſe preſents is hereafter directed and appointed; which 
faid councillors, or affiſtants, are to be conſtituted, elected, 
and choſen in ſuch form and manner as hereafter in theſe 
preſents is expreſſed. And for the better execution of our roy- 
al pleaſure and grant in this behalf, we do, by theſe preſents, 
for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, nominate, ordain, make, 


The names and conſtitute, our truſty and well-beloved Simon Broadſtreet, 


of the firſt John Richards, Nathaniel Saltenſtall, Wait Winthrop, John 
zlliſtants. Phillips, James Ruſſel. Samuel Sewall, Samuel Appleton, 
\ Bartholomew Gedney, John Hathorn, Eliſhah Hutchinſon, 
Robert Pike, Jonathan Corwin, John Jolliffe, Adam Win- 
throp, Richard Middlecot, John Foſter, Peter Serjeant, 
3 Lynd, Samuel Hayman, Stephen Maſon, Thomas 
Hinkley, William Bradford, John Walley, Barnabas Lo- 
5 throp, ok Alcot, Samuel Daniel, and Silvanus Davis, Eſqrs, 
the firſt and preſent councillors or aſſiſtants of our ſaid pro- 
To conti - vince, to continue in their ſaid reſpective offices of truſts, of 
aue until councillors or affiſtants, until the laſt Wedneſday in May, 
—__ 1693s which ſhall be in the year of our Lord one thouſand fix hun- 
others are dred ninety-three, and until other councillors or aſſiſtants 
choſen by ſhall be choſen and appointed in their ſtead, in ſuch manner 
be aſſem- as in theſe preſents is expreſſed. And we do further, by theſe 
Hes preſents, conſtitute and appoint our truſty and well-beloved 
ſaac Addington, Eſq; to be our firſt and preſent ſecretary of 

our ſaid province, during our pleaſure. And our will and 
The gover- Pleaſure is, That the governor of our ſaid province, for the 
nor with 7 the time being, ſhall have authority, from time to- time, at 
eee © his diſcretion, to aſſemble and call together the councillors, 

| ee ee e oy EEE 1 g Fe en 5 
cl. or aſſiſtants, of our ſaid province, for the time being; and 
that the ſaid governor, with the ſaid aſſiſtants, or councillors, 
or ſeven of them at the leaſt, ſnall and may, from time to 

time, hold and keep a council for the ordering and directin 

the affairs of our ſaid province, And further, we will, an 
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- by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do ordain | 
5 at That there ſhall and may be convened, held, and A general 


ent by the governor, for the time being, upon every laſt — a 
. ” the month of May, every year for ever, and be held 10 
at all ſuch other times as the governor of our ſaid province laſt Wed- 
ſhall think fit and appoint, a great and general court or aſ- 3 | 
ſembly ; which ſaid great and general court or aſſembly ſhall 3 
confifl of the governor and council, or aſſiſtants, for the time year. | 
being, and of ſuch free- holders of our ſaid province or terri- | 
tory, as {hall be, from time to time, elected or deputed by * op 
the major part of the free-holders, and other inhabitants of 
the reſpective towns and places, who ſhall be preſent at ſuch 
elections; each of the ſaid towns and places being hereby 
impowered to ele& and depute two perſons, and no more, to Two aſſem- 
ſerve for, and repreſent them reſpeCtively in the ſaid great bly men to. 


. hoſt 
and general court, or aſſembly. To which great or gene- by e e, 


ral court, or aſſembly, to be held, as aforeſaid, we do holders in 


hereby, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, give and grant full every town. 
power and authority, from time to time, to direct, ap- 
point, and declare what number each county, town, and 


place ſhall ele and depute to ſerve for, and repreſent them 
reſpectively in the ſaid great and general court, or aſſembly. 


Provided always, that no free- holder, or other perſon, ſhall 
have a vote in the election of members to ſerve in any great 
and general court, or aſſembly, to be held as aforeſaid, who, 
at the time of ſuch election, ſhall not have an eſtate of free- 


hold, in land, within our ſaid province or territory, to the 


value of forty ſhillings per annum, at the leaſt, or other 
eſtate to the value of fifty pounds ſterling; and that every 
perſon who ſhall be ſo elected, ſhall, desde Te ſit or act in the 
ſaid great and general court, or aſſembly, take the oaths 
mentioned in an act of parliament, made in the firſt year of 
our reign, intituled, An act for abrogating of the oaths 4 al- 
legiance and ſupremacy, and appointing other oaths, and there- 
by appointed to be taken inſtead of the oaths of allegiance 
and ſupremacy ; and ſhall make, repeat, and ſubſcribe the 
declaration mentioned in the ſaid act, before the governor, 
or lieutenant, or deputy governor, or any two of the aſſiſ- 
tants for the time being, who ſhall be thereunto authoriſed: 


- . 


= - and appointed by our ſaid governor : and that the governor, The gover- 


for the time being, ſhall have full power and authority, nor has 


from time to time, as he ſhall judge neceſſary, to adjourn, P.* to 


F * dj 
ee am and diſſolve all great and general courts, or aſ- 2 


ſemblies, met or convened, as aforeſaid. And our will and aud diflolve | 
pleaſure is, and we do hereby, for us, our heirs and ſucceſ- e em- 


bly, 
ſors, 
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The gover- 


ſors, grant, eſtabliſn, and ordain, That yearly, once in 
every year, for ever hereafter, the aforeſaid number of eight- 


and- twenty councillors, or aſſiſtants, ſhall be, by the gene- 


ral court or aſſembly, newly choſen; that is to ſay, eighteen 
at leaſt of the inhabitants of, or proprietors of lands, within 

0 the territory formerly called the colony of the Maſſachuſetts 
88 Bay, and four at leaſt of the inhabitants of, or proprietors of 
inhabitants lands within the territory formerly called New-Plymouth, and 
or proprie- three at the leaſt of the inhabitants of, or proprietors of land 


_— 


in New- | 
England. and one at the | 


tors of land yithin the territor formerly called the province of Main, 
4 f of the inhabitants of, or proprietors of 

Jand within the territory lying between the river of Sadaga- 

hock and Nova Scotia: and that the ſaid councillors, or aſ- 


ſiſtants, or any of chem, ſhall or may, at any time hereaf- 
ter, be removed and diſplaced from their reſpective places or 
truſt of councillors or aſſiſtants, by any great or general 
court or aſſembly; and that if any of the ſaid pang, 1th or 
aſſiſtants, ſhall happen to die, or be removed, as aforeſaid, 
before the general day of election, that then, and in every 
ſuch caſe, the great and general court or aſſembly, at their 
firſt ſitting, may proceed to a new election of one or more 


councillors, or aſſiſtants, in the room or place of ſuch coun- 
_ cilllors, or aſſiſtants, ſo dying or removed. And we do fur- 
Judges, ne- ther grant and ordain, I hat it ſhall and may be lawful for 
riffs, juſti- the ſaid governor, with the advice and conſent of the coun- 
ces, &c. to ci], or aſſiſtants, from time to time, to nominate and ap- 


be appoint- 


ed with the point Judges, commiſſioners of oyer and terminer, ſheriffs, 


conſent of provoſts, marſhals, juſtices of the peace, and ather officers, 
the gover- to our council and courts of juſtice belonging. Provided 


mo + always, That no ſuch nomination or appointment of officers 


ſeven days before ſuch nomination or appointment, unto 
ſuch of the ſaid councillors, or aſſiſtants, as ſhall be at that 


time reſiding within our ſaid province, And our will and 


What oaths Pleaſure is, I hat the governor, and lieutenant or deputy go- 
are to be ta- vernor, and councillors, or aſſiſtants, for the time being, and 
ken. all other officers to be appointed or choſen, as aforeſaid, ſhall, 

before the undertaking the execution of their offices and 


25 places reſpeCtively, take their ſeveral and reſpective oaths for 

the due and faithful performance of their duties in their ſe- 

| veral and reſpective offices and places; as alſo, the oaths 
appointed by the ſaid act of parliament, made in the firſt 


year of our reign, to be taken inſtead of the oaths of allegi- 
Aance and ſupremacy, and ſhall make, repeat, and ſubſcribe 
dhe declaration mentioned in the ſaid act, before ſuch perſon 
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be, made without notice firſt given, or ſummons ifſued out 
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SY perſons, as ate by theſe preſents herein after appointed; 
wat is to ſay, The governor of our ſaid province or territo- 
_ ry, for the time being, ſhalt take the ſaid oaths, and make, 


i 3 repeat, and ſubſcribe the declaration before the lieutenant, 
vr deputy governor, or, iu his abfenee, before any two or 
more of the ſaid perſons hereby nominated and appointed, 


the preſent councillors, or aſſiſtants, of our ſaid province or 
territory, to whom we do, by theſe preſents, give full pow- 
er and authority to give and adminiſter the fame to our ſaid 
zovernor accordingly, And after our ſaid governor ſhall be 
ny and ſhall have ſubſcribed the ſaid declaration, that 
then our lieutenant, or deputy governor for the time be- 
ing, and the councillors, or affiſtants, before by theſe 
preſents nominated and appointed, ſhall take the ſaid oaths, 
and make, repeat, and ſubſcribe the ſaid deelaration before 
our ſaid governor : and that every-ſuch perſon or perſons as 
ſhall (at any time of the annual elections, or otherwiſe upon 
death or removal) be appointed to be the new council- 
lors, or affiſtants, and all other officers to be hereafter choſen, 
from time to time, ſhall take the oaths to their reſpective of- 
fices and places belonging, and alſo the ſaid oaths appointed 
by the faid act of parliament to be taken inſtead of the oaths 
of allegiance and fupremacy, and ſhall make, repeat, and 
fubſeribe the declaration mentioned in the faid act, before the 
governor, or lieutenant governor, or any two or more coun- 
ciltors, or affiſtants, or ſuch other perſon or perſons as ſhall 
be appointed thereunto, by the eee for the time being; 
to whom we do, therefore, by theſe preſents, give full pow- 
er and authority, from time to time, to give and adminiſter 
the ſame reſpectively, according to our true meaning herein 
before declared, without any commiſſion or further warrant, 
to be had and obtained from us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, in 
that behalf. And our will and pleaſure is, and we do here- 
by require and command, I hat all and every perſon and 
perſons hereafter by us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, nominated 
and appointed to the reſpective offices of governor, or lieute- . -__. 

, 3 Bn * A The Kin 
nant or deputy governor, and ſecretary of our ſaid province v * 
or territory (which ſaid governor, or lieutenant or deputy himſelf 

gover, and ſecretary.of our ſaid province or territory, for Power to 
the time being, we do hereby reſerve full power and au- eine the 
tHority to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, to nominate and ap- ay g- 
point accordingly) ſhall, before he or they be admitted to vernor, and 
the execution of their reſpective offices, take as well the oath **=*2% 
for the due and faithful performance of the ſaid offices re- 

ſpectively, as alſo the oaths appointed by the ſaid act of par- 
e 5 „ Il ament, 
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- to be grant- 


tiament, made in the ſaid firſt year of our reign, to be ta- 
ken inſtead of the ſaid oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy, and 
ſhall alſo make, repeat and ſubſcribe the declaration appoint- 
ed by the ſaid act, in ſuch manner, and before ſuch perſons 
as aforeſaid. And further, our will and pleaſure is, and we 
do hereby, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant, eſtabliſh, 
Perfons and ordain, That all and every of the ſubjects of us, our 


8 heirs and ſucceſſors, which ſhall 0 to, and inhabit within 


Und to have Our ſaid province or territory, and every of their children 
. the privile- which ſhall happen to be born there, or on the ſeas in going 


ger er thither, or returning from thence, ſhall have and enjoy all 
2 liberties and immunities of free and natural ſubjects within 
any of the dominions of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, to all 
intents, conſtructions, and purpoſes whatſoever, as if they 
and every of them were born within this our realm of Eng- 
N land. And for the greater eaſe and encouragement of our 
loving ſubjects, inhabiting our ſaid province or territory of 
the Maſſachnletts Bay, and of ſuch as ſhall come to inhabit 
there, we do by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucce(- 
Liberty of ſors, grant, eſtabliſh, and ordain, That, for ever hereafter, 
+ here mal be a liberty of conſcience allowed in the worſhip 
ed to all of God to all Chriſtians (except papiſts) inhabiting, or which 
Chriſtians, ſhall inhabit, or be reſident within our ſaid province or ter- 
pit Pa- ritory. And we do hereby grant and ordain, that the gover- 
nor, or lieutenant, or deputy governor of our ſaid province 
or territory, for the time being, or either of 'them, or any 
two or more of the council, or aſſiſtants, for the time being, 
as ſhall be thereunto appointed by the ſaid governor, ſhall 
and may, at all times, and from time to time hereafter, 
have full power and authority to adminiſter and give the 
oaths appointed by the ſaid act of parliament, made in the 
firſt year of our reign, to be taken inſtead of the oaths of al- 
legiance and ſupremacy, to all and every perſon and perſons 
which are now inhabiting, or reſiding within our ſaid pro- 
vince or territory, or which ſhall at any time or times hereaf- 
Thegeneral ter go or paſs thither. And we do, of our further grace, 


court has s x | . - 
power to e- Certain knowledge, and mere motion, grant, eftabliſh, and 


rect judica- grdain, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, That the great and 


af ge. general court, or aſſembly, of our ſaid province or territory, 


termine all for the time being, convened as aforeſaid, ſhall for ever have 


manner of full power and authority to erect and conſtitute judicatories, 


crimes, ca- | | . 
ied 6 not and courts of record, or other courts, to be held in the name 


| capital; and Of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, for the hearing, trying, 
pleas, whe- and determining of all and all manner of crimes, offences, 


be ow pleas, proceſſes, plaints, actions, matters, cauſes, and things 
ue | : | wWhatſoever, 
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THE MASSACHUSETTS BAT. 
whatſoever; ariſing or happening within our ſaid province or 
territory; of between perſons inhabiting or refiding there, 
whether the ſame be criminal or civil, and whether the ſaid 
crimes be capital or Hot &apftal, and whether the ſaid pleas 
be real; perſonal or mixt; and for the awarding and making 
out of execution thereupon: to which courts, and judicato- 


ties, we do hereby, fot us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, give and 


grant full power and authority, from time to time, to admi- 
niſter oatlis, for the better diſcovery of truth, in any matter 


of controverſie, or depending before them. Arid we do, for 


us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant eſtbaliſh, and ordain, - 
That the governor of our ſaid province or territory, for the 

time being, with the council, or aſſiſtants; may do, execute, . 
or perform; all that is neceſſary for the probate of wills, and Wills 
granting of adminiſtrations, for, touching; or concerning 2 
any intereſt of eſtate; which any perſon or perſons ſhall have 

within our ſaid province or territory. And whereas we judge 


— 


it neceſſary, that all our ſubjects ſhould have liberty to ap- 
peal to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, in caſes that may de- 
' ſerve the ſame, we do, by theſe preſents, ordain, That in Appeals ts 


caſe either party ſhall not reſt ſatisfied with the i or 2 King in 
ſentence of any judicatories, of courts within our ſaid pro- m_ 


vince of territory, in any perſonal action; wherein the mat- 


ter in difference doth exceed the value of three hundred * ©. 


pounds ſterling, that then he or they may appeal to us; our 


heirs and ſucceffors, in our or their'privy council: provided, 
that ſuch appeal be made within fourteen days after the ſen- 


tence or judgment given; and that before ſuch appeal be al- 


lowed, ſecurity be given - the party or parties appealing, in 
value of the matter in difference, to pay or anſwer the debt . 
or damages, for the which judgment or ſentence is given 


with ſuch cofts and damages as ſhall be awarded by us, our 


heirs or ſucceſſors, in caſe the judgment or ſentence be af 
firmed, And provided alſo, That no execution ſhall be ſtaid p,c,u, 
or ſuſpended, by reaſon of ſuch appeal unto us, our heirs and not to be 
ſucceſſors, in our or their privy council, ſo as the party faid. | 
ſuing or taking out execution, do in the like manner give - 
ſecurity, to the value of the matter in difference, to make 
reſtitution, in caſe the ſaid judgment or ſentence be reverſ- 


ed or antiulled upon the ſaid appeal. And we do further; 2 a 
for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, give and grant to the ſaid court has 
| goveryee, and the great and general court or aſſembly of our oer to 


aid province or territory, for the time being, full power and 3 


authority, from time to _—y make, ordain, and eſtabliſh nant 1 4 | 


laws of 
all oglana, 
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CHARTER GRANTED TO 


all manner of. wholeſome and reaſonable orders, laws, ſta- 
tutes, and ordinances, directions, and inſtructions, either 
with penalties or without 6 as the ſame be not repugnant 
or contrary to the laws of this our realm of England) as they 
ſhall judge to be for the good and welfare of our ſaid pro-; 
vince or territory, and for the government and ordering 
thereof, and of the people inhabiting, or who ſhall inhabit 
the fame, and for the neceſſary ſupport and defence of the 
government thereof. And we do for us, our heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors, give and grant, that the ſaid general court, or aſ- 
ſembly, ſhall. have full power and authority to name and 


To name ſettle annually, all civil officers within the faid province, 


ſuch-officers excepted, the election and conſtitution of whom 
we have, by theſe preſents, reſerved to us, our heirs and ſuc- 
.ceffors, or to the governor of our ſaid province for the time 
being; and toſſet forth the ſeveral duties, powers, and limits 
of every ſuch officer, to be appointed by the ſaid general 
court or aſſembly; and the forms of ſuch oaths, not repug- 
nant to the laws and ſtatutes of this our realm of England, as 
ſhall be reſpectively adminiſtred unto, them for the execution 
of their ſeveral offices and places; and alſo, to impoſe fines, 
mulcts, impriſonments, and other puniſhments; and to im- 
poſe and levy proportionable and reaſonable aſſeſſments, 
rates, and taxes, upon the eſtates and perſons of all and 


inhabitants, every the proprietors. or inhabitants of our ſaid province or 


territory, to be iſſued and diſpoſed of by warrant, under 
the hand of the governor of our ſaid province, for the time 


the gover- being, with the advice and conſent of the council, for our 


ſeryice in the neceſſary defence and ſupport of our govern- 
ment of our ſaid province or territory, and the protection 
and preſervation of the inhabitants there, according to ſuch 


Mall then acts as are, or ſhall be in force within our ſaid province; 
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*and-to diſpoſe of matters and things, whereby our ſubjects, 
inhabitants of our ſaid province, may be revel: peace- 
ably, and civilly governed, protected, and defended, fo. as 
their good life and orderly converſation may win the Indi- 


The conver» ans, natives of the country, to the knowledge and obedi- 


gon of the ence of the only true God and Saviour of mankind, and 


*the Chriſtian faith, which his late Majeſty, our royal grand- 
father, King Charles the Firſt, in his ſaid letters patents, 


daeeclared was his royal intentions, and the adventuters free 
d profeffſion, to be the principal end of the ſaid plantation. 
And for the better ſecuring and maintaining liberty of con- 
ii ccience, hereby granted to all perſons, at any time, being 
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THE MASSACHUSETTS r. 


and reſiding within our ſaid province or territory, as afore- 
ſaid, willing, commanding, and requiring, and by theſe 
preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ordaining and a- 
pointing, that all ſuch orders, laws, ſtatutes, and ord:nan» 

ces, inſtructions and directions, as ſhall be ſo made and pub- . 4 
liſhed under our ſeal of our ſaid province or territory, ſhall 1 

be carefully and duly obſerved, kept, and performed, and 

ut in execution, according to the true intent and meaning 
of theſe preſents. Provided always, and we do by theſe pre- 
ſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, eſtabliſh and ordain, 


That in the framing and paſſing of all ſuch orders, laws, The gover- 
ſtatutes, and ordinances, and in all elections and acts of go- nor to have 
vernment whatſoever, to be paſſed, made, or done by the ſaid nil cats 
eneral court, or afſembly, or council, the governor of our of the gene- 
140 province or territory of the Maſſachuſetts Bay, in New- tal aſſem- 
England, for the time being, ſhall have the negative voice; vir ws 
and that without his conſent or approbation, ſignified and 
declared in writing, no ſuch orders, laws, ſtatutes, ordi- 
nances, elections, or other acts of government whatſoever, ' ' . 
fo to be made, paſſed, or done by the ſaid general aſſembly, 
or in council, ſhall be of any force, effect, or validity, any 
thing herein contained to the contrary, in any wiſe, notwith- 
Ame And we do, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
eſtabliſh and ordain, That the ſaid orders, Jaws, ſtatutes, Laws to be 
and ordinances, be, by the firſt opportunity after the mak- ſent to Enge 
ing thereof, ſent or tranſmitted unto us, :our heirs and ſuc- ne pon 
ceſſors, under the publick ſeal, to be appointed by us, for ene, ONE 
our or their approbation or diſallowance; and that in caſe 
all or any of them ſhall, at any time within the ſpace of 
three years next after the fame ſhall have been preſented to 
us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, in our or their privy council, 
be diſallowed and rejected, and ſo ſignified by us, our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, under our or their ſign manuel and ſignet, or 
by order in our or their privy council, unto the governor for 
the time being, then ſuch and ſo many of them as ſhall be 
ſo difallowed and rejected, ſhall thenceforth ceaſe and deter- 
mine, and become utterly void and of none effect. Provid- 7 
ed always, that in caſe we, our heirs or ſucceſſors, ſhall Ir not qc. 
not, within the term of three years after the preſenting of lowed with- 
ſuch orders, laws, ſtatutes, or ordinances, as aforeſaid, fig- in 3 Years, 
nifie our or their difallowance of the ſame, then the ſaid or- fee Aa 
ders, laws, ſtatutes, or ordinances, ſhall be and continue repealed by 
in full force and effect, according to the true intent and the aflem- 
meaning of the ſame, until me expiration thereof, or by: Ye 
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20 | CHARTER GRANTED TO 


6 gal court and may be lawful for the ſaid governor and general aſſem- 


land be- no grant or grants of any lands lying or extending from the 
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the ſame ſhall be repealed, by the general aſſembly of our ſ 45 
The gene- province, for the time being. Provided alſo, That it ſhall 


to pale any bly, to make or paſs any grant of lands lying within the 
grants of bounds of the colonies formerly called the colonies of the 
land inMaſ- Maflachuſetts Bay, and New-Plymouth, and province of 
mma Maine, in ſuch manner as heretofore they might have done, 
or the pro- by virtue of any former charter or letters patents ; which 
vince of grants of lands, within the bounds aforeſaid, we do hereby 
eie. will and ordain, to be and continue, for ever, of full force 
and effect, without our further approbation or conſent; and 


Grants of ſo as nevertheleſs, and it is our royal will and pleaſure, that 


_ 2 rtyer of Sagadahock, to the gulph of St. Lawrence and Canada 
ea Tivers, and to the main ſea northward and eaſtward, to be made 


The er- wy ROY 5 . - 
nor to come Of our (aid province or territory, for the time being, ſhall 


mand the have full power, by himſelf, or by any chief commander, or 
Julitiz- other officer or officers, to be appointed by him, from time 
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| ata of the ſame, to ſuch perſon or perſons as to him 
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and as often as the governor of our ſaid province, for the 


wich the ſaid governor, or lieutenant or deputy governor 


THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY, | 4 
demoliſh at his pleaſure; and to take and ſurprize, by all 
ways and means whatſoever, all and every ſuch perſon or 
perſons, with their ſhips, arms, ammunition, and other 

oods, as ſhall in a hoſtile manner invade, or attempt the 
invading, conquering, or annoying of our ſaid province or 


territory. Provided always, and we do, by theſe preſents, 


for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant, e abliſh, and or- No ous 
dain, That the faid governor ſhall not, at any time here- to be tranſ- 
. . EY pe 7 2 5 t 

after, by virtue of any power hereby granted, or hereafter to Ported — 


be granted to him, tranſport any of the inhabitants of our „ince with- 
ſaid province or territory, or oblige them to march out of out their 


the limits of the ſame, without their free and voluntary con- en con- 


ſent, or the conſent of the great and general court or aſ- ſent. 


ſembly of our ſaid province or territory; nor grant com- ,.,_ 
eme bar 3 _ f The law- 

miſſions for exerciſing the law martial upon any the inhabi- martial noet 
tants of our ſaid province or territory, without the advice to be exe- 
and conſent of the council, or aſſiſtants of the ſame. Pro- 3 
vided in like manner, and we. do, by theſe preſents, for us, tant wich- 


eur heirs and ſucceſſors, conſtitute and ordain, That when, * ar 
ö 5 | ent 


time being, ſhall happen to die, or to be diſplaced by us, council. 


our heirs or ſucceſſors, or be abſent from his government, In the ab- 


8 OR . N ſence of the 
that then, and in any of the ſaid caſes, the lientenant or de mene 


puty governor of our ſaid province, for the time being, ſhall the deputy 
| have full power and authority to do and execute all and governor to 


every ſuch acts, matters, and things, which our governor _ rn 

| 2 1 4 . - ; pow- 
of our ſaid province, for the time being, might or could, er. a 
by virtue of theſe our letters patents, lawfully do or execute, 
if he were perſonally preſent, until the return of the gover- 
nor ſo abſent, or arrival or conſtitution of ſuch other go- 
vernor as ſhall or may be appointed by us, our heirs or ſuc- 
ceſſors, in his ſtead: and that when, and as often as the 
governor, and lieutenant, or deputy governor of our ſaid 


. oy , 


province or territory, for the time being, ſhall happen to In the ab- 


die, or be diſplaced by us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, or be ſence of 


abſent from our ſaid province, and that there ſhall be arenas; 


no perſon within the ſaid province commiſſioned by us, deputy go- 


our heirs or ſucceſſors, to be governor within the' ſame, vernor, the 


then, and in every of the ſaid caſes, the council, or aſſiſ- che Mt 


tants of our ſaid province, ſhall have full power and au- cil to have 


thority, and we do hereby give and grant unto the ſaid their pow- 


council, or aſſiſtants of our ſaid province, for the time be- 
ing, or the major part of them, full power and authority to 
do and execute all and every ſuch acts, matters, and things, 


of 
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of our ſaid province or territory, for the time being, might 


or could lawfully do or exerciſe, if they, or either of them, 
were perſonally preſent, until the return of the governor, or 
lieutenant or deputy governor ſo abſent, or arrival, or con- 
ſtitution of ſuch other governor, or lieutenant or deputy go- 
vernor, as ſhall or may be appointed by us, our heirs or ſuc- 

_ _ ceſſors, from time to time. Provided always, and it is here- 
by declared, Fhat nothing herein contained ſhall extend or 
be taken to ere, or grant, or allow the exerciſe of any ad- 
miral court, juriſdiction, power, or authority, but that the 


© Juriſdiftion ſame ſhall be, and is hereby reſerved to us and our ſucceſ- 
_ reſerved. ſors, and ſhall, from time to time, be erected, granted, and 


exerciſed, by virtue of commiſſions to be iſſued under the 
great ſeal of England, or under the ſeal of the high admiral, 
or the commiſſioners for executing the office of high admi- 
ral of England. And further, our expreſs will and pleaſure 


is, and we do, by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſuc- - | 


ceſſors, ordain and appoint, That theſe our letters patents 


Te tes ſhall not, in any manner, enure, or be taken to abridge, 


of fiſhing 


not to be bar, or hinder any of our loving ſubjects whatſoever, to uſe 


| Trees fit for any thin l | 7 
| * withſtanding. And laſtly, for the better providing and fur- 


abridg'd. and exerciſe the trade of fiſhing upon the coaſts of New- 


England, but that they, and every of them, ſhall have full and 
free power and liberty to continue and uſe the ſaid trade off 


{1 


fiſhing upon the ſaid coaſts, in any of the ſeas thereunto 
adjoining, or any arms of the ſaid ſeas, or ſalt- water rivers, 


where they have been wont to fiſh; and to build and ſet up- 


on the lands within our faid province or colony, lying waſte, 

and not then poſſeſſed by particular proprietors, ſuch wharfs, 
ſtages, and work-houſes, as ſhall be neceſlary for the falting, 

drying, keeping, arid packing of their fiſh, to be taken or 

gotten upon that coaſt; and to cut down and take ſuch 

trees, and other materials there growing, or being upon any 

parts or places lying waſte, and not then in poſſeſſion of 

: and for all other neceſſary eaſements, helps, and advanta- 
ges concerning the ſaid trade of fiſhing there, in ſuch man- 

ner and form as they have been heretofore at any time ac- 
cuſtomed to do, without making any wilful waſte or ſpoil, 

in theſe preſents contained to the contrary not- 
on any ſoil niſhing of maſts for our royal navy, we do hereby reſerve to 
granted to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, all trees of the diameter of 
1 twenty- four inches and upwards, at twelve inches from the 
be preſerv- ground, growing upon any ſoil or track of land within 10 


o 


— 


b particular proprietors, as ſhall be needful for that purpoſe, 
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ſaig province or territory, not heretofore granted to any 
private perſons; and we do reſtrain and forbid all perſons 
whatſoever, from. felling, cutting, or deſtroying any ſuch 
trees, without the royal licence of us, our heirs. and ſuccef- 
ſors, firſt had and obtained, upon penalty of forfeiting one 


hundred pounds ſterling unto us our heirs, and ſucceſſors, 
for every ſuch tree ſo felled, cut, or. deſtroyed, without 


ſuch licence had or obtained in that behalf; any thing in 
theſe preſents contained to the contrary, in any. wiſe not- 
withſtanding, | hd 


* * 


In witneſs whereof, we have cauſed theſe our letters to be 
made patents. Witneſs ourſelves at Weſtminſter, the 
feventh day of October, in the third year of our reign. 


By writ of Privy Seal, 
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Charter granted to the Colony of Connecticut, by Kits 
Cluharles II. in the Fourteenth Year of his Reign. 


Undecima pars Patentium Anno Regni Regis CDI Secundi 
0 1 | Quartodecimo. 1 . 


| 


(C ARLES the Second, by the grace of God, &c. to all 
to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting. Whereas 
by the ſeveral navigations, diſcoveries, and ſucceſsful plan- 
tations of divers of our loving ſubjects of this our realm of 
England, ſeveral lands, iſlands, places, colonies and plan- 

tations, have been ordained and ſettled in that part of the 
continent of America called New-England, and thereby the 

trade and commerce there hath been of late years much in- 
creaſed; and whereas we have been informed by the humble 

- petition of our truſty and well- beloved John Wintrop, John 
Maſon, Samuel Willis, Henry Clarke, Matthew Allen, John 
Tappen, Nathan Gould, Richard Treate, Richard Lord, 

_ Henry Woolcot, John Talcott, Daniel Clerke, John Ogden, 
Thomas Wells, Obadiah Brewen, John Clerke, Anthony 
Hawkins, John Deming, and Matthew Camfield, being 

perſons principally intereſted in our colony or plantation of 
Connecticut in New-England, that the ſame colony, or the 

greateſt part thereof, was purchaſed and obtained for great 

and valuable conſiderations, and ſome other part thereof 

gained by conqueſt, and with much difficulty, and at the 

only endeayours, expence and charge of them and their aſſo- 

ciates, and thoſe under whom they claim, ſubdued and im- 
improved, and thereby become a conſiderable inlargement and 
addition of our dominions and intereſt there: now know ye, 

| that in conſideration thereof, and in regard the ſaid colony is 
Incorpora- Temote from other the Engliſh plantations in the places afore- 
tion of the ſaid, and to the end the affairs and buſineſs, which ſhall from 
governor time to time happen or ariſe concerning the ſame, may be 
pany ofCon- duly ordered and managed, we have thought fit, at the hum- 
- nefticut, ble petition. of the perſons afereſaid, and are graciouſly 
pleaſed to create and make them a body politick and cor- 

porate, with the powers and privileges herein aftermen- 

tioned; and accordingly our will and pleaſure is, and our 

| | | | eſpecial 


Have ordained, conſtituted and declared, and by theſe pre- 


| ſuch others, as now are, or hereafter ſhall be, admitted and 
made free of the company and ſociety of our colony of Con- 


ou of, as our other liege people of this our realm of 

. governor and company, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall and may, Seal. 
all cauſes, matters, things, and affairs whatſoever, of them 
dain, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ment. 


their ſucceſſors, there ſhall be one governor, one deputy go- 
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eſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, we 


ſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do ordain, conſtitute _ 
and declare, that they the ſaid r John Maſonn, 
Samuel Willis, Henry Clerke, Matthew Allen, John Tap- 

n, Nathan Gould, Richard Treate, Richard Lord, Henry | 
Wollcott, John Talcott, Daniel Clerke, John Ogden, 
Thomas Wells, Obadiah Brewen, John Clerke, Anthony 
Hawkins, John Deming, and Matthew Camfield, and all 


necticut, in America, ſhall, from time to time, and for ever 

hereafter, be one body corporate and politick, in fact and 

name, by the name of Governor and Company of the Eng- Name of the 

liſh colony of Connecticut, in New-England, in America; corporation. 

and that by the ſame name they, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall | 

and may fave perpetual ſucceſſion, and ſhall and may be 

perſons able and capable in the law, to plead and be implead- 

ed, to anſwer and to be anſwered unto, to defend and be de- 

fended, in all and fingular ſuits, cauſes, quarrels, matters, 

actions, and things, of what kind or nature ſoever; and alſo, 

to have, take, poſſeſs, acquire, and purchaſe lands, tene- 

ments, or hereditaments, or any goods or chattels, and the 

ſame to leaſe, grant, demiſe, alien, bargain, ſell, and diſ- 
ngland, or any other corporation or body politick within © 

the ſame, may lawfully do. And further, That the ſaid Common 


for ever hereafter, have a common ſeal to ſerve and uſe for 
and their ſucceſſors, and the ſame ſeal to alter, change, break, 
and make new, from time to time, at their wills and plea- | 
ſures, as they ſhall think fit. And further, we will and or- G 


do declare and appoint," That, for the better ordering and ma- 
naging of the affairs and buſineſs of the ſaid companys and 


r, one d. A governor, 
vernor, and twelve aſſiſtants, to be, from time to time, con; deputy go⸗ 


ſtituted, elected, and choſen, out of the freemen of the ſaid vernor, ana 


company, for the time being, in ſuch manner and form as twelve it 


hereafter, in theſe preſents, is expreſſed; which ſaid officers choſen 7 


ſhall apply themſelves to take care for the beſt diſpoſing and of the free- 
22 of the general buſineſs and affairs of and concerning cn ee 
the lands and hereditaments * after. mentioned to be grant 

. 7 . » 
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ed, and the plantation "thereof, and the. government of che 
people thereof. And for the better execution of our royal 
pleaſure herein, we do, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, l- 
ſign, name, conſtitute, and appoint. the aforeſaid Jon in 


f 


trop to de the firſt and preſent governor of the ſail company, 
nd the ſaid John Mafon to be the key governor, and the 
ſaid Samuel Willis, Matthew Allen, Nathan Gould, Henry 
Clerke, Richard Treate, John Odgden; Thomas Tappen, 
John Talcatt, Thomas Wells, Henry Wolltott, Richard 
Lord and Daniel Clerke, to be the twelve prefent aſſiſtants 
of the ſaid company, to continue in the Taid feveral offices 
reſpectively until the ſecond Thurfday, which ſhall be in the 
General aſ- month of October, now next coming. And further, we 
ſembiy. Will, and by thefe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors; 
© do ordain and grant, That the governor of the faid compa- 
"Ys for the tine being, or, in his abſence, by occaſion of 
fleknefs, or otherwiſe, by his leave or permiſſion, the depu- 
ty governor, for the time being, ſhall and may, from time 
to time, upon all occaſions, give order for the aſſembling of 
the faid company, and calling them together, to conſult and 
Two aſfem- viſe of the buſineſs and affairs of the faid company; and 
blies ſhall that, for ever hereafter, twice in every year, that is to tay, 
| be held in gn every fecond Thurſday in October, and on every ſecond 
in a an Thurſday in May, or oftener, in caſe it ſhall be requiſite, 
| Oktober, tie afliſtants and freemen of the ſaid company, or ſuch of 
Ss them, not exceeding two perſons from each place, town, or 
members o*<itY, Who ſhall be, from time to time, thereunto elected or 
be choſen by deputed by the major part of the freemen of the reſpe&ive 
every town. tons, Cities, and places for which they ſhall be ſo elected or 
| 5 deputed, mall have 9 51 meeting or affembly, then and 
FE | there to conſult and adviſe in and abvitt the affairs and buſi- 
8 nels of the ſaid company; and that the governor, or in His 
abſence the deputy governor, of the ſaid company, for the 
| : time being, and ſuch of the aſſiſtants and freemen of the ſaid 
1 company as ſhall be ſo elected or deputed, and be preſent at 
E | ſuch meeting or aſſembly, or the greateſt number of them, 
Fo - © | © Whereof the governor, or deputy governor, and fix of the aſ- 


5 lſſtants, at leaſt, to be ſeven, ſhall be called the general aſ- 
E > over of lembly, and ſhall have full power and authority to alter and 
N ' Power of 4 II py . Tg": : TTY BY a 
due gegera Change their days and times of meeting, or general aſſembles, 
 #Manbly. for efecting the governor, deputy governor, and afſiſtants, or 
other officers, or any other courts, aſſembfies, or meetings, 
and to chuſe, nominate, and "appoint ſuch, and ſo many 

_ bther-perſons as they ſhall think fit, and ſhall be willing to 

A | „„ accept 


accept the ſame, to be free of the ſaid company and body po- 


former governor, deputy governer, or other officer a. of . 

te ſices ſo removed, in * | be 
will and pleaſure is, That as well ſuch as are by theſe _ 

cChoſen, ſhall, as to him and them, and every of them 
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litick, and them into the ſame to admit, and to elect and con- 
ſtitute ſuch officers as they ſhall think fit and requiſite for 
the ordering, managing, and diſpoſing of the affairs of the governo, 
ſaid governor and company, and their ſucceſſors, And we and affi- 
do hereby, for us, our heirs and ſycceſlors, eſtabliſh and or- 77% 3nd. 
dain, That once in the year, for ever hereafter, namely, ficers of the + 
the ſaid ſecand Thurſday in May, the goyernor, deputy gor company 
an ſt f the ſaid company, and other SI ſhall be 

ernor, and aſſiſtants of the impany, a ther of- nog 

„ Choſen eve- 
— of the ſaid company, or ſuch of them as the ſaid ge- ry year by 
neral aſſembly ſhall think fit, ſhall be, in the ſaid gene- the general | 


ral court and aſſembly, to be held from that day or time, 5 


newly choſen for the year enſuing, by ſuch greater part of May. 


of the ſaid company, for the time being, then and there pre- 

ſent. And if the governor, deputy governor, and and aſſiſ- eee 
tants, by theſe preſents appointed, or ſuch as hereafter be any of theſe 
newly choſen into their rooms, or any of them, or any other offices may 
the officers to be appointed for the ſaid company, ſhall is, <a eee, | 
or be removed from his or their ſeveral offices or places before hs affembly | 
the ſaid general day of election, (whom we do hereby de- at any other 
clare, for any miſdemeanor or default, to be removeable by 3 of 
the governor, aſſiſtants, and company, or ſuch greater Ss | 
them, in any of the ſaid public courts. to be EE „as is Power to re- 
aforeſaid) that then, and in every ſuch caſe, it ſhall and may 3 


be lawful to and for the governor, deputy governor, and al- any other 


ſiſtants, and company aforeſaid, or ſuch greater part of them officer of 


ſo to be aſſembled, as is aforeſaid in any of their aſſemblies, _ — 
MISS ay, 


to proceed to a new election of one or more of their compa- miſdemea- 
ny, in the room or place, rooms or places, of ſuch goyernar, 

deputy governor, aſſiſtant, or other officer or officers ſo dying, 

or removed, according to their diſcretions, And imm 9 5 2 
ly upon, and after ſuch election, or elections, made of ſuch 
governor, deputy governor, aſſiſtant, or aſſiſtants, or any 
other officer of the fe 
ſaid, the authority, office, an 


aid company, in manner and form afor e. 
power before given, to tho 


* 1 

4 a + * 
>; 

2 


ole ſtead and place new ſhall 


reſpectively, ceaſe and determine. Provided alſc, and our mien h, 
_ preſents appointed to be the preſent governor, depyty gover- governor *% 
tho e that ſhall »ndallothey : 


ſucceed e all other officers to be appointed ande . 


; K P 


choſen as af 


nor, and aſſiſtants of the ſaid company, as 


— . 


id offices and * reſpectively, take their 


ic, ſhall, before they undertake the 1 „ 
2— 
y veral 


560 


e Go ver- 
nor, de put 
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- veral and reſpective corporal oaths, for the due and faithful 
| reer of their duties in the ſeyeral offices and places, 
before ſuch perſon or perſons as are, by theſe preſents, hereaf- 


r appointed to take and receive the ſame ; that is to ſay, 


he ſaid John Wintrop, who is herein before nominated 


and appointed the preſent governor. of the ſaid company, 


mall take the ſaid oath before one or more of the maſters of 
our court of chancery, for the time being; unto which maſ- 
ter of chancery we do, by theſe preſents, give full power 
and authority to adminiſter the ſaid oath to the ſaid John 
Wintrop accordingly: and the ſaid John Maſon, who is 
herein before nominated and appointed the preſent deputy 
vernor of the ſaid company, ſhall take the ſaid oath be- 

ore the ſaid John Wintrop, or any two of the aſſiſtants of 
the ſaid company; unto whom we do, by theſe preſents, 
give full power and authority to adminifter the ſaid oath. to 
the ſaid John Maſon accordingly; and the ſaid Samuel 
Willis, Henry Clerke, Matthew Allen, John Tappen, Na- 
| thaniel Gould, Richard Treate, Richard Lord, Henry 
Woollcot, John Talcott, Daniel Clerke, John Ogden, 
and Thomas Wells, who are herein before nominated and 
appointed the preſent aſſiſtants of the ſaid company, ſhall 
take the oath before the ſaid John Wintrop, and Tin Ma- 
ſon, or one of them; to whom we do hereby give full power 
and authority to adminiſter the ſame accordingly. And 
our further will and pleaſure is, That all and every gover- 
nor, or deputy governor, to be elected and choſen, by virtue 

of theſe preſents, ſhall take the ſaid oath before two or more 

of the affiſtants of the ſaid company, for the time being; un- 
to whom we do, by theſe preſents, oy full power and autho- 
rity to give and adminiſter the ſaid oath accordingly. And 


the ſaid aſſiſtants, and every of them, and all or every other 


officer or officers to be hereafter choſen, from time to time, 
to take the ſaid oath before the governor, or deputy gover- 
carrying nor, for the time being; unto which ſaid governor, we do, 


over the by theſe preſents, give full power and authority to admini- 


King's _ ſter the ſame accordingly. And further, of our more ample 
2 une: grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, we have given 


free conſent, and granted; and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and 
and of car- ſucceſſors, do give and grant unto the ſaid governor and 


rying goods 


A fer. company of the Engliſh colony of Connecticut, in New- 
chandize England, in America, and to every inhabitant there, and 
from Eng- tg eyery perſon and perſons trading thither, and to every 


Jand to 


Conse. ſuch perſon and perſons as are or ſhall be free of the ſaid 


_- Colony, 


— 
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colony, full power and authority, from time to time, and 
at all times hereafter, to take, ſhip, tranſport, and carry 
away, for and towards the plantation and defence of the 
ſaid colony, ſuch of our loving ſubjects and ſtrangers as 
ſhall, or will, willingly accompany them, in and to their 
ſaid colony and plantation, except ſuch perſon or perſons 
| as are or ſhall be therein reſtrained by us, our heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors; and alſo to ſhip and tranſport all, and all man- 
ner of goods, chattels, merchandizes, and other things 
whatſoever, that are or ſhall be uſeful or neceſſary for the 
inhabitants of the ſaid colony, and may lawfully be tranſ- 
ported thither ; nevertheleſs not to be diſcharged of payment 
to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, of the duties, cuſtoms and 
ſubſidies, which are or ought to be paid or payable for the x 
ſame, And further, our will and pleaſure is, and we do, for General do- 
us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ordain, declare, and grant unto 8 
the ſaid governor and company, and their fucceſſors, that tants of 
all and every the 1050 of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, Connecticut 
which ſhall go to inhabit within the ſaid colony, and every | 
of their children which ſhall happen to be born there, or on 
the ſea, in going thither, or returning from thence, ſhall 
have and enjoy all liberties and immunities of free and na- 
tural ſubjects within any of the dominions of us, our heirs 
or ſucceſſors, to all intents, conſtructions and purpoſes 
whatſoever, as if they, and every of them, were born within 
the realm of England. And we do authorize and impower Oaths of al- 
the governor or in his abſence the deputy governor for lesiance and 
the time being, to appoint two or more of the ſaid aſſi- premacye 
ſtants, at any of their courts or aſſemblies to be held as 
aforeſaid, to have power and authority to adminiſter the _ 
oath of ſupremacy and obedience to all and every perſon 
+ and perſons, which ſhall at any time or times hereafter go 
or paſs into the ſaid colony of Connecticut; unto which ſaid 
aſſiſtants ſo to be appointed as aforeſaid, we do by theſe 
preſents give full power and authority to adminiſter the ſaid 0 
oath accordingly, And we further, of our eſpecial grace, power to 
certain knowledge, and mere motion, give and grant unto rect courts 
the ſaid governor and company of the Engliſh colony of Con- of juſtice for 
necticut in New-England in America, and their ſucceſſors, M ity 
that it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the governor, or \ 
_ deputy governor, and ſuch of the aſſiſtants of the ſaid com- 
pany for the time being, as ſhall be aſſembled in any of the 
3 courts aforeſaid,. or in any courts to be eſpecially 
ſummoned or aſſembled for that purpoſe, or the greater part 


« 
PF; 
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of them, whereof the governor, or deputy governor, and ſix 
of the aſſiſtants, to be always ſeven, to erect and make ſuch 
judicatories for the hearing and determining of all actions, 
cauſes, matters and things happening within the ſaid colony 

or plantation, and which ſhall be in diſpute and depending 
there, as they ſhall think fit and convenient; and alſo, from 
5 . cine: to time, to make, ordain and eſtabliſh all manner of 
And to Wholeſome and reaſonable laws, ſtatutes, ordinances, direc- 
make laws, tions and inſtructions, not contrary to the laws of this realm 
and ordi- of England, as well for ſettling the forms and ceremonies 
- Contrary to of government and magiſtracy, fit and neceſſary for the ſaid 
the laws of plantation, and the inhabitants there, as for naming and 
England. . — ſorts of officers, both ſuperior and inferior, which 
they thall find needful for the government and plantation of 


I 


tte ſeveral duties, powers and limits of every ſuch office and 
place, and the forms of ſuch vaths, not being contrary to the 
laws and ſtatutes of this our realm of England, to be admi- 
niſtered for the execution of the ſaid ſeveral offices and places; 

as alſo for the diſpoſing and ordering of the election of ſuch 

of the ſaid officers as are to be annually choſen, and of ſuch 
others -as ſhall ſucceed, in caſe of death or removal, and ad- 
miniſtring the ſaid oath to the new - elected officers, and grant- 
ing neceſſary commiſſions, and for impoſition of lawful ſines, 
mulcts, impriſonments, or other puniſhments, upon offenders 

. and delinquents, according to the courſe of other corporations 
Reference Within this our kingdom of England; and the ſame laws, 
to othereot="fines, mulcts and executions, to alter, change, revoke, annull, 
Vachia the releaſe or pardon, under their common ſeal, as by the ſaid 
kingdom of general aſſembly, or the major part of them, ſhajl be thought 
England. fit; and for the directing, ruling and diſpoſing of all other 
matters and things, whereby our ſaid pecple, inhabitants 
there, may be ſo religioufly, peaceably and civilly governed, 
as their good life, and orderly converſation, may win and 
invite the natives of the country to the knowledge and obe- 
dience of the only true God and Saviour of mankind, and the 
Chriſtian Faith; which in our royal intentions, and the ad- 
venturers free profeſſion, is the only and principal end of this 
plantation; willing, commanding and requiring, and by theſe 
preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ordaining and ap- 
The ſaid pointing, that all ſuch laws, ſtatutes and ordinances, inſtruc- 
laws ſhall be tions, impoſitions and directions, as ſhall be ſo made by the 
c 


* 
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the ſaid colony, and the diſtinguiſning and ſetting forth of 


THE COLONY: or CONNECTICUT. N 
publiſhed in writing under their common ſea}, ſhall carefully under their 


and duly be obſerved, kept, performed, and put in execution, fl. 
according to the true intent, and meaning. of the ſame; and E 
| theſe our letters patents, or the duplicate or exemplification | 2 
| thereof, ſhall be, to all and every ſuch ofkcers, | ſuperiors and = 
inferiors, from time to 0 


e the ſame orders, 
lass, ſtatutes, ordinagices, inſtruc ee and directions, in 

„(ue eveeution, againſt us, our Heirs and fueceſſors a ſufficient 
Warrant and diſcharge. And we do further, for us, our The gov. of 
Heirs and ſucceſſors, give and grant unte the ſaid governor fad com. 
and company, and their fucceſſors, by theſe- preſents that pa _ 
it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the chief cetmfanders, to aftemble 
governors- and officers of the ſaid comparyy for the time and arrayy _ Y 5 
being, who ſhall be reſident in the parts of New-England and arm the 


hereafter mentioned; and others inhabiting chere, by their of che colo 
leave, admittance, appointment or direction, from time to ny, and con- 
time, and all times hereafter, for their ſpecial defence * 
ſafety, to aſſemble, marſhal,” array, and put in « warlike — — 
poſture, the inhabitants of the ſaid colony, and to commil- that ſhall in- 
ſionate, impower and authorize ſuch perſon or perſons as nade chem 3 
they ſhall think fit, to lead and conduct the ſaid inhabitants 
and to encounter, expulſe, repel, and reſiſt by force of arms, 
as well by ſea as by land, and: alſo to kill, flay and de- 
ſtroy, by all fitting ways, enterprizes and means whatſoever, * 
all and every ſuch perſon or perſons as ſhall, at any time 
hereafter attempt or enterprize the deſtruction, invaſion, de- 
triment or ahnoyance of the ſaid inhabitants and planta- 
tion, and to uſe and exerciſe the law martial in ſuch caſes 1 
only; as ocaſton ſhall require, and to take er ſarprize, by _—_— 
all ways and  means- whatſoever, all and every ſuch perſon | =, 
or per ſons, with their thips, armeur, ammunition, and other 
goods, of ſuch as ſhall, in ſuch boſtile manner, invade or 
attempt the defeating of the ſaid plantation, or the hurt - //;. 
the ſaid -company and inhabitants, and, upon juſt cauſes, to and like- | 
invade and deftroy. the natives or other enemies of the ſaid ; 
colony, Nevertheleſs our will and pleafure is, and we do . — 
hereby declare unto all ehriſtian kings, prinees and Rates; deſtroy their 
that if any perſons, which ſha}l hereafter be of the ſaid com- enemies. 
pany or plantation, or any other, by appointment of the ſaid Proviſo in 
governor and company, for the time being, mall at any time caſe they 
| or times hereafter rob or fpoil, by ſea er by land, and do eee 1 
uny hurt, violence, or unlawful hoſtility, to any of the ae c 
ſubjects of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, or any of the ſubjects erer 2 1 
| : e England. 


* CHARTER GRANTED TO 


of any prince or ſtate, being then in league with us, our 
heirs or ſucceſſors, upon complaint of ſuch injury done to 
any ſuch prince or ſtate, or their ſubjects, we, our heirs and 
ſucceſſors, will make open proclamation within any parts 
of our realm of England, fit for that purpoſe, that the perſon 
or perſons committing any ſuch robbery or ſpoil ſhall, within 
the time limited by fact; roclamation, make full reſtitution 
or ſatisfaction of all ſuch injuries done or committed; ſo as 
the ſaid prince or others ſo complaining may be fully ſatisfied 
and contented : And if the ſaid perſon. or perſons, who ſhall 
commit any ſuch robbery or ſpoil, ſhall not make ſatisfaction 
accordingly, within ſuch time ſo to be limited, that then it 
ſhall and may be lawful for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, to 
put ſuch perſon or perſons out of our allegiance and pro- 
tection ; and that it ſhall and may be lawful and free for all 
- Princes and others to proſecute with hoſtilities ſuch offenders, | 
and every of them, their and every of their procurers, aiders, 
| — — abettors, and counſellors in that behalf. Provided alſo, and 
wobiecde our expreſs will and pleaſure is, and we do, by theſe pre- 
Gding in o- ſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ordain and appoint, 
ther parts of that theſe preſents ſhall not, in any manner, hinder any of 
_ _— our loving ſubjects whatſoever to uſe and exerciſe the trade 
berty of fiſh. of fiſhing, upon the coaſt of New-England in America; 
ing and dry- but they, and every or any of them, ſhall have full and free 
= inelr power and liberty to continue and uſe the ſaid trade of fiſhing 
the ſaid co- upon the ſaid coaſt, in any of the ſeas thereunto adjoin- 
lony. ing, or any arms of the ſeas, or ſalt-water rivers, where 
| they have been accuſtomed to fiſh; and to build and ſet 
upon the waſte lands belonging to the ſaid colony of Con- 
necticut, ſuch warfs, ſtages, and work-houſes, as ſhall be 
neceſlary for the ſalting, drying, and keeping of their fiſh, 
to be taken or gotten upon that coaſt; any thing in theſe 
Grant of the Preſents contained to the contrary notwithſtanding. And 
foil of the know ye further, that we, of our more abundant grace, certain 
colony tothe knowledge, and mere motion, have given, granted and con- 
company, firmed, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
Ado give, grant and confirm, unto the ſaid governor and 
company, .and their ſucceſſors, all that part of our domi- 
nions in New England in America, bounded on the Eaſt 
by the Narrogancett River, commonly called Narrogancett 
Bay, where the ſaid river falleth into the ſea, and on the 
North by the line of the Maſſachuſets plantation, and on 
the South by the ſea, and in longitude, as the line of 7 of | 
- | | | | a- 


82 
9 
\ 
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the 
of April, 


THE COLONY OF CONNECTICUT; 
Maſſachuſets colony running from Eaſt to We, (ww is to 
ſay) from the ſaid Narrogancett Bay, on the Eaſt, to the 
South Sea, on the Weſt part, with the iſlands thereunto 
adjoining, together with all the firm lands, ſoils, grounds, 
havens, ports, rivers, Waters, fiſhings, mines, minerals, 


precious ſtones, quarties, and all and ſingular commodities, . 
juriſdictions, ' royalties, privileges, franchiſes, preeminencies, 
and hereditaments whatſoever, within the ſaid tract, bounds; 


lands, and iſlands aforeſaid, or to them, or any of them 


belonging. To have and to hold the ſame, unto the ſaid Habendums * | 


governor and company, their ſucceſſor, and aſſigns, for 
ever, upon truſt, and for the uſe and benefit of themſelves, 
and their aſſociates, freemen of the ſaid colony, their heirs 


and aſſigns; to be holden of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, Tenendum. 


as of our manor of Eaſt Greenwich, in free and common 


only the fifth part of all the ore of gold and filver, which 
from time to time and all times hereafter, ſhall be there gotten, 


had or obtained, in lieu of all ſervices, duties and demands 


whatſoever, to be to us, our heirs. or ſucceſſors, therefore 
or thereout rendered, made, or paid. And laſtly, we do for 
us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant to the ſaid governor and 
company, and their ſucceſſors, by theſe preſents, that theſe. 


our letters patents ſhall be firm, good; and effectual in the 


law, to all intents, conſtructions and purpoſes whatſoever, 
according to our true intent and meaning herein before de- 
clared, as ſhall be conſtrued, reputed, and adjudged moſt 
favourable on the behalf, and for the beſt benefit and behoof 
of the ſaid governor and company, and their ſucceflors, al- 
ogy expreſs mention, &c; In witneſs, &c.“ Witneſs 

ing, at Weſtminſter, the three and twentieth day 


28 


56 Per Breve de Privato Sigillo. 


5 ſoccage, and not in capite, nor by knights ſervice; Yield- Readentum 
ing and paying therefore to us, our heirs and ſucceſlgrs, - 


1 4 1 


Rhode Iſland CHAR TER, granted by King Charles II. 
in the Fourteenth Year of bis Reign. h 


Dnintadtcima pars Patentium Anno Regni Regis CARROLL 
| Secundi Duintodecims., | 


(CHARLES the Second, by the grace of God, &c. To all 
to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting. Whereas we 
have been informed by the humble petition of our truſty and 
well beloved ſubjects, John Clarke, on the behalf of Benjamin 
Arnold, William Brenton, William Codington, Nicholas 
Eaſton, William Boulſton, John Porter, John Smith, Samuel 
Gorton, * Weekes, Roger Williams, Thomas Olney, 
Gregory Dexter, John Cogeſhall, Joſeph Clarke, Randall 
Houlden, John Greene, John Roome, Samuel Wildbore, 
William Field, James Barker, Richard Tew, Thomas Har- 
ris, and William Dyre, and the reſt of the purchaſers, and 


free inhabitants of our iſland called Rhode Ifland, and the reſt 


of the colony of Providence Plantations, in the Narra- 
nſet Bay, in New England in America, That they, purſu- 
ing with peace and loyal minds, their ſober, ſerious, and re- 
ligious intentions, of godly edifying themſelves, and one ano- 
ther, in the holy Chriſtian faith and worſhip as they were 
perſuaded, together with the gaining over and converſion of 


the poor ignorant Indian natives, in thoſe parts of America, to | 


the ſincere profeſſion and obedience of the ſame faith and wor- 
ſhip, did not only by the conſent and good encouragement of 

our royal progenitors, tranſport themſelves out of this king- 
dom of England into America; but alſo ſince their arrival 
there, after their firſt ſettlement amongſt other our ſubjects in 
thoſe parts, for the avoiding of diſcord, and thoſe many evils 
which were likely to enſue upon thoſe our ſubjects, not being 
able to bear in thoſe remote parts their different apprehen- 
ſions in religious concernments ; and in purſuance of the afore- 
ſaid ends, Ng once again leave their deſirable ſtations and ha- 

bitations, and with exceſſive labour and travel, hazard and 

charge, did tranſplant themſelves into the midſt of the Indian 
natives, Who, as we are informed, are the moſt potent prin- 
ces and people of all that country; whereby the good _ | 
| „ - * cence 


TO RHODE ISLAND | 
dence of God (from whom the plantations have taken their 
name) upon their labour and induſtry, they have not only 
been preterved to admiration, but have increaſed and proſper- 
ed, and are ſeized and poſſeſſed, by purchaſe and conſent of 
the ſaid natives, to their full content, of ſuch lands, iſlands, 
rivers, harbours, and roads, as are very convenient both for 
plantations, and alſo for building of ſhips, ſupply of pipe- 
ſtayes, and other merchandize, and which lies very commo- 
dious in many reſpeCts for commerce, and to accommodate 
our ſouthern plantations, and may much advance the trade of 
this our realm, and greatly enlarge the territories thereof; 
they having, by near neighbourhood to, and friendly ſociety 
with, the great body of the Narraganſet Indians, der them 
encouragement, of their own accord, to ſubje& themſelves, 
their people and lands, unto us; whereby (as is hoped) there 
may, in time, by the 1 God upon their endeavours, 
be laid a ſure foundation of happineſs to all America, And 
whereas, in their humble addreſs, they have freely declared, 
That it is much on their hearts (if they be permitted) to hold 
forth a lively experiment, that a moſt flouriſhing civil ſtate 
may ſtand, and beſt be maintained, and that among our Eng- 
liſh ſubjects, with a full liberty in religious concernments, 
and that true piety, rightly grounded upon goſpel principles, 
will give the beſt and greateſt ſecurity to ſovereignty, and will 
lay in the hearts of men the ſtrongeſt obligations to true loy- 
, alty : now know ye, That we being willing to encourage the 

hopeful undertaking of our ſaid loyal and loving ſubjects, and 
do ſecure them in the free exerciſe and enjoyment of all their 
civil and religious rights appertaining to them as our loving 
ſubjects ; and to preſerve unto them that liberty in the true 
Chriſtian faith and worſhip of God, which they have fought. 
with ſo much travel, and with peaceable minds and loyal ſub- 
jection to our royal progenitors, and ourſelves, to enjoy: and 
breath ſome of the people and inhabitants of the ſame colony 
cannot, in their private opinion, conform to the public exer- 
ciſe of religion, according to the liturgy, form, and ceremo- 
nies of the church of England, or take or ſubſcribe the oaths 
and articles made and eſtabliſhed in that behalf; and for that 
the ſame, by. reaſon of the remote diſtances of thoſe places, 
will, as we hope, be no breach of the unity and uniformity 
_ Eſtabliſhed in this nation, have therefore thought fit, and do 
hereby publiſh, grant, ordain, and declare, that our royal will 
and pleaſure,is, That no perſon within the ſaid colony, at 
any time hereafter, ſhall be any-wiſe moleſted, puniſhed, dif- 
guieted, or called in queſtion, for any differences in opinion 
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-benefit of 


| Indemnity. 


- dence Plan- 


| tations, declare, That they the ſaid William Brenton, William Cod- 
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Grant tothe jn matters of religion, and do not actually diſturb the civil 


bf this ces. Peace of our ſaid colony; but that all and every perſon and 


ny of the perſons may, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, 


free exerciſe freely and fully have and enjoy his and their own judgments 
hg reli- and conſciences, in matters of religious concernments, 
en, throughout the tract of land hereafter mentioned, they behav- 
ing themſelves peaceably and quietly, and not uſing this li- 
berty to licentiouſneſs and profaneneſs, nor to the civil inju- 
ry or outward diſturbance of others, any law, ſtatute or clauſe 
therein contained, or to be contained, uſage or cuſtom of this 
realm, to the contrary hereof, in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 
And that they may be in the better capacity to defend them- 
ſelves in their juſt rights and liberties againſt all the enemies 
of the Chriſtian faith, and others, in all reſpects, we have fur- 
ther thought fit, and at the humble petition of the perſons 
They ſhall aforeſaid, are graciouſly pleaſed to declare, That they ſhall 
enjoy the have and enjoy the benefit of our late act of indemnity, and 
free pardon, as the reſt of our ſubjects in other our dominions 
nd territories have; and to create and make them a body po- 
itic or corporate, with the powers or privileges herein after 


the act of 


Incorpora- mentioned: and accordingly, our will and pleaſure is, and of , 


tion of di- our Eſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, we 
vers perſons have ordained, conſtituted and declared, and by theſe preſents, - 


in theProvi- - - - g 1 2 4 | 
for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do ordain, conſtitute, and 


ington, Nicholas Eaſton, Benedict Arnold, William Boul- 
ſton, John Porter, Samuel Gorton, John Smith, John 
Weekes, Roger Williams, Thomas Olney, Gregory Dexter, 

* Cogeſhall, Joſeph Clarke, Randall Houlden, John 

Greene, John Roome, William Dyre, Samuel Wildbore, 

Richard Tew, William Field, Thomas Harris, James Barker, 

'  _ Rainſborrow, - Williams, and John Nickſon, 

and all ſuch others as are now, or hereafter ſhall be admitted, 

free of the company and ſociety of our colony of Providence 
Plantations, in the Narraganſet Bay, in New England, ſhall | 

be, from time to time, and for ever hereafter, a body corpo- 
Nameof the tate and politic, in fact and name, by the name of the Go- 
corporation. vernor and Company of the Engliſh Colony of Rhode Iſland, 
' - © and Providence Plantations, in New England, in America; 
and that by the ſame name they and their ſucceſſors ſhall and 
may have perpetual ſucceſſion, and ſhall and may be perſons 

able and capable in the law to ſue and be ſued, to plead and be 
impleaded, to anſwer and to be anſwered unto, to defend and 
to be defended, in all and ſingular ſuits, cauſes, quarrels, 

matters, actions, and things, of what kind or nature 1 

: OE | | Te 
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and alſo to have, take, poſſeſs, acquire, and purchaſe lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, or any goods or chattels, and the 
ſame to leaſe, grant, demiſe, alien, bargain, ſell and diſpoſe of, 

at their own will and pleaſure, as other our liege people of 
this our realm of England, or any corporation or body poli- 
tic within the ſame, may lawfully do; and further, That they 
the ſaid, Governor and Company, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall 

and may, for ever hereafter, have a common ſeal, to ſerve and Common 
uſe for all matters, cauſes, things, and affairs whatſoever, of Seal. 
them and their ſucceſſors, and the ſame ſeal to alter, change, 

break, and make new from time to time, at their will and 
_ pleaſure, as they ſhall think fit. And further, we will and 
ordain, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, | 
do declare and appoint, 'That for the better ordering and ma- Govern= 
naging of the affairs and buſineſs of the ſaid company and PO | 
their ſucceſſors, there ſhall be one governor, one deputy go- 
vernor, and ten aſſiſtants, to be from time to time conſtituted, 

el ected, and choſen, out of the freemen of the ſaid company, 
for the time being, in ſuch manner and form as is hereafter in 
theſe preſents expreſſed ; which faid officers ſhall apply them- 
ſelves to take care for the beſt diſpoſing and ordering of the 
| 2 buſineſs and affairs of and concerning the lands and 

ereditaments herein aftermentioned to be granted, and the 

plantation thereof, and the government of the people there. 
And for the better execution of our royal pleaſure herein, we Appoint- 
do for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, aſſign, name, conſtitute, ment of the 
and appoint, the aforeſaid Benedict Arnold to be the firſt and . denn 
.preſent governor of the ſaid company, and the ſaid William ae bra FT 
| Brenton to be the deputy governor, and the ſaid William Boul- and afiit- 

| ſton, John Porter, Roger Williams, Thomas Olney, John *. 
Smith, John Greene, John Cogeſhall, James Barker, Wil- 

liam Field, and Joſeph Clarke, to be the ten preſent aſſiſtants 
of the ſaid company, to continue in the faid ſeveral offices 
reſpectively, until the firſt Wedneſday which ſhall be in the 
month of May now next coming, And further, we will, The gorer- 
and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do or- nor may at- 


dain and grant, That the governor of the ſaid company, for ſemble the 


ſaid compa- 


the time being, or in his abſence, by occaſion of ſickneſs, or een 


otherwiſe, by his leave or permiſſion, the deputy governor, as he thinks 
for 5 ſhall and may, from time to time, upon proper 

all occaſions, give order for the aſſembling of the ſaid compa- 

ny, and calling them together, to conſult and adviſe of the 

bufineſs and affairs of the ſaid company ; and that for ever here- 

after, twice in every year, that is to ſay, on every firſt Wed- 


neſday in the month of May, and on every laſt Wedneſday 


d firſt gover- 


rl 4 
. eee N 
= ker oem, ant — . . ” , 
— — .. ̃ 8 — ' _ 
1 8 — we » — — — K — 0 — * —— 5 an T aubuc} Ly 1 6 4 
q 2 * — — — — ——— —— —4 5 
- A * = r EY mm A rr nn Er o—— x 
2 IT FE IE 5 * — . a Race: — —— — ws: ves 3 3 
- < = = N * 1 — 
8 " —_ 8 » 
hn o . 


CHARTER GRANTED 


in OQober, or oftener, in cafe it ſhall be requiſite, the aft. 
ants, and ſuch of the freemen of the ſaid company, not ex- 


. ceeding ſix perſons, for Newport, four perſons for each of 


the reſpective towns of Providence, Portſmouth, and War- 
wick, and two perſons for each other place, town or city, who 
hall be from time to time thereunto elected or deputed by the 
major part of the freemen of the reſpeCtive places, towns or 
places for which-they.ſhall be ſo elected or deputed, ſhall have 
a general meeting or aſſembly, then and there to conſult, ad- 
viſe and determine, in and about the affairs and buſineſs of 
the ſaid company and plantations. And further, we do of 


” 
2 a 


in New England, in America, and their ſucceſſors, That the 
governor, or in his abſence, or by his permiſſion, the deputy 
governor of the ſaid company, for the time being, the aſſiſt- 
ants, and ſuch of the freemen of the ſaid company as ſhall be 
fo aforeſaid elected or deputed, or ſo many of them as ſhall be 
Preſent at ſuch meeting or aſſembly, as aforeſaid, ſhall be call- 
ed the general aſſembly; and that they, or the greateſt part 
of them then preſent, whereof the governor, or deputy go- 
vernor, and ſix of the aſſiſtants at leaſt, to be ſeven, ſhall have, 
and have hereby given and granted unto them, full power and 
authority, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, to 
appoint, alter, and change ſuch days, times and places of 
meeting, and general aſſembly, as they ſhall think fit, and 


to chuſe, nominate and appoint ſuch and ſo many perſons 


as they ſhall think fit, and ſhall be willing to accept the 


ſame, to be free, of the ſaid company and body politic, 


and them into the ſame to admit, and to ele, and conſti- 
tute ſuch offices and officers, and to grant ſuch needful 


commiſſions as they ſhall think fit and requiſite, for order- _ 
ing, managing, and diſpatching of the affairs of the ſaid go- 


vernor and company, and their ſucceſſors ;, and, from time 
to time, to make, ordain, conſtitute, or repeal, ſuch laws, ſta- 
tures, orders and ordinances, forms and ceremonies of go- 
vernment and naeh, as to them ſhall ſeem meet, for the 


good and welfare of the ſaid company, and for the government 


and ordering of the lands and hereditaments herein after men- 
tioned to be granted, and of the people that do, or at any time 
hereafter.ſhall inhabit, or be within the ſame ; fo as ſuch laws 

ordinances, and conſtitations, fa made, be not contrary and 


repugnant unto, but, as near as may, agreeable to the laws of 


this our realm of England, confidering the nature and conſti- 


tution of the place and people there; and alſo, to appoint, = 
ö \ ; ; Y | : * x 4 ety : 


* 


— 


our eſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, 
pe and grant unto the ſaid governor and company of the 
.ngliſh colony of Rhode Iſland and Providence Plantations, 


2 OR 3 „ „„ tt, cy fy mn wy, 


TO RHODE ISLAND. 


der, and direct, erect and ſettle ſueh places and courts, of ju- 
riſdiction, for hearing and determining of all actions, cales, 
matters and things, happening within the ſaid colony and 
plantation, and which ſhall be in diſpute, and depending 
there, as they ſhall think fit; and alſo to diſtiaguiſh and ſet 
forth the ſeveral names and titles, duties, powers and limits, 
of each court, office and officer, ſuperior and inferior; and 
alſo, to contrive and appoint ſuch forms of oaths and atteſ- 
tations, not repugnant, but as near as may be agreeable as 
aforeſaid to the laws and ſtatutes of this our realm, as are con- 
venient and requiſite, with reſpe& to the due adminiftration 
of juſtice, and due execution and Reg of all offices aud 
places of truſt, by the perſons that ſhall be therein concern= 
ed; and alſo to regulate and order the way and manner of all 
elections to offices and places of truſt, and to preſcribe, limit 
and diſtinguiſh the number and bounds of all places, towns - 
N and cities, with the limits and bounds herein after mention 
ed, and not herein particularly named, who have or ſhall 
| have the power of electing and ſending of freemen to the ſaid 
| general aſſembly ; and allo to order, direct and authoriſe, the - 
impoſing of lawful and reafonable fines, mulcts, impriſon- 
ments, and executing other puniſhments, pecuniary and cor- 
poral, upon offenders and delinquents, according to the 
courſe of other corporations, within this our kingdom. of Eng- 
land; and again, to alter, revoke, annul or pardon, under 
their common ſeal, or otherwiſe, ſuch fines, mulcts, impri- 
ſonments, ſentences, judgments and condemnations, as ſhall 
g be thought fit; and to direct, rule, order and diſpoſe of 
5 all other matters and things, and particularly that which re- 
lates to the making of purchaſes of the native Indians, as to 
them ſhall ſeem meet; whereby our ſaid people and inhabi- 
tants in the ſaid plantations, may be ſo religiouſly, peaceably 
and.civilly governed, as that by their good life, and orderly 
converſation, they may win and invite the native Indians of 
the country to the knowledge and obedience of the only true 
God and Saviour of mankind ; willing, commanding and re- 
uiring, and by theſe prefents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſ- 
ſors, ordaining and appointing, that all ſuch laws, ſtatutes, 
orders and ordinances, inſtructions, impoſitions and directiom, 
as ſhall be ſo made by the governor, deputy, aſſiſtants and 
freemen, or ſuch number of them as aforefaid, and publiſhed 
in writing under their common ſeal, ſhall be carefully and 
duly obſerved, kept, performed and put in execution, ac- 
cording to the true intent and meaning of the ſame. And 
theſe our lettets patents, or the duplicate or exemplification 
thereof, ſhall be to all and every ſuch officers, ſuperior or in- 
| | 3% ; ferior, 
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ferior, from time to time, for the putting of the fame orders, 

laws, ftatutes, ordinances, inſtructions and directions, in due 
execution againft us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, a ſufficient 

warrant and difcharge. And further, our will and pleaſure 

is, and we do hereby for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, eſtabliſh 

There ſhall and ordain, That yearly, once in the year for ever hereafter, 
323 namely, the aforeſaid Wedneſday in May, and at the town of 
of the go. Newport, or elſewhere if urgent occaſion do require, the go. 
vernor, c. Vernor, deputy governor, and aſſiſtants of the ſaid company, 
by the ge- and other officers of the ſaid company, or ſuch of them as the 
by 2 general aſſembly ſhall think fit, ſhall be in the ſaid general 
month of Court or aſſembly, to be held from that day or time, newly 
May. Choſen for the year enſuing, by greater part of the ſaid com- 
pany for the time being, as ſhall be then and there preſent, 

Accidental And if it ſhall happen that the preſent governor, deputy gover- 
vacancies by nor; and affiſtants, by theſe preſents appointed, or an f 
death or re- 5 hes P Np y F Y 


moval may {hall hereafter be newly choſen into their rooms, or any of 


be filled up them, or any other the officers of the ſaid company, ſhall die, | 


— or be removed from his or their ſeveral offices or places, befote 
' * the ſaid general day of election, (whom we do hereby declare 
Power to re- for any miſdemeanor or default, to be removable by the gover- 
; —_——— nor, aſſiſtants and company, or ſuch greater part of them, in 
any other any of the ſaid public courts to be aſſembled, as aforeſaid) 
| lr, for that then, and in every ſuch caſe, it ſhall and may be lawful 
ves Pang © to and for the faid governor, deputy governor, aſſiſtants and 
ſembled, as is aforeſaid, in any of their aſſemblies, to proceed 

to a new election of one or more of their company, in the 

room or place, rooms or places, of ſuch officer or officers ſo 

dying or removed, according to their directions. And im- 
mediately upon and after ſuch election or elections made of 

ſuch governor, deputy governor, aſſiſtant or aſſiſtants, or any 

other officer of the ſaid company, in manner and form afore- 

faid, the authority, office and power, before given to the for- 

mer governor, deputy governor, and other officer and officers 

fo removed, in whoſe ſtead and place new ſhall be choſen, 

ſhall, as to him and them, and every of them reſpectively, 

| ceaſe and determine : provided always, and our will and plea- 
The gov. ſure is, That as well ſuch as are by theſe preſents appointed 
e be the preſent governor, deputy governor, and aſſiſtants of 
take ſolemn the ſaid company, as thoſe which ſhall ſucceed them, and all 
engage- other officers to be appointed and choſen as aforeſaid, ſhall, 
che gage before the undertaking the execution of the ſaid offices and 
of their places reſpectively, give their ſolemn engagement by oath or 
e otherwiſe, for the due and faithful performance of their duties 


— 

r 

i 
* 


ch as 


company aforeſaid, or ſuch greater part of them ſo to be af- 
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rity to require, adminiſter or receive the ſame. And further, Manner in 
our will and pleaſure-is,*that all and every other future go- Which fu- 


time being, unto whom we do, by theſe preſents, give full 3 —— 


choſen by virtue of theſe preſents, from time to time, ſhall 

15 the like engagements to their offices and places re- 
pectively belonging, before the governor, or deputy gover- 

nor, for the time being; unto which ſaid governor, or de- 

puty governor, we do by theſe preſents give full power and 

authority to require, adminiſter, or receive the ſame accord- 

ingly. And we do likewiſe, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, The gover- 

give and grant unto the ſaid governor and company, and their ke IMO 
ueceſſors, by theſe preſents, that for the more peaceable and he | 

orderly government of the ſaid plantations, it ſhall and may according _ 

be lawful for the governor, deputy governor, aſſiſtants, and ink hung 

all other officers and miniſters, of the ſaid company, in the N 

adminiſtration of juſtice, and exerciſe of government, in the In uſe there 
faid plantations, to uſe, cxqreile, and put in execution, ſuch (nor deing 


methods, to the lawn 
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 mierwithout in the bounds and limits of their ſaid colonies, without the 


4 


—_ > :- CHARTER GRANTED 
*fEng.)un- methods, rules, orders, and directions, not being contrary and 


e, repugnant to the laws and ſtatutes of this our realm, as has been 


ſome gen, heretofore given, uſed, and accuſtomed in ſuch caſes reſpectively, 


- aſſembly. to be put in practice, until, at the next, or ſome other general 


aſſembly, eſpecial proviſion ſhall be made and ordained'in the 


Power of caſes aforefaid. And we do further, for us, our heirs and ſuc- 


_— . ceſſors, give and grant unto the ſaid governor and company, and 


leading their ſucceſſors, by theſe preſents, that it ſhall and may be lawful 
them out to to and for the ſaid governor, or in his abſence the deputy go- 
any enemies vernor, and major part of the ſaid aſſiſtants for the timę being, at 
that ſhall any time, when the ſaid general aſſembly is not fitting, to nomi- 
invade the nate, appoint and conſtitute ſuch and ſo many commanders, go- 
colon; vernors, and military officers, as to them ſhall ſeem requiſſte, 
for the leading, conducting, and training up the inhabitants of 
the ſaid plantations in martial affairs, and for the defence and 
— 1 of the ſaid plantations; and that it ſhall and may be 
lawful to and for all and every ſuch commander, governor, and 
military officer, that ſhall be ſo as aforeſaid, or by the governor, 

or in his abſence the deputy governor, and fix of the affiſtants, 
and major part of the freemen of the ſaid company, preſent at 
any general aſſemblies, nominated, appointed and conſtituted, 
according to the tenor of his and their reſpective commiſſions and 
directions, to aſſemble, exerciſe in arms, marſhal, array, and put 
in warlike poſture, the inhabitants of the ſaid colony, for their 
eſpecial defence and ſafety ; and to lead and conduct the ſaid 
inhabitants, and to encounter, repulſe, and reſiſt by force of 
arms, as well by ſea as by land, and alſo to kill, flay and 
deſtroy, by all fitting ways, enterprizes and means whatſo- 
cer, all and every ſuch perſon or perſons, as ſhall at any 
time hereafter attempt or enterprize the deſtruction, invaſion, 
detriment or annoyance of the ſaid inhabitants or plantations; 
and to uſe and exerciſe the law martial, in ſuch caſes only as 
occaſion ſhall neceſſarily require; and to take and ſurprize, 
'by all ways and means whatſoever, all and every ſuch perton 
and perſons, with their ſhip or fhips, armour, ammunition, 
or other goods of ſuch perſons as ſhall in hoſtile manner in- 
vade or attempt the defeating of the ſaid plantation, or the 

and upon hyrt of the ſaid company and inhabitants; and upon juſt 
ladet em cauſes to invade and deſtroy the natives, Indians, or other 
But they enemies of the ſaid colony. Nevertheleſs, our will and plea- 
may not in- ſure is, and we do hereby declare, to the reſt of our colonies 
4 in New- England, that it ſhall not be lawful for this our ſaid 
inhabiting colony of Rhode - Iſland and Providence plantations in Ame- 
other colo- rica, in New- England, to invade the natives inhabiting with- 


conſent of know- 


ro RHODE” ISLAND: Be, 
knowledge and conſent of the ſaid other colonies,” And it is And the o- 


hereby declared, that it ſhall not be lawful to or for the reſt of "hex N. 
the colonies to invade or moleſt the native Indians, or any other under the 
inhabitants inhabiting within the bounds or limits hereafter ſame reſtrie- 


mentioned, (they having ſubjected themſelves unto us, and an 


being by us taken into our ſpecial protection) without Indians that 


the knowledge and conſent of the governor and'' company inhabit 
of our colony of Rhode-Ifland. and Providence plantation. Khode-If. 


Alſo our will and pleaſure is, and we do hereby declare unto Provifion in | 


all Chriſtian Kings, Princes and States, that if any perſon, caſe any of 
which ſhall hereafter be of the ſaid company or plantation, 
or any other by appointment of the ſaid governor and com- colony of 
pany, for the time being, ſhall at any time or times hereafter Rhode: ft 
rob or ſpoil, by ſea or land, or do any hurt, or unlawful; the 
hoſtility, to any of the ſubjects of us, our heirs and ſuc- ſubjects of 
ceſſors, or any of the ſubjects of any Prince or State, being any ftate in 
then in league with us, our heirs and ſucceſſors; upon com- _— 
plaint of ſuch injury done to any ſuch Prince or State, or ns: 
their ſubjects, we, our heirs and ſucceſſors, will make. open 
proclamation, within any parts of our realm of England, fit 
for that purpoſe; that the perſon or perſons committing an 
ſuch e or ſpoil, ſhall, within the time limited by ſueß/ 
proclamation, make full reſtitution or ſatisfaction of all ſu th 
injuries done or committed, ſo as the ſaid Prince, or others ſo 
complaining, may be fully ſatisſied and contentedʒ and i;; 
the ſaid perſon or perſons, who ſhall commit any ſuch rob 
bery or ſpoil, ſhall not make ſatisfaction accordingly within 
ſuch time ſo to be limited, that then we, our heirs and ſuc- 
ceſſors, will put ſuch perſon or perſons out of our allegiance 
and protection; and that then it ſhall and may be lawful 
and free for all Princes or others, to proſecute with hoſtility - 
| ſuch offenders, and every of them, their and every of their 
ptocurers, aiders, abettors and -counſellors, in that behalf. 
Provided alſo, and our expreſs will and pleaſure is, and we do Refervation 


by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ordain and to the king's 


appoint, that theſe preſents ſhall not in any manner hinder other ſub- 


jects of the 


| ans of our loving ſubjects whatſoever, from ufing and exer- liberty of 
eiſing the trade of fiſhing upon the coaſt of New - England in fiſhing and 


America, but that they, and every or any of them, ſhall have A | 


full and free power and liberty to continue and uſe the trade 33 
of fiſhing upon the ſaid coaſt, in any of the ſeas thereunto ad. 
joining, or any arms of the ſea, or ſalt-water, rivers and 
creeks, where they have been accuſtomed to fiſh, and to 
build and ſet upon the waſte land belonging to the ſaid colon 
and , plantations, ſuch wharfs, ſtages, and worx-houſes , as 


— 


the inhabi- 
tants of this 


ſhall rob or 
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hall be neceſſary for thie ſalting, drying and keeping of their 
© fiſh; to be taken or gotten üpon that coaſt. And further, for 
the encouragement of the inhabitants of our faid colony of 
Providence plantation, to ſet upon the buſineſs of taking 
whales, it ſhall be lawful for them, or any of them, having 
truck a whale, dubertus, or other great fiſh, it or them to 
purſue unto that coaſt, and into any bay, river, cove, creek 
br ſhore, belonging thereto, and it or them, upon the ſaid 
cC.oaſt, or in the fai bay, river, cave, creek or ſhore, belong- 


moleſtation, they making no wilful waſte or ſpoil ; any thing 
in theſe preſents contained; or any other matter or thing to 

rds. the contrary notwithſtanding. And further alſo, we arg 
© *- graciouſly-pleaſed, and do hereby declare, that if any of the 
inhabitants of our ſaid colony do ſet upon the planting of 


encouragement therein, as to others in caſes of like nature, 


de deer And further of our more ample grace, certain knowledge, and 


to this co- mete motion, we have given and granted, and by theſe pre- 
lony any of ſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give and grant. 
the king's unto the ſaid governor and company of the Engliſh colony of 
who thall Rhade-Iſland and Providence plantation in the Narraganſett 
be willing bay in New- England, in America, and to every inhabitant 
1 thi- there and to every perſon and perſons trading thither, and 
io every ſuch perſon or perſons as are or ſhall: be free of the 
aid colony, full power and authority, from time to time, 
and at all times hereaiter, to take, ſhip,” tranſport, and carry 
away, out of any of our realms and dominions, for and to- 


wards the plantation and defence of the ſaid colony, ſuch and 


ſo many af our loving ſubjects and ſtrangers, as ſhall or will 


willingly accompany them in and to their ſaid colony and 


ee 5 plantation, except ſuch perſon or perſons as are or ſhall be 


= — ib or ſtatute of this realm; and alſo to ſhip and tranſport all and 
whatſoever,” that are or ſhall be uſeful or neceſſary for the faid 
plantations, and defence thereof, and uſually tranſported, 
and not prohibited by any law or ſtatute of this our realm; 


"goods and 
England. 
| we 


the duties, cuſtoms and ſubſidies, as are or ought to be paid 


General de- or payable for the ſame. And further, our will and pleaſure 


fo rex in. is, and we do, for us, pur heirs and ſucceſſors, ordain, de- 


clare 


| ing thereto, to kill and order for the beſt advantage without 


vineyards, (the ſoil and climate both ſeeming naturally 9 | 
cConcur to the production of wines) or be induſtrious in the 


therein reſtrained by us, our heirs and ſueceſſors, or any law 


all manner of goods, chattels, merchandize, and other things 


yielding and paying unto us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ſuch 
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further know ye, 


and 1 their ſueceſſors, all that part of our do- 


hantick and Nanhyganſett alias Narraganſett bay and count 


thence along the eaſtwardly ſide or bank of the ſaid river 


. TLRs 


1 


To RHODE ISLAND; 1 


clare and grant, unto the ſaid governor and company, and eee of 
their ſucceſſors, - that all and eyery the ſubjects of us, our 
heirs and ſucceſſors, which are already planted and ſettled : 
within qur faid colony of Providence plantations, -or* Whick 4 
ſhall hereafter | go to inhabit within the ſaid colony, andiall 3 
and every of their children which have been born there, rr. 
which ffiall happen hereafter to be born there, or on the ſea 
going thither or returning from thence, ſhall have and enſoß 

all liberties and immunities of free and natural ſubjects, with- 
in any the dominions of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, to all in- 

tents,” conſtructions and purpoſes 'whatſoever, as if they and 

every of them were born within the realm of England. And Grant of 6 
; that we, of our more abundant grace, cer: e leg 1 
tain knowledge, and mere motion, have given, granted and to the ſaid - 
confirmed, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſue- * 1 
geſſors, do give, grant and confirm, unto the ſaid governor a 


minions, in New-England in America, containing the Nas „ 
tries and parts adjacent,” bounded on the weſt, or weſterly; 

to the middle or channel of a river there, eommonly called and 

known by the name of Pawceatuck alias Pawcawtuck river, ' 
and ſo along the faid river, as the greater or middle ſtream _— 
hereof reacheth or lies up into the north country, northward 43 
unto the head thereof, and from thence by a ſtrait linedrawn 
due north, until it meet with the ſouth line of 'the' Maſſa- 3 
chuſets-colony, and on the north or hortherly by ihe afore- 1 
ſaid ſouth or ſoutherly line of the Maſſachuſets colony or 1 
plantation, and extending towards the eaſt or eaſtwardly 

three Engliſh miles, to the eaſt and north-eaſt of the —— 
eaſtern and north-eaſtern parts of the aforeſaid Narraganſett 
bay, as the ſaid bay lieth or extendeth itſelf from the ocean 
on the ſouth or ſouthwardly, unto the mouth of the river 
which runneth towards the town of Providence, and from 


(higher called by the name of Seacunck river) up to the falls 
called Patucket falls, being the moft weſtwardly line of Ply- 
mouth colony; and ſo from the ſaid falls, in a ſtrait line 


tj | Sas . $ ee, | | ; 3 
due north, until it meet with the aforeſaid line of the Maſſa. 


chuſets colony, and bounded on the fouth by the ocean | 
and in 1 lands belonging to the town of Provi- 5 
dence, Patuxit, Warwicke, Miſquammacock alias Pawca- PA, 
tuck, and the reſt upon the main land, in the tract aforeſaid; T1 
together with Rhode-Iſland, Blocke-Iſland, and all the reſt 

ef the iſlands and banks in the Narraganſett bay, and bor- 
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CHARTER GRANTED 


dering upon the coaſt of the tract aforeſaid, (Fiſhers-Ifland 
only excepted) together with all firm lands, foils, grounds, 
havens, ports, rivers, waters, fiſhings, mines royal, and all 
other mines, minerals, precious ſtones, quarries, woods, 
wood-grounds, rocks, ſlates, and all and ſingular other com- 
modities, juriſdictions, royalties, privileges, franchiſes, pre- 
eminences and hereditaments whatſoever, within the ſaid 
tract, bounds, lands and iſlands aforeſaid, to them or any 
um of them belonging, or in any-wiſe appertaining. To have 
and to hold the ſame, unto. the ſaid. governor and company, 

| and their ſucceſſors for ever, upon truſt, for the uſe and be- 
gneſit of | themſelves, and their aſſociates, freemen of the aid 
Fenendum. colony, their heirs and aſſigns. To be holden of us, our 
hbhheirs and ſucceſſors as of the manor of Eaſt-Greenwich, in 
our county of Kent, in free and common ſocage, and not 
in capite, nor by Knight's ſervice. Vielding and pay. 
ing therefore to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, only the fifth 
part of all the ore of gold and ſilver, which from time to 
time, and at all times hereafter, ſhall be there gotten, had 
or obtained, in lieu and ſatisfaction of all ſervices, duties, 
files, forfeitures made or to be made, claims and demands 
whatſoever, to be to us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, therefore or 
"thereout/ rendered, made or paid; any grant or clauſe, in a 
late grant to the governor and company of Connecticut colony 

in America, to the contrary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtand- 

ing; the aforeſaid Pawcatuck river having been yielded after 

much debate, for the fixed and certain bounds between theſe 

our ſaid colonies, by the agents thereof, who have alſo 
agreed, that the ſaid Pawcatuck river ſhall be alſo called alias 
arrogancett or Narroganſett river, and to prevent future 

diſputes that otherwiſe might ariſe thereby, for ever here- 

after, ſhall be conſtrued, deemed and taken to be the Nar- 
rogancett river, in our late grant to Connecticut colony, 

Appeals to mentioned as the _ bounds of that colony. And fur- 
ure is, that in all matters of public 

controverſies, which may fall out between our colony of Pro- 

vidence plantation, to make their appeal therein to us, our 

| | heirs and ſucceſſors, for redreſs in ſuch cafes, within this 
Liberty to gur realm of England; and that it ſhall be lawful to and for 
paſs and re- the inhabitants of the ſaid colony of Providence plantation, 
the other without lett or moleſtation, to paſs and repaſs with freedom 


_ Engliſh co- jnto and through the reſt of the Engliſh colonies, upon their 


lower, awful and civil occaſions, and to converſe, and hold com- 


merce, and trade with ſuch of the inhabitants of our other 
Engliſh colones as ſhall. be willing to admit them * 
. . N 2; JOE 


— 


10 RAODE ISLAND: 


they behaving themſelves peaceably among them; any act, 
clauſe or ſentence, in any of the ſaid colonies provided, or 
that ſhall be provided, to: the contrary in any wiſe notwiths 


ſtanding, And laſtly, we do for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 


ordain and grant unto the ſaid governor and company, and 
their ſucceſſors, by theſe preſents, that theſe our letters pa- 
tents ſhall, be firm, good, effectual and available, in 2 

things in the law, to all intents, conſtructions and purpoſes 
whatſoever, according to our true intent and meaning herein 
before declared; and ſhall be conſtrued, reputed and adjudg- 
ed, in all cafes, moſt favourably on the behalf, and for the 
beſt benefit and behoof of the ſaid governor and company, 
and their ſucceſſors, although expreſs mention, &c. In wits 


* . , « $ 


neſs, &c. witneſs, &c. 


Per Ipſum Regem. 
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of his loving ſubjects in the ſouthern parts. 
hold, poſſeſs and enjoy all and ſingular the aforeſaid continent, 
lands, territories, iſlands, hereditaments and precincts, ſeas, 
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' CHARLES by the grace of God, King of England, Seot- 


land, France, an 


. % * 
LY . 


Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Ke. 


To all co whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, Greeting. 


VW HEREAS our moſt deate and royal Father King fames 


of bleſſed memory, by his Highneſs's letters patents 


beareing date at Weſtminſter the third day of November, in 
the eighteenth year of his reign, hath given and granted unto 


the Councel eſtabliſhed at Plymouth in the county of Devon, 
for the planting, ruling, ordering and governing of New- 
England in America, and to their heirs ſucceſſours and affignes 
for ever: All that part of America lying and being in breadth 
from fourty degrees of northerly latitude from the equinoxtial} 


line, to fourty-eight degrees of the ſaid northerly latitude in- 
cluſively, and in length of and within all the breadth aforeſaid 


throughout the maine lands from ſea to ſea, together alſo 
with all the firme lands, ſoyles, grounds, havens, ports, rivers, 
waters, fiſhing, mines, and mineralls, as well royall mines 
of gould and ſilver, as other mines and mineralls, precious 
ſtones, quarries, and all and ſingular other commodities, 


juriſdictions, privileges, franchiſes and preheminences both 


within the ſaid tract of land upon the maine, and alſo within 
the iſlands and ſeas adjoining, Provided always that the ſaid 


iſlands or any the premiſſes by the ſaid letters patent intended 
and meant to be granted were not then actually poſſeſſed or 


inhabited ” any other chriſtian prince, or ſtate, nor within 
the bounds 


before granted by our ſaid deare father to be —— by ſuch 


o have and to 


waters, fiſhings, with all and all manner their commodities, 
royalties, liberties, preheminences, and profits that ſhould 
from thenceforth ariſe from thence, with all and ſingular their 
appurtenances, and every part and parcel thereof, unto the 


of 


imits or territories of the ſouthern colonies then 


ſaid Councel, and their ſucceſſors and aſſignes for ever, = 
| ; | | | e 


granted to the Colony of | the Mass. 


* 
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tie ſole ald proper uſe, benefit and behoof of them the (aid | 
Councet arid their ſuteeſſors and affignes for ever: To be Tenure, 
houlden vf our ſaid moft dear and * — Father, his heirs and 

Tucceſfors; as of his mannor of Eaft-Greenwich in the county 

of Kent, in free and common ſoccage, and not in capite nor 

by knights ſervice; Yielding and paying therefore to the ſaid Rent. 

late King, his heirs and ſucceſſors the fifth part of the oare of 

gould and ſilver which ſhould from time to time and at all 

times then after happen to be found, gotten, had and obtain- 

ed, in; at, or within any of the lands, limits, territories and 

pfeciticts, or in or within any part or parcel thereof, for or in 

reſpect of all and all manner of duties, demands and ſervices 

whatfoever-to be done made or paid to our faid dear Father 

the late King, his heirs and ſueceſſors; as in and by the ſaid 
letters patent (amongſt ſundry other clauſes, powers, privi- 

. leges and grants therein contained) more at large appeareth, 

And whereas the ſaid Counrel eſtabliſhed at Plymouth in the Recital of a 
county of Devon, for the planting, ruling, ordering, and 3 o_ 
governing of New-England, in America, have by their deed 1c Man. 

indented; under their commou ſeal, bearing date the nine- chuſetts 

teenth day of March laſt paſt, in the third year of our reign, Bez, (being 
wen, granted, bargained; fold, enfeoffed, aliened and con- Pu 

Armed to Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John Young, knights, before- 
Thomas So6uthcott, John Humphrey, John -Endicott and mentioned) 

Symon Whetcomb, their heits and afſociates for ever, all Cen . 

that part of New-England in America aforeſaid, which lieth pyymouth 

and extendeth between a great river there commonly called to Sir Hen, 

Monomack, alias Merrimack, and a certain other river there Roſewell = 

called Charles river, being the bottom of a certain bay there 8 | 

commonly called Maſſachuſetts, alias Mattachuſetts, alias 3 Car. 19 

Maſſatuſetts bay, and alſo all and fingufar thoſe lands and 

hereditaments whatſoever Nes and being within the ſpace 

of three Engliſh miles on the ſouth part of the ſaid Charles 

river, or of oy or every part thereof, and alfo all and fingular 

the lands and beredicaments whatſoever, lying and bein 

within the ſpace of three Engliſh miles to the ſouthward * 

the ſouthermoſt part of the ſaid bay called Maflachuſetts, 
alias Mattachuſetts, alias Maffatuſetts bay, and alſo all 

thoſe lands and hereditaments which lye and be within the 

ſpace of three Engliſh miles to the northward of the ſaid river 
_ called Monomack, alias Merrimack, or to the northward of 

any and every part thereof, and all lands and hereditaments 

_ whatſoever, lying within the limits aforeſaid, north and fouth,: 
in latitude and breadth, and in length and longitude, of an 


| | de, < 
_ within all the breadth aforefaid, throughout the main lands 
c | 4 ES G | | ; 


— > 
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there, from the Atlantick and weſtern ſea and ocean on the 
ceaſt part, to the ſouth ſea on the weſt part, and all lands 
and grounds, place and places, ſoils, wood and wood 
grounds, havens, ports, rivers, waters, fiſhing and heredi- 
jaments whatſoever, lying within the ſaid bounds. and limits, 
and every part and parcel thereof, and alſo all iſlands lying 

in America aforſaid in the ſaid ſeas or either of them on the 
weſterne or eaſterne coaſts or parts of the ſaid tracts of lands 

by the ſaid indenture mentioned to be given, granted, bar- 
gained, ſold, enfeoffed, aliened and confirmed or any of 
them: And alſo all mines and mineralls, as well royall 
mines of gould and ſilver, as other mines and mineralls what- 
ſoever in the ſaid lands and premiſſes or any part thereof: 

And all juriſdictions, rights, royalties, liberties, freedoms, 
immunities, priviledges, franchiſes, preheminencies, and 
commodities Whatſoever, which they the ſaid Councel eſta. 

- bliſhed at Plymouth in the county of Devon for the plant- 
ing ruling ordering and governing, of New-England in 
America then had or might. uſe, exercife or enjoy, in and 
within the ſaid 1 premiſſes by the ſaid indenture 
mentioned to be given, granted, bargained, ſould, enfeoffed 
5 and confirmed, or in or within any part or parcel thereof. 
Habendum. To have and to hould the ſaid part of New- England in 
America which lyeth and extends and is abutted as afore- 

| ſaid, and every part and. parcel. thereof: And all the ſaid 
- iſlands, rivers, ports, havens, waters, fiſhings, mines and 
mainerals, juriſdictions, franchiſes, royalties, liberties, pri- 
viledges, commodities, hereditaments and premiſſes whatſo- 
eeuyer, with the appurtenances, unto; the ſaid Sir Henry 
Roſewell, Sir John Lounge, Thomas Southcott, John 
Humfrey, John Endecott and Symon: Whetcomb, their 
heirs and aſſignes, and their aſſociates, to the only proper 

and abſolute aſe and behoof of the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, 

Sir John Younge, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John 
Endecott and Symon Whetcomb, their. heires, and affignes, 


and aſſociates for evermore. To be houlden of us, our 
heirs and 1 as of our mannor of Eaſt- Greenwich in 
Po: the county of Kent, in free and common ſoccage, and not 
Rent. in capite,, nor by knights ſervice, yielding and paying there- 
| fore unto us. our heirs and ſucceſſors, the fifth part of the 
dare of gould and ſilver which ſhall from time to time and 
at all times hereafter happen to be found, gotten, had and 
obtained, in any of the ſaid lands within the ſaid limits, or 
in or within any part thereof, for and in ſatisfaction of all 
manner of duties, demands and ſervices whatſoeyer, 49, he 
e Ff done, 
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f.. or ſucceſſors, a6.in'and] 
by the ſaid Tecited indenture more at lardge may appear. 
Now know ye, that we, at the humble ſuite and petition. 4 
of the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John Younge, Thomas 
Southcott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, and Symon 
Whetcomb, and of others whom they have aſſociated unto. 
them, Have, for divers good Cauſes and "conſiderations us rn 7 
moving, granted and confirmed, and by theſe, preſents of ig Jag r. 
our eſpeciall grace, certain knowledge and meere motion, do cited grant 
rant and confirm unto the ſaid Sir Deny, Roſewell, Sir by the King. 
John Younge, Thomas 'Southcott, John Humfrey, John - 
Endecott, and Symon Whetcomb, and to their aſſociates - - 
hereafter- named (vide licet) Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Knt. ey 
Ifaae "Johnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Matthew .- 
Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard 
Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathanael Wright, Samuel 
Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, 
1 Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William 
aſſall, William Pinchon, and George Foxcroft, their heirs 
and aſſignes, all the ſaid part of New England in America, 
lyeing and extending betweene the bounds and limits in 
the Eid recited indenture expreſſed, and all lands and 
grounds, place and places, ſoyles, wood and wood grounds, 
havens, ports, rivers, waters, mines, mineralls, juriſdie- 
tions, rights, royalties, liberties, freedoms, immunities, pri- 
viledges, franchiſes, preheminences, hereditaments and com- 
modities whatſoever: to them the faid Sir Henry Roſewell, 
Sir John Vounge, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, 
John Endecott and Simon Whetcombe, their heirs. and 
aſſignes, and to their affociates by the ſaid recited indenture 
given, granted, bargained, ſould, enfeoffed, aliened and conſirm- 
ed, or mentioned or intended thereby to be given, granted, bar- 
gained, ſould, enfeoffed, aliened and confirmed. To have and Habendum. 
to hould the faid part of New England in America and other 
the premiſſes hereby mentioned to be granted and confirmed 
and 785 part or parcell thereof, with the appurtenances, unto 
the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard 
Saltonſtall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John En- 
decott, Symon Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnfon, Samuel Alder- 
ey, John Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, In- 
creaſe Nowell; Richard $37 Richard Bellingham, Natha» 
niel Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas 
Joffe, Thomas Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, 
BY Thomas Hutchins, William Vaflall, William Pinchon, and | | 
== George Foxeroft, their heirs and aſſignes for ever, to their | <1 
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to time and at all times hereafter ſhall be there gotten, had or 


.. obtained, for all ſervices, exactions and demands vrhatſoever, 


according to the tenure and reſervation in the ſaid recited in- 


nnter tlie denture expreſſed, And further know ye, that of our more 


ſame tract 


the ſame 


perſons by and ſucce rs give and grant unto the-ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, S 


the King 
himſelf, 8 


.., ſouthward of the rm. 2 
aſſachuſetts, alias Mattachuſetts, 


the breadth aforeſaid t 


eſpecial] race, certain know ledge and meere mation, we have 


ein and granted, and by theſe preſcut do-for us our heirs. 


Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Thomas South» 


Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderſy, : 
dock, 5 Increa 


Richard Be 


de abt Humfrey, John Endecatt,, Simon Whetcombe, 


ingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vaſſal 


Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John 


Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William Vaſlall, . 
William Pinchon, and George Foxcroft, their heirs and 


aſſignes, all that part of New-England in America, which 


lies and extends between a great river there commonly called 
Monomack river, alias Merrymack river, and a certain other 
river there called Charles river, being in the bottom of a cer- 


tain bay there commonly called Maſffachuſets, alias Matta- 


chuſets, alias Maſſatuſets bay, and alſo all and ſingular thoſe. 


lands and hereditaments whatſoever lying within the ſpace of 


three Engliſh: miles or the ſouth part of the ſaid river called 
Charles river, or of any or every part thereof, and alſo all 
and ſingular the lands and hereditaments whatſoever lyeing 
and being within the ſpace. of three Engliſh. miles to. the 

of the ſouthermoſt of the ſaid bay called 

Mattachuſctts, alias MaCaruſets, bay, 
And allo all thoſe lands and hereditaments whatſoever which, 


1ye and be within the ſpace. of three Engliſh miles. to the 


rthward- of the ſaid, river. called Monomack, alias Mer- 
rimack, or 
of, and alt ] 


breadth, and in langth and longitude of and within all 


the Atlantick and weſtern ſea and ocean on the eaſt 


part, to the ſouth; ſea on the weſt parte, and all lands and 


gtounds, place and places, ſoyles, wood and wood grounds, 
havens, ports, rivers, waters and hereditaments * 5 
. | yeing 


per and-abſolute uſe and hebogfe for evermore,.. Te. 
1 of us our heirs and ſucceſſours as of our mannor 
Greenwich aforeſaid in free and common. ſaccage. 
and not in capite nor by knights ſerviee, and alſo yielding 
and paying therefore to us our heirs and ſucceſſours the fifth 
part only of all oare of gould and ſilver, which from time 


"RES ID lr HD n 4 a OY FER 1 


ohn Ven, Matthew Crad- 
Nowell, Richard Ferry, 


to the northward of any and every part ther- 
of, and all lands and hereditaments whatſoever lycing with- 
in the limits aforeſaid north and ſouth} in latitude and 


roughout the maine lands there, from 


a ae. © 
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lyeing within the ſaid bounds and limitz, and every part and 
— thereof, and alſo all iſlands in America aforeſaid in 
the ſaid ſeas or either of them, on the weſtern or eaſtern 
coaſtes, or partes of the ſaid tracts of lands hereby mentioned 
to be giwen or. granted or any of them, and all. mines and 
mineralls as well royall mines of gould and ſilver as othgg;..... 
mines and mineralls whatſoever in the ſaid lands and pr,. 
| nilles.or ang pen bene dad deen Hier of Aſking, an. BN: 
within any the rivers or waters within the bounds and limits, 
aforeſaid and the ſeas thereunto adjoining, and all fiſhes,. 


royal fiſhes, whales, balan, ſturgeon, and other fiſhes of ht 
kind or nature ſoever, that ſhall at any time hereafter be taken 
ſaid. Sir Henry Jolowlh. Sir John Younge,.; Sir Richagd __. 
Saltonſtall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, John. 


decott, Symon W hetcambe, Iſaac Jobafon, Samuel Alderſey, ©- 
n Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, Increals” © 
| Nowell, Richard 0:0 Richard. Bellingham, |, Nathanief 
_ Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus Katon, Thomas Goffe, | 
Thomas, Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, 'Thomas. Pe 
Hutchins, William Vaſſall, William Finchen, and Georg 
Foxcroſt, their heirs and aſſignes, or by any other perſon or 
perſons whatſoever. there inhabiting, by them or any of tbem 
appointed to fiſh therein. Provided always that if the ſaid lands, Proviſos. 
iſlands, or any other the premiſſes herein before mentioned; and 
by theſe — intended and meant to be granted, were at 
the time of the granting of the ſaid former letters patents, 
dated the third day of November, in the eighteenth yeace of 
our ſaid.deare fathers reigne aforeſaid, actually poſſeſſed or in- 
habited by any other chriſtian; prince or ſtate, or were within. 
the bounds, limits, ox. territories of that ſoutherne colonic; 
then before granted by. our ſaid late father to be planted. by 


8. * 


divers of his loveing ſubjects in the ſouth parts of America, 
that then this preſent grant ſhall not extend to any ſuch parts 

on parcells thereof, ſo formerly inhabited or lying within te 
bauads of the ſouthern. plantation. 2s aforeſaid, but 2 m; 
thoſe parts or parcells ſo; poſſeſſed or inhabited by ſuch chri -.- 
tian prince or ſtate, or being within the bounds aforeſaid, 

ſhall be utterly voide, theſe preſents or any thing therein con- 
tained to the contrary notwithſtanding. To have and to hould, Habendum. 
poſſeſs and enjoy the ſaid parts of New - England in America.. 
which, lye, extend and are abutted as aforeſaid and ever 

part and parcell thereof, and all the iſlands, rivers, ports 
havens, waters, fiſhings, fiſhes, mines, minerals, juriſdictions, 
franchiſes, royalties, liberties, priviledges, commodities and 

4 premiſſes whatſoever, with the appurtenances, unto the ſaid 

$ | V; Sir 
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Sir Henry Rofewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Salton. 


ſtall} Thomas Southeott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, 


ymom Whetcombe, Iſaae fohnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John 


Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, 
Richard-Perry, Richard Bellingham. Nathaniell Wright, 


| 


muc}V zfla}; Theophilus Eaton; Thomas Goffe, Thomas 


ams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins,” 
iniam Vaſfall, W flitacn Pinchon and George Foxcroft, 
ir heirs and aſſignes forever, to the only proper and 
ſole: uſe and behoofe of the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, 

John Veunge, Sir Richard Saltonſtal, Thomas South. 
6 John Humfre 


bac Jobnſon, Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Matthew 
dock, George Harwood; Increaſe Nowell, Richard 
fy, Richard Be lingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel 


MVSEVM 
BRITANNICVM 


- vernment 


24 Vialall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, 
1 Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William 
| aſſall, Wiliam-Pinchon,” and George F oxcrofte, their 
Tenure. heires and aſſigneß forevermore. To be houlden of us, our 
og heits and ſucceſſours, as our mannor of Eaſt Greenwich in 


the county of Kent within our realme of England, in free 


and common” foceage; and not in capite, nor by knights 
ſervice, and alfo'yeelding and paying therefore to us, our 
heeires and ſucceſſors the fifth part only of all bare of gould 
and ſilver which from time to time and at all times hereafter 
hall be there gotten, had or obtained, for all ſervices,” ex- 
actions and demands whatſoever. Provided alwayes and our 


expreſſe will and meaneing is, that onely one fifth part of the | 
gould'and filver oare above mentioned in the whole, and no 


more, be reſerved or payeable unto us, our heirs and ſuceeſ- 
ſours,” by colour or vertue of theſe preſents, the double re- 
ſervations or recitals aforeſaid, or any thing therein contained 


_ Neceſſity of notwithſtanding.” And for as much as the good and preſ- 


good So- rerous ſucceſſe of the plantation of the ſaid parts of New- 


tothe ſuc. England aforeſaid intended by the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewell, 


dess of the Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Thomas South-' 
| NO cott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, Symon Whetcombe, 


Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderfey, John Ven, Matthew 
Craddock, George ' Harwood, Increaſe Nowell, Richard 
Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel 
Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, 
ohn Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William 
Taſſall, William Pinchon, and George Foxcroft, to be 
EA ſett upon, cannot but chiefely depend, next under 


Authority, 


* 


rey, John Endecott, Symon Whetcombe, 


athority, upon the good government of the ſame; to the end 
happen and ariſe concerning the ſaid lands and the plantation 
of the ſame, may be the better managed and ordered. We Incorpora- | 
have further hereby of our eſpeciall grace, certain knowledge g .. | 
and meere motion, given, granted and confirmed, and for the fad 
us, our heires and ſueceſſours, e rye and confirme Land. 
unto our ſaid truſtie and well- beloved ſubjects, Sir Hen, 


5 

% * 2 

tk 2 
— 


ö 

' Roſewell, Sir John Vounge, Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Thomass 
Southcott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, Symon Whet . 
comb, Iſaac Johnſon; Samuel Alderſey, John Ven, Matthew * - © 
Craddock, George Harwood, | Increaſe Nowell, : Richard * 
Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniell Wright, Samael! 
Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, FThomas Adams,, --* 
John- Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William 
Vaſſall, William Pinchon and George Foxcroft, and for 

us, our heires and ſucceſſours, wee will and ordaine, That 

the ſaid Sir Henry Roſewel}, Sir John Vounge, Sir Richard = 
Saltonſtall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey, Jahn Eu- 05 
= decott, Symon Whetcombe, Iſaac Johnſon, Samuel Alderſ ey,, 

= John Ven, Matthew Craddock, George Harwood; Increaſe 

= Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel 

Thomas Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas 

Hutchins, William Vaſſall, William Pinchon, and George 

Foxcroft, and all ſuch others as ſhall hereafter be admitted 

and made free of the-companie and ſociety hereafter. mentioned, 

RS ſhall from time to time and at all times forever hereafter be 

by virtue of theſe preſents one body corporate politique in | 
fact and name, by the name of the Governor and companie Name of the 
of the Maſſachuſetts Bay in New England: And them by Corporation 
the name of the Governor and Companie of the Maſſachu- 25 
ſetts Bay in Ne England, one body politique and corporate 
in. deed, fact and name, wee doe for us our heirs and ſuc- 7155 
eeſſors make, ordaine, oonſtitute and confirme by theſe preſents 
and that by that name they ſhall have perpetuall ſucceflion; perpetuat 
and that by the ſame name they and their ſucceſſors ſhall and Succeſſion. 

may be capable and inabled, as well to impleade and to be Capacity io 
impleaded, and to proſecute, demand and anſwer, and be an- plead and be 
ſwered unto, in all and ſingular ſuites, cauſes, quarrels, and impleaded. 

actions, of what kind and nature ſoever- And alſo to have; Capacity to- 

= take, poſſeſſe, acquire and purchaſe any lands, tenements, Land or * 

| or hereditaments, - or any goods or chattells, the ſame to Goods; ang 

leaſe, grant, demiſe, alien, bargain, ſell and diſpoſe of, 4. 50 grant 06, Rt 

other our leige people of this our realme of England, or auß; 


n 


* 
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d Other corporation or body politique of the fame max lawful J 
Common doe. And further, that the ſaid Governor — 9 


9 and their ſucceſſors may have forever one common ſeale td 


be uſed in all cauſes and occaſions of the ſaid Companie, and 
the ſame ſeale may alter, change, break and new make from 
time to time at their pleaſures. And our will and pleaſure is, 
the ſud and we do hereby for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ordaine and 
Corporation grant, that from henceforth for ever there ſhall be one Go- 
A Governor Vernor, one deputy Governor, and eighteen Aſſiſtants of the 
2 ghteen (ame Companie, to be from time to time conſtituted, elected 
8 and choſen out of the freemen of the ſaid Companie for the 
| time beinge, in ſuch manner and forme as hereafter in theſe 
TheirPower Prefents is expreſſed. Which ſaid officers ſhall apply them- 


| and Duty, ſelves to take care for the beſt diſpoſing and ordering of the 


| — buſineſs and affaires of for and concerning the ſaid 

lands and premiſſes hereby mentioned to be granted, and the 
plantation thereof, and the government of the people there. 

- And for the better execution of our royall pleaſure and 

grant in this'behalfe, we do by theſe preſents, for us our 

Nomination heirs and ſucceſſors, nominate, ordaine, make, and conſtitute 

of the firſt our well beloved the faid Matthew Craddock, to be the firſt 
d Aff. and- preſent Governor of the ſaid Companie, and the ſaid | 


"faats, Thomas Goffe to be deputy Governor of the ſaid Companie, 


and the ſaid Sir Richard Saltonſtall, Iſaac Johnſon,  Sa- | 
muel Alderſey, John Ven, John Humfrey, John Endecott, 
Symon Whetcombe, Increaſe Nowell, Richard Perry, Na- 
thaniel Wright, Samuel Vaſſall, Theophilus Eaton, Tho- 
mas Adams, Thomas Hutchins, John Browne, T4 
Foxcroft, William Vaſſall, and William Pinchon to be the 
preſent Affiftants of the faid Companie to continue in the 
aid ſeveral offices” reſpectively for ſuch time and in ſuch 
manner as in and by theſe preſents is hereafter declared and 


/Power to af- appointed. And: further we will, and by theſe prefents, for 
| ſemble the us, our heirs and: fucceffors, do ordaine and grant that the 


faid Com- (Zovernor of the ſaid Companie for the time being, or in 


PM mis abſenee, by ocenſion of ſickneſs or otherwiſe, the deputy 


Governor for the time being ſhall have authority from time 
to time, upon all occaſions, to = order for the afſembling 
of the ſaid Companie, and calling them together to con- 

ſult and adviſe of the : bufineſs and affaires of the ſaid 


mend | Compenie. And that the faid- Governor, deputy Governor 


Courrs, of and Aſſiſtants of the-faid Companie for the time being, ſhall 
f 21 or may once every month, or oftner at their pleaſures, aſ- 


vernor and femble and hould and keep a court or aſſembly of them- 


Aut. ſelves: for the better ordering and directing of their an, f 


And that any ſeven or more perſons of the Aſfiſtants,-together - 
with the Governor or deputy Governor ſo aſſembled, ſhall be 
faid, taken, held, and reguted to be, and ſhall be a full and 

ſufficient court or aſſembly of the. ſaid, Companie, for tde 
handling, ordering and diſpatebing of all ſuch buſineſſes ana 
occurrents, as ſhall from time to time happen, touching ib 
or concerning the ſaid Companie or plantation. And that Four geter! 
there ſhall or may be held and kept by the Governor or de- COLE ' =o 


4 


puty Governor of the ſaid Companie, and ſeven or more of Company in 
the ſaid Affiſtants for the time being, upon every laſt Wed-a Year: 
neſday in Hillary, Eaſter, Trinity and Michaelmas Termes © 
reſpectively for ever, one great, general] and ſoleil e 1 
which four general Aſſemblies ſhall be ſtyled and called, tile 
foure greate and generall courts of the ſaid Company: In 
al or any of which ſaid greate and generall coutts fo aſſem- 
bled, We do, for us, our heires and ſucceſſours, ive and 
grant to the ſaid Governour and Companie and theire ſuc- 
ceſſours, that the Governour, or in his abſence the deputy 
Governour, of the ſaid Companie for the time being, and 
ſuch of the Aſſiſtants and freemen of the ſaid Companie as 
Hall be preſent or the greater number of them ſo al bled, 
wheteof the Governour or deputy Governour and fix of the 
Aﬀiſtants, at the leaſt to be ſeven, ſhall have full power and Power to 
authority to chooſe, nominate and appoint ſuch and ſo many clect Free- 
others as they ſhall thinke fitt, arid that ſhall be willing to ud Cem 
accept the fame, to be free of the ſaid Company and Body, pany; 
and them into the ſame to admit: And to elect and conſtitute and to elect 
ſuch officers as they ſhall thinke fitt and requiſtte for the or- officers of 
Jering, managing and diſpatching of the e the ſaid he m5; 
Governor und Comipanie and theire ſucceſſours: And to nd to make 
make laws and ordinances for the good and welfare of the ſaid laus and or- 
Companie, and for government and ordering of the ſaid lands finances for 
and plantation, and the people inhabiteing and to inhabite 1 1 
the ſame; as to them from time to time ſhall be thought 
meete. So as ſuch. lawes and ordinances be not contraty or 
tepugnant to the laws and ſtatutes of this our realme of 
England. And our will and pleaſure is, and we do hereby The Gover- 
for us, our heires and ſuccefſours eſtabliſh and ordaine, That nor and de- 
a once in the yeare forever hereafter, namely the laſt away 1 
Wedneſday in Eaſter terme yearely, the Governour, deputy fitants,thall , | 
Governour and Affiſtants of the ſaid Companie, and all other be choſen. If 
' officers of the ſaid Companie ſhall, be in the generall court, Taler. 
or aſſemblie, to be held for that day or time, newly choſen for F 
- the yeare inſueing by ſuch greater part of the ſaid Companie 
for the time being, then and N preſent, as is aforeſaid. 
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Manner of And if it ſhall happen the preſent Governour, deputy Go. 
6 Tupp'ying in Yernour and Aﬀſtatts by th He wy 


ir and / y theſe preſents appointed, or ſuch 
the offices as ſhall hereafter be new. y choſen into their rooms, or any 
. the ſaid of them, or any other of the officers to be appointed for the ſaid 
creation: Companie, to dye, or to be removed from his or their ſeveral! 
dy deaths or offices or places before the ſaid generall day of election (whom 
removals. we do hereby declare for any miſdemeanor-or defect to be re- 


gray) ben moveable by the Governor, deputy Governor, Aſſiſtants and 


m- Companie, or ſuch greater part of them in any of the publick 
Fore their Courts to be allembled as is forefaid) that than and in every 
officers for ſuch caſe it ſhall and may be lawfull to and for the Governour, 
miſbeha- _ deputy Governour, Affiſtants, and Companie aforeſaid, or 
ſuch greater part of them ſo to be aſſembled as is aforeſaid, 
in any of their aſſemblies to proceed to a new election of one 
or more others of their Companie in the room or place, rooms 
or places, of ſuch officer or officers ſo dyeing or removed, ac- 
cording to their diſeretions. And immediately upon and after 
ſuch election and elections made of ſuch Governour, deputy 
Governour, Aſſiſtant or Aſſiſtants or any other officer of the ſaid 
Companie in manner and forme aforeſaid, the authority, office, 
and power before given to the former Governour, deputy Gover- 
nour, or other officer and officers ſo removed, in whoſe ſtead and 
place new ſhall be ſo choſen, ſhall as to him and them and every 


The officers Of them ceaſe and determine. Provided alſo, and our will and 


of the Com- pleaſure is that as well ſuch as are by theſe preſents appointed to 
#4 _ the . Governour, deputy Governour and Aſſiſtants of 
of office, the ſaid Companie, as thoſe that ſhall ſucceed them, and all other 
officers to be appointed and choſen as aforeſaid, ſhall, before they 
undertake the execution of their ſaid offices and places reſpec- 

tively, take their corporall oathes for their due and faithfull per- 
formance of their duties in their ſeveral offices and places, before 
ſuch perſonor perſons asare by theſe preſents hereunder appoint- 
ed to take and receive the ſame, that is to ſay, the faid Matthew 
Craddock, who is hereby nominated and appointed the preſent 

| Govetpour of the ſaid Companie, ſhall take the ſaid oathes before 

one a4 ore of the Maſters of our court of chancery for the time 

being, unto which Maſter or Maſters of the Chancery we do by 

theſe preſents give full power and authority to take and ad- 
miniſter the ſaid oath to the ſaid Governour accordingly. 
And after the faid Governour ſhall be ſo ſworne, then the 

ſaid Deputy Governour and Aſſiſtants before by theſe prefents 

'*  Hominated and 7. Ke ſhall take the ſaid ſeveral oathes, 

dc their offices and places reſpectively belonging, before the 
faid Matthew Craddock the preſent Governour fo ſworne 

'us aforeſaid. And every ſuch perſon as ſhall at the time of 
the annuall election, or otherwiſe, upon death or — 


be appointed to be the new Governour of the ſaid Companie, 
ſhall take the oathes to that place belonging before the Deputy __. 
| Governour or two of the Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Companie 
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at the leaſt for the time being. And the new elected Deputy - 
Governour and Afﬀiſtants, and all other officers to be here- 
after choſen as aforeſaid from time to time, ſhall take the 
oathes to their places reſpectively belonging, before the Go- 


vernour of the ſaid Companie for the time being. Unto 
Which ſaid Governour, 5 

we do by theſe preſents give 

give and adminiſter the 5 


OT eee and Affiſtants, 

full power and authority to 

aid oathes reſpectively, according 

to the true meaning herein before declared, without any 

.commiſſion or further warrant to be had and obtained of us, whoa 

our heirs and ſucceſſors in that behalfe, And we do further Power to 
of our eſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and meere motion, carry over to 
or us, our heires, and ſucceſſours, give and grant to the ſaid lia fen 

Governour and Companie and telt ſucceſſours for ever by perſons a 


theſe preſents, that it ſhall be lawfull and free for them and are willing 


of any o | | 1 er wi 
leade, carry, and tranſport for, in, and into their Voyages, cattle, and 
and for and towards the ſaid plantation in New England, all nr. 


heires or ſuccefſours, for the ſame, ” 


that none of the ſaid perſons be ſuch as | 

ſpeciall name reſtrained by us, our heires or ſucceſſours. An «ctraor. 
And for their further incouragement, of our eſpecial grace dinary in- 
and favour, we do by theſe preſents for us, our heires, and 
ſucceſſours, yeeld and grant to the ſaid Governor and Com- „ober. 
panie and theire Yacceſf | 


their wo at all and every time and 'times hereafter, out he, tag 


our realmes and dominions whatſoever, to take, ther with 


wiſe notwithſtanding, and without paying or yeelding any Exemptlon 
fr us our from the 

the ſpace of ſeven fete of 

e ee. Provided ſubſidies in 

all be hereafter by Fasland for 


ſeven years. 


nce of 


diſpenſing 
ours and every of them, their factors | 


and aſſignes, that they and every of them ſhall be free and Exemption 


4 


ſor the like ſpace of ſeyen years, and from all taxes and im- 


and cuſtoms. 


for from all taxes, ſubſidies and cuſtomes in New-England from taxes 
in Neu Ea 


3 
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nions of the 


Proviſion 
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Jand for fe- poſitions for the ſpace of twenty and"one. Leares upon all 


and from ai goods and merchandiſes at any time or times hereafter, either 


duties upon upon importation thither, or exportation from thence, into our 


- 


Cane Governour. and Companie and theire ſucceſſours, their deputies, 
cept 5 per factors and aſſignes, or any of them. N only the five 
Cent. oe pounds per centum due for cuſtome upon all 

ane yo 1 pd ets as after the ſaid ſeven yeares ſhall be expired 
England, or all he 6 


other domi- 


div ors of merchants : which five, pounds per centum onely bein 


one years. 


- 


LEI 


. their firſt landing within any part of the ſaid dominions. 


Proviſoe, 


ai he grant unte the ſaid Governour and Companie and their ſuc- 
gellours, that whenſoever, or ſo often as any cuſtome or 
4 ſublidc ſhall grow due or payable unto us, our heires or 


ſucceſiours, according to the limitation and appointment 
aforeſaid, by 


England hereby mentioned to be granted ag aforeſaid, or 
| any tne la: | , that then and ſo often 
2 and in ſuch caſe, the farmers, cuſtomers, and officers of our 
allowed Cuſtums of England and Ireland, and eyery of them for the 
for.the pay- time being, upon requeſt made to them by the ſaid Gover- 
pelf of the nour and Company or their ſucceſſours, factors, or affignes, 


| aid cuſtoms and upon convenient ſecurity to be given in that behalfe, 


hall give and allowe unto the ſaid Goyernour and Companie 
and their ſucceſſors, and to all and every perſon and perſons + 
free of that Companie as aforeſaid, fix months time for the 
payment of one halfe of all ſuch cuſtome and ſubſidie as 
ſhall be payable unto us, our heires and ſucceſſours, for the 
ſame, for which theſe our letters patents, or the duplicate, or 
the inrollment thereof, ſhall be unto our ſaid officers a ſufficient 
warrant and diſcharge.  Neyertheleſs, our will and pleaſure 
againſt a is, that any of the ſaid goods, wares and merchandiſes 
e INT which he or ſhall be at any time hereafter landed or exported 
S . 1 n 

>f goods to out of any of our realmes aforeſaid; and ſhall be ſhipped 
foreign a 4 e OPS "4 55 ; 055 * ; 4 7 : : OSS. = ty with 


8:8 is 
4 * 
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with a purpoſe not to be cartied to the parts of "New cane, 


under a pre- 
tence of car= 


1 - 


70 e Seq 4 | © WS W rente Warrant to 
* And wee do further will and by theſe preſents ee 


| =, | cceſfors, as allo all and Won , 
ſingular the cuſtomers, farmers and collectors of the cuſ- oe — 


bene, 


ing forth unto them of theſe letters patents, or the duplicite- prep 


'X ED 


3 3 chattels, wares or 
e faid lands and premiſes 


the Treaſurer, Chancellor and Barons of the Exchequer 

of us our heires and ſucceſſors, as to all and ſingular the 
cuſtomers, Farmors and Collectors of the cuſtoms ſubſidies 

and impoſts of us our heires and ſucceſſors, and all ſearch- 

ers and other the ' officers and minifters whatſoever of us our 

heires and ſucceſſors for the time being, be a ſufficient warrant 
and diſcharge in this behalfe. , And further our will and Perſons that 
| pleaſure is, and we doe hereby for us, our. heires and” ſuc- ſhall be born 
 Feffors, ordaine, declare and grant to the ſaid Goyernour and hn *Þ* lands | 


f 0 hg! for ever hereafter from time to time, as well to 


— - 2 
r E 
er. E. 
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rms r ena or 


be confider- Companie and theire ſucceſſors, That all and every the 


ed as nature 


ral horn ſub. ſubjeQs of us, our beires or ſucceſſors, which ſhall goe to 
jets, an 


jects. 


and inhabite within the ſaid lands and pre miſſes hereby men- 
tioned to be granted, and every of theire children which ſhall 
happen to be borne there, or on the ſeas in going thither ot 
returneing from thence, ſhall have and enjoy all liberties | 
and immunities of free and naturall ſubjects within any of | 
the dominions of us, our heires or ſucceſſors, to all intents, 
conſtructions and purpoſes whatſoever, as if they and every 
Powertoad- of them were borne within the realme of England, And that 
Saus dl. che Gayernour, and deputy Goternour of the ſaid Companic 
legianee & for the 7755 being or either of them, and any two or more 
ſupremacy of ſuch of the ſaid Aſſiſtants as ſhall be thereunto appointed 


— 0 per- by the faid Governour and Companie at any of their courts 


ſhall hereat- Or aſſemblies to be held as aforeſaid, ſhail and may at all 7 


ter ſettle in tymes and from tyme to tyme hereafter have full power and | 


_ the lands authority to adminiſter and give the oath and oathes of ſu- | 


hereby Premacie and allegiance or either of them, to all and every 


Per ſon perſons which ſhall at any tyme or tymes hereafter | 
goe or e to the lands and premiſſes hereby mentioned to be . 


* 


Power to granted to inhabite in the ſame. And wee do of our further 


and ond. race, certaine knowledge and meere motion, give and grant | 


nances not to the ſaid Governour and Companie and their. ſuccellors, | 
contrary to that it ſhall and may be lawfull to and for the Governour or 


Englans. deputy Goyernour and ſuch of the Aſſiſtants and Freemen 


of the ſaid Companie for the tyme being as ſhall be aſſembled 
in any of their generall courts aforeſaid, or in any other | 
courts to he ſpecially ſummoned and aſſembled for that pur- 
poſe, or the greater part of them (whereof the Governour gr 
_ deputy. Governour and ſixe of the Aſſiſtants to be always 
_ ſeven) from tyme to tyme to make, ordaine and eſtabliſh al 
manner of wholeſome and reaſonable orders, lawes, ſtatute: 
and ordinances, directions and 9 not contrary to 
the lawes of this our realme of England, as well for the ſet- 
tling of the formes and ceremonies of government and magi- 
ſtracie fitt and neceſſary for the ſaid e. and the inha. 
bitants there, and for nameing and ſtyling of all ſorts of 
officers bath ſuperiour and 4 which they ſhall find 


' © -needful for that government and plantation, and the diſtin- 


guiſhing and ſetting forth of the ſeverall duties, power 
and limits of every ſuch office and place, and the formes di 
ſuch aathes warrantable by the lawes and ſtatutes of this out 
realme of England as ſhall be reſpectively miniſtered unto 
them, for the execution of the ſaid ſeyeral offices and places, 
as alſo for the diſpoſing and ordering of the elections of ju 
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of the faid officers as Qhall be annuall, and of ſuch others as 
ſhall be to ſucceed” in caſe of death or removall, and mini- 
ſtring the ſaid oathes to the new elected officers, and for im- 
poſition of lawfull fynes, mulcts, impriſonment, or other 

anful correction, according to the courſe of other Corpora?- 
tions in this our realme of England, and for the directing, N. B. 
ruleing and diſpoſeing of all other matters and things whereby 
our ſaid people inhabiting there may be ſo religiouſly, peace- 

ably and civilly governed, as theire good life and orderly _ 
converſation may winne and invite the natives of that count 
to the knowledge and obedience of the onely true God and 
Saviour of mankind, and the chriſtian faith, which in our | 
royall intention and the adventurers free profeflion is the ata © 
principal end of this plantation. Willing, commanding and laws. dab * 
requiring, and by theſe preſents for us, our heites and ſuc- liſhed in 
cello, ordaineing and appointing, that all ſuch orders, 2 5 
lawes, ſtatutes bred ordinances, inſtructions and directions |. "50 
as ſhall be made by the Governour or Deputy-Governour of of the com- 
the ſaid Company and ſuch of the Aſſiſtants and Freemen as pany, all 
aforeſaid, and publiſhed in writing under theire common RON! 
ſeale, ſhall be carefully and duely obſerved, kept, performed ed. 
and putt in execution according to the true intent and 
meaneing of the ſame. And theſe our letters patents, or the 
duplicate, or exemplification, thereof, ſhall be to all and every 

ſuch officers, ſuperiour and inferiour, from tyme to tyme, 

for the putting of the ſame orders, lawes, ſtatutes, and or- 
dinances, inſtructions and directions in due execution, againſt 

us, our heires and ſucceſſors, a ſufficient warrant and di.. 
charge, And wee doe further, for-us, our heirs, and ſuc- The gover- 


ceſſors, give and grant to the ſaid Governour and Companie gun _— 


and their ſucceſſors, by theſe preſents, That all and every imployed by 


ſuch chiefe commanders, captains, gevernours and other thecompany 
officers and miniſters, as by the faid orders, lawes, ſtatutes, 2 Nev 
ordinances, inſtructions or directions of the ſaid Governour all govern 
and Companie for the tyme being, ſha}l be from tyme to the inhabi- 
tyme hereafter imployed either in the government of the ſaid een 5 | 
inhabitants and plantation, or in the way by ſea thither or to the fad 
from thence, according to the natures and limits of theire laws. 


| offices and places reſpectively, ſhall from tyme to tyme here- 


after for ever within the precincts and parts of New-England” 
hereby mentioned to be granted and confirmed, or in the way 
by ſea thither, or from hens; have full and abſolute power 
and authority to correct, puniſh, pardon, governe and rule 
fuch ſubjects of us, our heires, and ſucceſſors, as ſhall from 
tyme to tyme adventure themſelves in any voyage thither or 
e | . 
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from thence, or that ſhall at any tyme hereafter. inhabite 

within the precin&s and parts of New-England aforeſaid, 
according to the orders, lawes, ordinances; inftructions and 

8 directions aſoreſaid, not being repugnant to the lawes and 
Power to itatutes of our realme of England as aforeſaid. And wee do 
the A further, for us, our heires and ſucceſſors, give and grant to 
ee ſaid. Governour and Companie and their ſucceſſors, by 
fgentin the theſe preſents, I hat it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the 


1 chief commanders, governours and officers of the ſaid com- 
ereby 


md had panie for the tyme being, who ſhall be reſident in the ſaid 


inhabitavts and others there inhabiteing, by their appointment and di- 
n 


of the ſ Q: 
= 8 rection from tyme to tyme and at all tymes hereafter, for 


' themſelves their ſpeciall defence and ſafety to incounter, repulſe, repell 


| TubjeRs of ſucceſſors, and that upon ſuch injury done, and upon * 


by forde of and reſiſt by force of armes, as well by ſea as by land, and 
W by all fitting wayes and meanes whatſoever, all ſuch perſon 
and perſons as ſhall at any tyme hereafter attempt or enter- 

_ priſe the deſtruction, invaſion, detriment, or annoyance of 

the ſaid plantation or inhabitants: And to take and ſur- 

© priſe by all wayes and meanes whatſoever all and every ſuch 

© . perſon and perſons, with their ſhipps, armour, munition 
| and other goods, as ſhall in hoſtile manner invade and attempt 

the defeatinge of the ſaid plantation, or the hurt of the ſaid 
Companie and inhabitants. Nevertheleſs, our will and 
pleaſure is, and we do hereby declare to all Chriſtian Kings, 
Proviſion Princes and States, That if any perſon or perſons which 
for the caſe ſhall hereafter be of the ſaid Companie or plantation, or any 


of injuries 


committed Other by lycenſe or appointment of ſaid Governour and Com- 


bythe mem- panie for the — being, ſhall at any tyme or tymes here- 
5 _— after robb or ſpoyle by ſea or by land, or do any hurt, vio- 
— lence, or unlawfull hoſtility to any of the ſubjects of us, our 
thers of the heires or ſucceſſors, or any of the ſubjects of any Prince or 
King's fub- State being then in league and amity with us, our heires and 
jects, or the 
any other complaint of ſuch Prince or State or theire ſubjects, Wee, 
Prince or our heires, or ſucceſſors, ſhall make open proclamation 
woithin any of the parts within our realme of England com- 
modious for that purpoſe, that the perſon or perſons having 
committed any ſuch robbery or ſpoyle, ſhall, within the 
terme limited by ſuch a proclamation, make full reſtitution 
or ſatisfaction of all ſuch injuries done, ſo as the ſaid Princes 
or others ſo complaining may hould themſelves fully ſatisfied 
and contented, And that if the ſaid perſon or perſons having 
committed ſuch robbery or ſpoyle ſhall not make, or caule 
to be made, ſatisfaction accordingly, within ſuch n 


- 


. 
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and every of them, theire and every of theire procurers, 
ayders, abettors and comforters in that behalfe. Provided 
alſo, and our expreſſe will and pleaſure is, and wee do by the King's 
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be lymitted, that then it ſhall be lawfull for us; our heires and 


ſucceſſors; to putt the ſaid perſon or perſons out of our alle- 


giance and protection; and that it ſhall. be lawfull and free 


for all Princes to proſecute with hoſtility the ſaid offenders 


Proviſo re- 
ſerving to 


theſe preſents for us, our heires and ſucceſſors, ordaine and 255 foes 
appoint, that theſe preſents ſhall not in any manner enure, Aae 


or be taken to abridge, barre or hinder any of our lov inge ing on he 
ſubjects whatſoever to uſe and exerciſe the trade of: fiſhing coaſt of the 


upon that coaſt of New- England in America by theſe pre- 3 


ſents mentioned to be granted: But that they or any and granted. 


every or any of them ſhall have full and free power and 


liberty to continue and uſe theire ſaid trade of fiſbing upon 
the ſaid, coaſt in any of the ſeas thereunto adjoineing, or any 
armes of the ſeas or ſalt-water rivers where they have beene 
wont to fiſh, and to build and ſet up upon the lands by theſe. 
preſents granted, ſuch wharfes, ſtages, and workhouſes as 
ſhall be neceſſary for the ſalting, drying, keeping and pack- 
ing up of theire fiſh to be taken or gotten upon that coaſt 
and to cut downe and take fuch trees and other materialls 
there growing, or being, as ſhall be needfull for that pur- 
poſe, and for other neceſſary eaſements, helpes and advan- 
tage concerning theire ſaid trade of fiſhing there, in ſuch 


manner and forme as they have beene heretofore at any tyme 


accuſtomed to doe, without makeing any wilfull waſte or 

ſpoyle, any thing in theſe preſents contained to the contrary | 
notwithſtanding. And wee doe further for us, our heires Theſe let- 
and ſucceſlors, ordaine and grant the ſaid Governour and ters patent 


Tues | ſhall be 
Companie and their ſucceſſors, by theſe preſents, that theſe in 3 


our letters patents ſhall be firme, good, effectual, and avail- ſhall be con- 


able in all things and to all intents and conſtructions of lawe, ſtrued in fa- 
vour of the 


according to our true meaning herein before declared, and nm, 


| ſhall be conſtrued, reputed, and adjudged in all caſes moſt notwith- 


favourably on the behalfe and for the benefit and behoofe of 2 . - 
the ſaid Governour and Companie and their ſucceſſors: Al- Apen 


though expreſſe mention of the true yearly value, or certain- ons in them 


ty, of the premiſſes, or any of them, or of any other gifts or or an; for- 
grants, by us or any other of our progenitors or predeceſſors, „ether aet 
to the foreſaid Governour and Companie before this time of authority 
made, in theſe preſents is not made, or any ſtatute, act, to the cc 
ordinance, proviſion, proclamation or reſtraint to the con-“ 


trary thereof heretofore had, made, publiſhed, ordained or 
provided, or any other matter, cauſe, or thing whatſoever 
| 1 


to 


\ 
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to the contrarie thereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding, In 
witneſs whereof we have cauſed theſe our letters to be made 
patent, "Witneſs ourſelves at Weſtminſter, the fourth day 
of March; in the fourth yeare of our reigne: * 7 


5 This is a true copy of ſuch letters patents 
under the great ſeal of England. In 


py ' teſtimony whereof I John Winthrop go» Fa N. 
; vernour of the Maſſachuſetts aforefaid 2 Loc. 
1 have cauſed the publick ſeal of the ſame & eil. 
1 180ðᷣ be hereunto affixed this 19th day of da, ..6* 
| the month called March 1643. . f 
= 3 Jon Winthrop, Goy, | 
| J IE TAS i * e 
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VIRGINIA CHARTERS 


SO TT ee Sis rs 
NUMBER I. King JAMES L's. Larrzas 
PATENT to Sir Thomas, Gates, Sir George Somers 


and others, for two ſeveral Colonies and Planta 


tions, to be made in VI IN TA, and other Parts 
and Territories of AMER TCA. Dated April 10, 


1606. 


* z J d OR RE. 
I. TAMES, by the grace of God, King of England, Scot- 
4 land, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. 
Whereas our loving and well diſpoſed ſubjects, Sir Thomas 
Gates, and Sir George Somers, Knights, Richard Hackluit, 
Clerk, Prebendary of Weſtminſter, and Edward- Maria 
Wingfield, Thomas Hanham, and Ralegh Gilbert, Eſqrs. 
William Parker and George Popham, Gentlemen, and divers 
others of our loving ſubjects, have been humble fuitors unto 
us, that we would vouchſafe unto them our licence, to make 
habitation, plaſitation, and to deduce a colony of ſundry of 
our people into that part of America, commonly called Vir- 
ginia, and other parts and territories in America, either ap- 
rtaining unto us, or, which are not now actually poſſeſſed 


any chriſtian prince or people, ſituate, lying, and being. 
2 


all along the ſez. coaſts, between four - and- thirty degrees of 
northerly latitude from the equinoctial line, and five - and- fort 
degrees of the ſame latitude, and in the main land between 


the ſame. four- and- thirty and five-and-forty degrees, and the 


iſlands thereunto adjacent, or within one hundred miles of 
the coaſt thereof. ptr ads [at oe 
II. And to that end, and for the more ſpeedy accompliſh 


ment of their ſaid intended plantation and habitation there, 


are deſirous to divide themſelves into two ſeveral colonies and 
companies: the one conſiſting of certain knights, gentlemen, 
merchants, and other adyenturers, of our city of London and 
elſewhere, which are, and from time to time ſhall be, joined 
unto them, which do deſire to begin their plantation and ha- 
bitation in ſome fit and convenient place, between four- and- 
thirty and one- and- forty degrees of the ſaid latitude, along 


the coaſts of Virginia and coaſts of America aforeſaid ; and, 


the other conſiſting of ſundry knights, gentlemen, = 
e Gus an 
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and other adventurers, of our cities of Briſtol and Exeter, ang 
of our town of Plymouth, and of other places, which do join 
themſelves unto that colony, which do defire to begin their 


plantation and habitation in ſome fit and convenient place, 


between eight-and-thirty degrees and five-and-forty degrees 
of the ſaid latitude, all along the ſaid coaſt of Virginia and 


America, as that coaſt lieth, 


III. We, greatly commending, and graciouſly accepting 


of, their deſires for the furtherance of ſo noble a work, which 


may, by the providence of Almighty God, hereafter tend to 


the glory of his divine Majeſty, in propagating of chriſtian 
religion to ſuch people, as yet live in darkneſs and miſerable 
ignorance of the true knowledge and worſhip of God, and 
may in time bring the infidels and ſavages, living in thoſe 
parts, to human civility, and to a ſettled and quiet govern- 
ment: Do, by theſe our letters patents, graciouſly accept of, 
and agree to, their humble and well intended deſires, | 

Grant to IV. And do therefore, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 


the London grant and agree, that the ſaid Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George 


company of 


liberty to. Somers, Richard Hackluit, and Edward-Maria Wingheld, 
ſettle any adventurers of and for our city of London, and al} ſuch 
where on others, as are, or ſhall be, joined unto them of that colory, 
13 ſhall be called the firſt colony; and they ſhall and may begin 
rica, be- their ſaid firſt plantation and habitation, at any place upon 
tween lat. the ſaid coaſt of Virginia or America, where they ſhall think 
34 an lat. fit and convenient, between the ſaid four-and-thirty and one- 
: 1 of the and-forty degrees of the ſaid latitude ; and that they ſhall 
aire wt have all the lands, woods, ſoil, grounds, havens, ports, 
their place rivers, mines, minerals, marſhes, waters, fiſhings, com- 
ol ſettle- , modities, and hereditaments, whatſoever, from the ſaid firſt 
_—_— or ſeat of their plantation and habitation by the ſpace of fifty 
5c miles miles of Engliſh ſtatute meaſure, all along the ſaid coaſt of 
from it, each Virginia and America, towards the - weſt and ſouthweſt, as 
> = nr the coaſt lieth, with all the iſlands within one hundred miles 


x00 wiles, directly over againſt the ſame ſea coaſt; and alſo all the 


into the lands, ſoil, grounds, havens, ports, rivers, mines, minerals, 


main land. 


ditaments, whatſoever, from the ſaid place of their firſt 


plantation and habitation for the ſpace of fifty like Engliſh 


miles, all along the ſaid coaſts of Virginia and America, 
towards the eaſt and north- eaſt, or towards the north, as the 
coaſt lieth, together with all the iſlands within one hundred 
miles, directly over againſt the ſaid ſea coaſt; and alſo all the 
lands, woods, ſoil, grounds, havens, ports, rivers, mines, 
minerals, marſhes, waters, fiſhings, commodities, and here- 
6 23 1 1 ee | ditaments, 


— 


woods, waters, marſhes, fiſhings, commodities, and here. 
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| thereunto in writing firſt had and obtained. | 


fortify within any the ſame for their better ſafeguard, accord- 


VIRGINIA CHARTERS. 8 
gitaments, whatſoever, from the ſame fifty miles every way 


on the ſea coaſt, directly into the main land by the ſpace of 
one hundred like Engliſh miles; and ſhall and may inhabit 


and remain there; and ſhall and may alfo build and fortify 

within any the ſame, for their better ſafeguard and defence, 

according to their beſt diſcretion, and the diſcretion of the 

Council of that colony; and that no other of our ſubjects 

ſhall be permitted, or ſuffered, to plant or inhabit behind, or 

on the backſide of them, towards the main land, without the 

expreſs licence or conſent of the Council of that colony, 

V. And we do likewiſe, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, Gran ts | 
by theſe preſents, grant and agree, that the ſaid Thomas ect, eee 
Hanham, and Ralegh Gilbert, William Parker, and George pany of li- 
Popham, and all others of the town Plymouth in the county berty to ſet- 


23 2 - tle any 
of Devon, or elſewhere, which are, or ſhall be, joined unto e 


them of that colony, ſhall be called the ſecond colony; and the coaſt of 


that they ſhall and may begin their ſaid plantation and ſeat of NorthAme- 
their firſt abode and habitation, at any place upon the ſaid ys 


coaſt of Virginia and America, where they ſhall think fit and 380 and lat. 
convenient, between eight-and-thirty degrees of the ſaid 459. 


| latitude, and five-and-forty degrees of the ſame Jatitude ; and n of the 


that they ſhall have all the lands, ſoils, grounds, havens, ſea coaſtnear 


ports, rivers, mines, minerals, woods, marches, waters, their place 


iti tan f ſettle- 
fiſhings, commodities, and hereditaments, whatſoever, from ettle 


the firſt ſeat of their plantation and habitation by the ſpace of diſtance of 
fifty like Engliſh miles, as is aforeſaid, all along the ſaid 30 miles 


coaſts of Virginia and America, towards the weſt and ſouth- from it ach 


i mw_ way and to 
weſt, or towards the {outh, as the coaſt lieth, and all the. the depth of 


iſlands within one hundred miles, directly over againſt the 100 miles 
ſaid ſea coaſt; and alſo all the lands, ſoils, grounds, havens, prot? 
ports, rivers, mines, minerals, woods, marſhes, waters, iſh- 

ings, commodities, and hereditaments, whatſoever, from the 

ſaid place of their firſt plantation and habitation for the ſpace 

of fifty like Engliſh miles, all along the ſaid coaſt of Virgi- 

nia and America, towards the eaſt and north-eaſt, or towards 
the north, as the coaſt lieth, and all the iſlands alſo within 
one hundred miles directly over againſt the ſame ſea coaſt; 

and alſo all the lands, ſoils, grounds, havens, ports, rivers, 
woods, mines, minerals, marſhes, waters, aro com- 
modities, and hereditaments, whatſoever, from the ſame fifty 


miles every way on the ſea coaſt, directly into the main land, by 


the ſpace of one hundred like Engliſh miles; and ſhall and may 
inhabit and remain there; and ſhall and may alſo build and 


ing 


ment to the 
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ing to their beſt diſcretion, and the diſcretion of the Coun - 
eil of that colony; and that none of our ſubjects ſhall be per- 
maitted, or ſuffered, to plant or inhabit behind, or on the 
back of them, towards the main Jand, without the expreſs 
licence of the Council of that colony, in writing there. 

unto firſt had and obtained: 


Provided © VI. Provided always, and our will and pleaſure herein is, 
_ 3 that the plantation and habitation of ſuch of the ſaid colonies, 
that ſhall be 48 ſhall laſt plant themſelves, as aforeſaid, ſhall not be made 
laſt made within one hundred like Engliſh miles of the other of them, 
_ bemore that firſt began to make their plantation, as aforeſaid. FONT 
rel . VII. And we do alſo ordain, eſtabliſh, and agree, for us, 
tant from our heirs, and ſucceſſors, that each of the ſaid colonies ſhall 


| the firſt. have a council, which ſhall govern and order 211 matters and 


Fach of cauſcs, which ſhall ariſe, grow, or happen, to or within the 
| theſe colo- | 


nies ſhall be ſame ſeyer al colonies, according to ſuch laws, ordinances, 
governed by and inſtructions, as ſhall be, in that behalf, given and ſigned 
a council of with our hand or ſign manual, and paſs under the privy ſeal 
3 of our realm of England; each of which Councils ſhall con- 
by the king; fiſt of thirteen perſons, to be ordained, made, and removed, 
”— from time to time, according as ſhall be directed and com- 


theſe coun- priſed in the ſame inſtructions; and ſhall have a ſeveral ſeal, 
C13S ma 


"Have feos for all matters that ſhall paſs or concern the the ſame ſeveral 


Councils; each of which ſeals ſhall have the king's arms en- 
graven on the one ſide thereof, and his portraiture on the 
other; and that the ſeal for the Council of the ſaid | firſt 
colony ſhall have engraven round about, on the bane fide, 
theſe words; Sigillum Regis Maguez Britannia, Francia, & 
Hiberniæ; on the other ſide this inſcription, round about; 
Pro Concilio prime Caloniæ Virginiæ. And the ſeal for the 
Council of the ſaid ſecond colony ſhall alſo have engraven 
round about the one fide thereof, the aforeſaid words; Sigil- 
lum Regis Magne Britannia, Franciæ, & Hibernie ; and on 

| the other ſide ; Pro Concilio ſecundæ Coloniæ Virginie, 
A ſuperior VIII. And that alſo there ſhall be a Council eſtabliſhed 
councilof here in England, which ſhall, in like manner, conſiſt of 
_— thirteen perſons, to be, for that purpoſe, appointed by us, 
196 our heirs and ſucceſſors, which ſhall be called our Council 
appointedby of Virginia; and ſhall, from time to time, have the ſuperior 
ins- managing and direction, only of and for all matters that ſhall 
or may concern the government, as well of the ſaid ſeveral 
colonies, as of and for any other part or place, within the 
aforeſaid precincts of four-and-thirty and five-and-forty de- 
grees, above-mentioned ; which Council ſhall, in like man- 
ner, have a ſeal, for matters concerning the Council or 
| i colonies, 
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colonies, with the like arms and portraiture, as aforeſaid, 

with this inſcription, engraven round about on the one ſide; 

Sigillum Regis Magnæ Britannia, Francig, & Hibernig ; - 

and round about the other ſide, Pro Conalio ſus Virginie. 
IX. And moreover, we do grant and agtee, for us, our Liberty to 
heirs and ſucceſſors, that the ſaid ſeveral Councils, of and work all 


| for the ſaid ſeveral colonies, ſhall and lawfully may, by gol 5nd Gl 


virtue hereof, from time te time, without any interruption vet in ſaid - 


of us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, give and take order, to dig, coloniespzy- 
mine, and ſearch for all manner of mines of gold, ſilver, and 


Ca dg: Toe ein 5 ä p king a fifth 
copper, as well within any part ef their ſaid ſeveral colonies, "bs of the 


as of the ſaid main lands on the backſide of the ſame colonies ; gold and 61- 


and to have and enjoy the gold, filver, and copper, to be gotten, g and . 


; | | ; 1 | fifteenth of 
thereof, to the uſe and behoof of the fame colonies, and the 3 


plantations thereof; r therefore, to us, our heirs and 
ſucceſſors, the fifth part only of all the fame gold and filver, 


and the fifteenth part of all the ſame copper, fo to be gotten 


or had, as is aforeſaid, without any other manner of profit 

or account, to be given or yielded to us, our heirs, or ſuc- 

ocffers; for or in reipe& of the n oi une” 

KX. And that they ſhall, or lawfully may, eftabliſh and Power toer- 


cauſe to be made a coin, to paſs current there between the tabliſ coins 


people of thoſe ſeveral colonies, for the more eaſe of traffic {® thoſe ce- 


and bargaining between and amongſt them and the natives yn 8 
there, of ſuch metal, and in ſuch manner and form, as the 

faid ſeveral Councils there ſhall limit and appoint. Ces 
XI. And we do likewiſe, for us, our heirs, and ſuc- Power to 
ceſſors, by theſe preſents, give full power and authority to carry out 
the faid Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard ee 
Hackluit, Edward-Maria Wingfield, Thomas Hanham, 3 e 
Ralegh Gilbert, William Parker, and George Popham, ſaid colo- 
and to every of them, and to the ſaid ſeveral companies, ies. 
plantations, and colonies, that they, and every of them, 
ſhall and may, at all and every time and times hereafter, 

have, take, and lead in the ſaid voyage, and for and towards 

the ſaid ſeveral plantations and colonies, and to travel thi- 
therward, and to abide and inhabit there, in every the ſaid 
colonies and plantations, ſuch and ſo many of our ſubjects, 

as ſhall willingly accompany them, or 'any of them, in the 

ſaid voyages and plantations ; with ſufficient ſhipping, and 
furniture of armour, weapons, ' ordnance, powder, victual, 

and all other things, neceſſary for the ſaid plantations, and 

for their uſe and defence there : Provided always, that none 

of the ſaid perſons be ſuch, as ſhall hereafter be ſpecially re- 


ſtrained by us, our heirs, or ſucceſſors, 
WET EE, 55 XII. More. 
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r XII. Moreover, we do, by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs, 
— 8 and ſucceſſors, give and grant licence unto the ſaid Sir Thomas 
truders into Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hackluit, Edward-Maria 


the ſaid co- Wingfield, Thomas Hanham, Ralegh Gilbert, William Par. 


| lonies, Fer, and George Popham, and to every of the ſaid colonies, that 


they, and every of them, ſhall and may, from time to time, and 
at all times for ever hereafter, for their ſeveral defences, encoun- 
ter, expulſe, repel, and reſiſt, as well by ſea as by land, by all 
ways and means whatſoever, all and every ſuch perſon and per. 
ſons, as without the eſpecial licence of the ſaid ſeveral colonies 
and plantations, ſhall attempt to inhabit within the ſaid ſeveral 
_ precincts and limits of the ſaid ſeveral colonies and plantations, 
or any of them, or that ſhall enterpriſe or attempt, at any time 
hereafter, the hurt, detriment, or annoyance, of the ſaid ſeveral 
colonies or plantations. e | 


Power to XIII. Giving and granting: by theſe preſents, unto the 


raiſe two & ſaid Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hack. 
as 42 luit, Edward-Maria Wingheld,. and their aſſociates of the 
all goods ſaid firſt colony, and unto the ſaid Thomas Hanham, Ralegh 
imported Gilbert, William Parker, and George Popham, and their 


thither by aſſociates of the ſaid ſecond colony, and to every of them, 


'the King's : : | | 
fubjects, & from time to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, power 


5 per cent. and authority to take and ſurpriſe, by all ways and means 
copy whatſoever, all and every perſon and perſons, with: their 
firangers. ſhips, veſlels, goods, and other furniture, which ſhall be 
found trafficking, into any harbour or harbours, creek or 

creeks, or place, within the limits or precincts of the ſaid 
ſeveral colonies and plantations, not being of the ſame co- 
lony, until ſuch time, as * being of any realms or domi- 
nions under our obedience, ſhall pay, or agree to pay, to the 
hands of the treaſurer of that colony, within whoſe limits 
and precincts they ſhall ſo traffic, two and a half upon every 
hundred, of any thing ſo by them trafficked, bought or ſold; 

and being ſtrangers, and not ſubjects under our obeyſance, 

until they ſhall pay five upon every hundred, of ſuch wares 
and merchandizes, as they ſhall traffic, buy, or fell, within 
the precincts of the ſaid (ſeveral colonies, wherein they ſhall 

ſo traffic, buy, or ſell, as aforeſaid ; which ſums of money, 
or benefit, as aforeſaid, for and during the ſpace of one- and- 
twenty years, next enſuing the date hereof, ſhall be wholly 
employed to the uſe, benefit, and behoof of the ſaid feyeral 
plantations, where ſuch traffic ſhall be made; and after the 
ſaid one-and-twenty years ended, the ſame ſhall be taken to 
the uſe of us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, by ſuch officers and 
. miniſters, as by us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, ſhall be there- } 

unto aſſigned or appointed, | XIV. Ane 


other, which 
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| heirs and ſucceſſors, give and grant unto the ſaid Sir Thomas carry Ke. 
| 4 d. 


Gates, Sit George Somers, Richard Hackluit, and Edward- Ste. 
Maria Wingfeld, and to their aſſociates of the ſaid firſt co- from the 
lony and plantation, and to the ſaid Thomas Hanham, Ralegh + Lab 
Gilbert, William Parker, and George Popham, and their aſ- EE 
ſociates of the ſaid ſecond colony and plantation, that they, from cuſtom 
and every of them, by their deputies, miniſters, and factors, for-7'years, 
may tranſport the goods, chattels, armour, munition, and | 
furniture, needful to be uſed by them, for their ſaid apparel, 

food, defence, or othetwiſe, in reſpect of the ſaid plantations, 

out of our realms of England and Ireland, and all other our 
dominions; from time 'to time, for and during the time of 


ſevyen years, next enſuing the date hereof, for the better relief 


of the ſaid ſeveral colonies and plantations, without any 
cuſtom, ſubſidy; or other duty, unto us, our heirs, or ſuc- -- 


,ceflors, to be yielded or paid for the ſame, \ | 


XV: Alfo we do, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, declare, General de- 


by theſe preſents, that all and every the perſons, being our 2 


all ſuch per- 


ſubjects; which ſhall dwell and inhabit within every or any ſons as 


of the ſaid ſeveral colonies and plantations, and every of their be born in 


children, which ſhall happen to be born within any the limits __ 8 


and precincts of the ſaid ſeveral colonies and plantations, ſhall _ 
have and enjoy all liberties, franchiſes, and immunities, within 

any of our other dominions, to all intents and purpoſes, as 

if they had been abiding and born within this our realm of 
England, or any other of our ſaid dominions, 

XVI. Moreover, our gracious will and pleaſure is, and Perſons 
we do, by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, bes. _ 
declare and ſet forth, that if any perſon or perfons, which — 
ſhall be of ne of the faid colonies and plantations, or any theſe Colo- _ 

all traffic to the ſaid colonies and plantations, ow ſhall 

or any of them, ſhall, at any time or times hereafter, tranſ- into foreign 
port any wares, merchandizes, or commodities, out of any of countries, - 
our dominions, with a pretence to land, ſell, or otherwiſe dif. Hall forfeit 


poſe of the ſame, within any the limits and precin&s of any pow pho 


the ſaid colonies and plantations, and yet N 


at ſen, or after he hath landed the ſame within any of the ſai 


colonies and plantations, -ſhall carry the ſame into any other 


foreign country, with a purpoſe there' to ſell or diſpoſe of the 
fame, without the licence of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, in 
that behalf firſt had and obtained; that then, all the goods 


and chattels of ſuch perſon or perſons, ſo offending and tranſ- 


porting; together wich the faid ſhip or veſſel, Wherein ſuch 
B 5 = tranſpor- 


. tranſportation. was made, . ſhall be forſeited to us, our heirs 


: f oo noon Her mores oe ken are ond 
 Provifien-in | XVII. Provided always, and our will and pleaſure is, and 
_ _ - we do hereby declare to all chriſtian kings, princes and 

ants of ſtates, that if any perſon or perſons, which ſhall hereafter be 

-.neſe Colo. of any of the ſaid ſeveral, colonies and plantations, or any 

RG other, by his, their, or any of their licence and appointment, 

any other of {Balls at any time or times hereafter, rob or ſpoil, by ſea or 

the King's by land, or do any act of unjuſt and unlawful hoſtility, to 

3 a5 an the ſubjects of. us, our heirs, or ſucceſſors, or any the 

des nos ſubjects of any king, prince, ruler, governor, or ſtate, being ' 

or State in then in league or amity with us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, and 

amity with that upon fach injury, or upon juſt. complaint of ſuch prince, 

England: ruler, go lt their ſubjects, We, our hei 

ruler, governor, or ſtate, or their ſubjects, We, our heirs, or 

ſucceſſors, ſhall make open proclamation within any of the 

ports of our realm of England, commodious for that purpoſe, 

that the ſaid perſon or perſons, having committed any ſuch rob. 

bery or ſpoil, ſhall; within the term to be limited by ſuch procla- 

mations, make full reſtitution or ſatisfaction of all ſuch injuries 

done, fo as the ſaid princes, or.others, ſo complaining, may 

| - . hold themſelves fully ſatisfied and contented; and, that if 
the ſaid perſon or perſons, having committed ſuch robbery 

or ſpoil, ſhall not make, or — to be made, ſatisfaction 

accordingly, within ſuch time fo to be limited, that then it 

ſhall be lawful to us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, to put the 

faid perſon or perſons, having committed ſuch. robbery or 

ſpoil, and their procurors, abettors, or comforters, out of 

our allegiance and protection; and that it ſhall be lawful and 

free, for all princes and others, to purſue with hoſtility the 

ſaid offenders, and every of them, and their and every of 

their procurers, aiders, abettors, and comforters in that 

behalf. 1 „ „% th 

Promiſe to XVIII. And finally, We do, for us, our heirs and ſuc- 


grant the ceſſors, grant and agree, to and with the ſaid Sir Thomas 
— — . Gates, Sir George Somers, Richard Hackluit, and Edward- 
cupied by Maria Wingheld, and all others of the ſaid firſt colony, that 
che Grit eg. We, our heirs and ſucceſſors, upon petition in that behalf 
| — fo be made, ſhall, by letters patent under the great ſeal of 
mall be ap- England, give and grant, unto ſuch perſons, their heirs and 
pointed for aſſigns, as the council of that coleny, or the moſt part of 
N them, ſhall, for that purpoſe, nominate, and aſſign, all the 
Council of lands, tenements, and hereditaments, which ſhall be within 
that Colony. the precincts limited for that colony, as is aforeſaid, to be 
haldeo of l. Lat, bcirs, and ſucceſſots, as af ug mana of 
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our heirs} and ſucceſſors, to and with the ſaid Thomas promiſe 
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Faſt- Greenwich, in the county of Kent, in free and common 

ſoccage only, and not in cap ite . | 
XIX. And do in like manner, grant and agree, for us, The like 

Hanham, Ralegh Gilbert, William Parker, and George u che bag 

Popham, and all others of the ſaid ſecond colony, that We, chat hall be 

our heirs and ſucceſſors, upon petition in that behalf to be occupied by 

made, ſhall by letters patent, under the great ſeal of England, bares aq 

give and grant unto ſuch perſons, their heirs and aſſigns, as 

the council of that colony, or the moſt part of them, ſhall, 

for that purpoſe, nominate and aſſign, all the lands, tenements, 

and hereditaments, which ſhall be within the precincts li- 

mited for that colony, as is aforeſaid, to be holden of _ us, 


our heirs, and ſucceſſors, as of our manor of Eaft-Greenwich, 


in the county of Kent, in free and common ſoccage only, 
and net in ape? „ AY ERR 
XX. All which lands, tenements, and hereditaments, ſo 


to be paſſed by the ſaid ſeveral letters patent, ſhall be ſuffi- 
_ cient aſſurance from the ſaid patentees, ſo diſtributed and 


divided amongſt the undertakers for the plantation of the ſaid © 
ſeveral colonies, and ſuch as ſhall make their plantations in 
either of the ſaid ſeveral colonies, in ſuch manner and form, 


and for ſuch eſtates, as ſhall be ordered and ſet down by the 


council of the ſaid colony, or the moſt part of them, reſpec- 


tively, within which the ſame lands, tenements, and heredi- 


taments ſhall lie or be; although expreſs mention of the true 
yearly value or certainty of the premiſes, or any of hem, or of 
any other gifts or grants, by us, or any of our progenitors or 
predeceſſors, to the afgreſaid Sir Thomas Gates, Knight, 
Sir George Somers, Knight, Richard Hackluit, Edward 


Maria Wingfield, Thomas Hanham, Ralegh Gilbert, Wil- 


liam Parker, and George Popham, or any of them, hereto- 
te made, in theſe preſents, is not made; or any ſtatute. 


act, ordinance, or proviſion, proclamation, or reſtraint, to 
the contrary hereof had, made, ordained, or any other thing, 


cauſe,” or matter whatſoever, in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 


In witneſs whereof; we have cauſed theſe: our letters to be 


made patents; witneſs ourſelf at Weſtminſter," the tenth day 


of April, in the fourth year of our reign of Englagd, France, | 


end Ireland, and of Scotland the nine-and-thivgieths * 1 
M „ 
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King JAMES the Firſt's Second Charter to the Trealu,. 

rer and Company for VIx VI A, erecting them into 
à Corporation and Body- politic, and for the further 
 Eplargement and Explanation of the Privileges of 

the fajd Company and firſt Colony of Vireinra, 


# ; Ca 


Dated March 23, 1609, 
Te, uz by the. Grace of God, King of England, Scot- 
| land, France-and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c.. 
To all, to whom theſe preſents ſhall-come, greeting. Whereas, 
at the humble ſuit and requeſt of ſundry of our loving and 
well diſpoſed ſubjects, intending to deduce a colony, and 
to make habitation. and plantation of ſundry of our people, in 
that part of America, commonly call'd 1rginia, and other 
parts and territories in America, either appertaining unto Us, 
or which are not actually poſſeſſed of any Chriſtian Prince or 
people, within certain bounds, and regions, We have former- 
Is by. our letters patents, bearing date the tenth day of April, 
in the fourth year of our reign of England, France, and Ire- 
land, and of Scotland the nine-and-thintieth, granted to Sir 
Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, and others,. for the more 
ſpeedy. accompliſhment, of the ſaid plantation and habitation, 
that they ſhould divide themſelves into two-colonies- (the one 
conſiſting of divers Knights, gentlemen, merchants, . and 
others, of our city of London, called the firſt colony; and the! 
other conſiſting of divers Knights, gentlemen, and others, of 
our eities of Briſtol, Exeter, and town of Plymouth, and 
other places, called the ſecond colony; and have yielded and 
granted many and ſundry privileges and liberties to each co- 
ony, for their quiet ſettling and good government therein, 
9 ſaid letters patents more at large appeareth. | 
1. 


Now, foraſmuth as divers and ſundry of our loying 
ſubjects, as well adventurers, as planters, of the ſaid firſt co- 
lony, which have already engaged themſelves in furthering 
the buſineſs of the ſaid colony and plantation, and do further 
intend, by the aſſiſtance of Almighty God, to proſecute the 
ſame to a happ end, have of late been humble ſuitors unto 
Vs, that (in reſpect to their great charges and the — 

n 8 of 


of many of their lives, which they have hazarded in the 
ſaid diſcovery and plantation of the ſaĩd country) We would 

be pleaſed ta grant them a further enlargement and ex- 
planation of the ſaid grant, privileges, and liberties, and that 
fuch Counſellers, and other officers, may be appointed amongſt 
them, to manage and direct their affairs, as are willing and _ 
ready to adventure with them, as alſo whoſe dwellings are not. 
ſo far remote from the city of London, but that they may, at 
convenient times, he ready at hand, to give their advice and 
aſſiſtance, upon all ogtcaſiens requiſite. i 


III. We, greatly affecting the effectual proſecution andTrcorpora- | 
happy ſucceſs of the faid plantation, and commending their London or 
good defires therein, for their further encouragement in ac- firſt Colony 
| compliſhing ſo excellent, a work, much pleaſing to God, and Þ me name 
profitable to our kingdom, do, of our eſpecial grace, and cer- firer and 
tain knowledge, and mere motion, for Us, our heirs, and Cm of | 
ſucceſſors, give, grant, and confirm, to our truſty and well- pa fe a 
| beloved ſubjefAts, Robert, Earl of Salifbury, Thomas, Earl 5 ci 
of Suffolk, Henry, Earl of Southampton, William, Earl London, 2 
of Pembroke, Henry, Earl of Lincoln, Earl of Dorſet, f . 
Thomas, Earl of Exeter, Philip, Earl of Montgomery, i. Foſs” 
Robert, Lord Vifcount Lifte, Theophilus, Lord Howard of | 
Walden, James Montague, Lord (Biſhop of Bath and Wells, 
Edward, Lord Zouche, Thomas, Lord Lawarr, William, 
Lord Mounteagle, Ralph, Lord Ewre, Edmond, Lord'Shef- 
held, Grey, Lord Chandois, Lord Campton, John, Lord Pe- 
tre, John, Lord Stanhope, George, Lord Carew, Sir Hum- 
hrey Weld, Lord Mayor of London, George Percie, Eſg : 
ir Edward Cecil, Knt. Sir George Wharton, Knt. Francis 
Weſt; Eſq. Sir William Wade, Knt. Sir Henry Nevil, Kut. 
dir Thomas Smith, Knt. Sir Oliver Cromwell, Knt. Sir Pe- 
ter Manwood, Knt. Sir Drue Drury, Knt. Sir John Scot, 
Knt. Sir Thomas Challoner, Knt. Sir Robert Drury, Kant. 
Sir Anthony Cope, Kut. Sir Oratio Vere, Knt. Sir Edward 
Conway, Knt. Sir William Brown, Knt. Sir Maurice Berke- 
ley, Knt. Sir Robert Manſel, Knt. Sir Amias Preſton, Knt. + 
Sir Thomas Gates, Knt. Sir Anthony Aſhly, Knt. Sir Mi- 
| chael Sandys, Knt. Sir Henry Carey, Kant. Sir Stephen 
Soame, K nt. Sir Caliſthenes Brooke, Knt. Sir. Edward Mi- 
chelborn, Knt. Sir John Ratcliffe, Knt. Sir Charles Wil. 
mot, Knt. Sir George Moor, Knt. Sir Hugh Wirral, Knt. 
Sir Thomas Dennis, K nt. Sir John Holles, K nt. Sir Willi. 
am Godolphin, K nt. Sir Thomas Monſon, Knt.-Sir Thomas 
Ridgwine, Knt. Sir Ichn Brooke, Knt. Sir Robert Killigrew, 
Knt. Sir Henry Peyton, Xnt. Sir Richard Williamſon, Kat. 
R 3 
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| Sir Ferdinando Weynman, Kut. Sir William St. John, Knt. 
Sir Thomas Holcroft, K nt. Sir John Mallory, Knt. Sir Ro. 


l ſon, Knt. Sir Thomas Bludder, Knt. Sir Anthony Aucher, 
nt. Sir Robert Johnſon, Knt. Sir Thomas Panton, Knt. 
Sir Charles Morgan, Knt. Sir Stephen Pole, Kut. Sir John 


p ger Aſhton, Knt. Sir Walter Cope, Knt. ' Sir Richard Wig. 
more, Knt. Sir William Coke, Knt. Sir Herbert Crofte, Knt, 
N Sir Henry Fanſhaw, Knt. Sir John Smith, Knt, Sir Francis 
1 Wolley, Knt. Sir Edward Waterhouſe, Knt. Sir Henry 
|| Seekford, Knt. Sir Edwin Sandys, Knt, Sir Thomas Way. 
11 3 nam, Knut. Sir John Trevor, Knt. Sir Warwick Heele, Knt, 
= = Sir Robert Wroth, Kut. Sir John Townſend, Knut. Fir 
| | I} | Chriſtopher Perkins, Knt. Sir Daniel Dun, Knt. Sir Henry, 
Wt Hobart, Knut. Sir Francis Bacon, Knt. Sir Henry Montague, 
1 Kt. Sir George Coppin, Knt. Sir Samuel Sandys, Ent, 
__ Sir Thomas Roe, Knt. Sir George Somers, Knt.- Sir Tho. 
| | mamas Freake, Knt. Sir Thomas Harwell, Knt. Sir Charles 
| it Kelke, Knut. Sir Baptiſt Hicks, Knt. Sir John Watts, Knt, 
_ \— 4 Sir Robert Carey, Knt. Sir William Romney, Knt. Sir Tho. 
Wil! mas Middleton, Knut. Sir Hatton Cheeke, Knt. Sir John 
Wil Ogle, Knt. Sir Cavallero Meycot, Knt. Sir Stephen Riddle. 
| 


| | Burlacie, Knt.-Sir Chriſtopher Cleave, Knt. Sir George Hay. 
+8 [1388 ward, Knt. Sir Thomas Davis, Kut. Sir Thomas Sutton, 
I | Knt. Sir Anthony Foreſt, Knt, Sir Robert Payne, Knt. Sir 
. John Digby, Knt. Sir Dudley Digges, Knt. Sir Rowland 
14 . Cotton, Knt. Dr. Matthew Sutcliffe, Dr. Meadows, Dr. 
| Turner, Dr. Poe, Capt. Pagnam, Captain Jefferey Holcrofte, 
[| Captain Romney, Captain Henry 'Spry, Captain Shelton, 
=o Captain Sparks, Captain Thomas Wyat, Captain Brinſley, 
Captain William Courtney, Captain Herbert, Captain 
Clarke, Captain Duehurſt, Captain John Blundell, Captain 
Fryer, Captain Lewis Orwell, Captain Edward Lloyd, Ca- 
| Elingeſby, Captain Hawley, Captain Orme, Captain 
q | Woodhouſe, Captain Maſon, Captain Thomas Holcroſt, 
Captain John Coke, Captain Holles, Captain William 
Proude, Captain Henry Woodhouſe, Captain Richard 
Lindeſey, Captain Dexter, Captain William Winter, 
Captain Pearce, Captain John Bingham, Captain Bur- 
| |  1ay,/ Captain Thomas Conway, Captain Rockwood, Cap- 
| | tain William Lovelace, Captain John Aſhley, Captain Tho- 
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i mas Wynne, Captain Thomas Mewtis, Captain Edward Har. 
"WH | wood, Captain Michael Everard, Captain: Comock, Cap- 
1 | tain Mills, Captain Pigot, Captain Edward Maria Wing- 
field, Captain Chriſtopher Newport, Captain John Sick- 


lemore, alias Ratcliffe, Captain John Smith, Captain John 


Martin, Capt. Peter Wynne, Capt. Waldo, Capt. Thomas 


Wood, Capt. Thomas Button, George Bolls, Eſq. Sheriff af 
London, William Craſhaw, Clerk, Batchelorof Divinity, Wil- 
liam Seabright, Eſq. Chriſtopher Brooke, Eſq. John Bingley, 


Eſq. Thomas Watſon, Eſq, RichardPercival, Eſq. John Moofe, 


Eſq. Hugh Brooker, Eſq. David Woodhouſe, Eſq: An- 
thony  Aucher, Eſq. Robert Boyer, Eſq. | Ralph Ewens, 
Eſq, Zachary Jones, Eſq. George Calvert, Eſq. Willi- 
am Dobſon, Eſq.. Henry Reynolds, Eſq. Thomas Wal- 
| ker, Eſq. Anthony Barnars, Eſq. Thomas Sandys, 'Eſg. 
Henry Sandys, Eſq. Richard Sandys, Eſq. ſon of Sir Ed- 
win Sandys, William Oxenbridge, Eſq. John Moore, Eſg; 


- 


Thomas Wilſon, Eſq. John Bullock, | Eiq. John Waller, 


Eſq. Thomas Webb, Jehu Robinſon, William Brewſter, 


Robert Evelyn, Henry Danby, Richard Hackluit, Mini- 


ſter, John Eldrid, merchant, William Ruſſel,” merchant; 
John _ Merrick, merchant, Richard Baniſter, - merchant, 
Charles Anthony, goldſmith, John Banks, William Evans, 
Richard Humble, Richard Chamberlayne, merchant, The- 
mas Barber, merchant, Richard Pomet, merchant, John 
Fletcher, merchant, Thomas Nicholls, merchant, ſohn 
Stoke, merchant, Gabriel Archer, Francis Covel, Willi 


am Bonham, Edward Harriſon, John Wolſtenholme, Ni- 


cholas Salter, Hugh Evans, William Barnes, Otho Maw- 


det, Richard Staper, merchant, John Elkin, merchant, 


Winam Coyſe, Thomas Perkin, cooper, Humphrey 
James, cooper, Henry Jackſon, Robert Singleton, Chri- 


ſtopher Nicholls, John Harper, Abraham Chamberlayne, 


Thomas Shipton, Thomas Carpenter, Anthony Crew, 
George Holman, Robert Hill, Cleophas Smith, Ralph 
Harriſon, John Farmer, James Brearley, William Croſby, 
Kichard Cox, John Gearing, Richard Strongarm, iron- 


mongers, Thomas Langton, Griffith Hinton, Richard Iron- 


W fide, Richard Dean, Richard Turner, William Lawſon} 


mercer, James Chatfield, Edward Allen Teddar, Robert 


Hildebrand Sprinſon, Arthur Mouſe, John Gardiner, 


James Ruſſel, Richard Caſwell, Richard Evans, John 


Hawkins, Richard Kerril, Richard Brooke, Matthew Scre 
vener, gentleman, William Stallenge, gentleman, Arthur 


Venn, gentleman, Sandys Webbe, gentleman, Michael“ 


Phettiplace, gentleman, William Phettiplace, gentleman, / 


Ambroſe: Pruſey, . gentleman, | John Taverner, gentleman] 


Wa 4 Pretty, gentleman, Peter Latham, gentleman, Thos + 
mas, Montford, gentleman, William Cantrel, gentleman, 


= * 


Richard Wiffn, gentleman, Ralph Moreton, gentlemanz 


John 


— —— —j6— — — erent — — 


— SLES, + p97 I pes. WY 
— — 
* 


—— re 
— — 1 
e e ne 
— — — — 


— .9—_ 


— 


— 


— — 40> we AS BIA PLE 4 yo» 
— 


— 


— = — . — — — 
. - ” —— —— — — — —— — 
— — tm en . — - — — — 
- 7 
ty oe — — — b 
ůęPUTTD“DL0 —— 2 — ů — ——̃ — — — — — A EI —ů— — — 
_— — 5 os — es _—_ 9 ih we entry 9075 
7 - T n 


1 


5 Johns Cornelius, Martin Freeman, Ralph Freeman; Ahirey 
Moore, I homas White, Edward Perkin, Robert Offlley, 
Thomas Whitley, George Pit, Robert Parkhurſt, Thomas 
Morris, Peter Harloe, Jeffry — —— Gilbert, William 
HFancock, Matthew Brown, Francis Tyrrel, Randolph Cat: 
ter, Othowell Smith, Thomas Hamond, Martin Bond, 
 haberdaſher, John Moulfoe, Robert Johnſon, William 

| Young, John Woodal, William F elgate, Humfrey Welt. 
wood, Richard Champion, Henry Robinſon, Francis Mapes, 
William 'Sambach, Ralegh Suan, Daniel - Tucker, 
Thomas Grave, Hugh Willeſton, Themas Culpepper; of 
Wigſel, Eſq; John Culpepper, geritleman, Henry. Le, 
Joſias Kerton, gentleman, John Pory, gentleman, Henry 
Collins, George ane, William Atkinſon, Thomas Foreſt, 

John Ruſſel, John Ruſſel, John Hott, Harman Harriſon, 
Sabriel Beedel, John Beedel, Henry Dawkes, George 
Scot, Edward Fleetwood, gentleman, Richard Rogers, 
1 Arthur Robinſon, Robert Robinſon, Tabs 

. Huntley, John Gray, William Payne, William Field, 
William Wattey, William Webſter, John Dingle, 
Thomas Draper, Richard Glanvil, Arnold Hulls, Henry 
Roe, William More, Nicholas Gryce, James Monger, 
Nicholas Andrews, Jeremy Haydon, jronmenger, Philip 
Durette, John Quarles, John Weſt, Matthew Springham, 

e Johnſon, Chriſtopher Hore, Thomas Snead, George 
Berkeley, Arthur Pet, Thomas Careles, William Berkley, 
Thomas Johnſon, Alexander Bents, Captain William King, M 
George Sandys, gentleman, James White, gentleman, 
Edmund Wynne, Charles Towlar, Richard Reynole, 
Edward Webb, Richard Mapleſden, Thomas Lever, David 
Bourne, Thomas Wood, Ralph Hamer, Edward Barnes, 
mercer, John Wright, mercer, Robert Middleton, Edwatd 
Littlefield, Katherine Weſt, Thomas Web, Ralph King, 
Robert Coppin, James Aſkew, Chriſtopher Holt, William 
Bardwell, Alexander Chiles, Lewis Tate, Edward Ditch- 
ſield, James Swifte, Richard Widdowes, goldſmith, Edmond 
Brudenell, Edward Burwell, John Hansford, Edward 
Wooller, William Palmer, haberdaſher, John Badger, John 
Hodgſon, Peter Mounſel, John Carril, John Buſhridge, 
"William Dun, Thomas Johnſon, Nicholas Benſon, Thomas 
Shipton, | Nathaniel Wade, Randal} Wetwood, Matthew 
Dequefler, Charles Hawkins, Hugh Hammerſley, Abraham 
Cartwright, George Bennet, William Cater, Richard God- 

dart, Henry Cromwell, Phineas Pet, Robert Cooper, John 
Cooper, Henry Newce, Edward Wilkes, Robert 3 
a | 1 icholas 


William Sherley, haber Iam Tiere 
Edwin, Lukin, ' gentleman, John F ranklyn, haberdaſher, 


Haywood, merchant, 


if 
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Face, John, Newhouſe, John. Caſon, Thomas Harris; 


: 1 ”: H T5 26 - $420 57 OI gf 
gentleman, George Etheridge, gentleman, Thomas Maple, 
gentleman, Richard Stafford, I homas — a 


, Richard 


Cooper, John Weſtrow, Edward Welch, Thomas Britain, 


. 


"Thomas Knowles, Octavian Thorne, Edmond Smith, John 
March, Edward wank 4 Thomas Pleydall, Richard 1. 
Miles Palmer, Henry Price, John Joſhua, gentleman, Will; 
Clauday, Jeremy Pearſye, Joha Bree gentle zan, W 
pſon, Chriſtopher Pickford, Thomas Hunt, Thomas 


Truſton, Chriſtopher Salmon, John Howard, clerk, Richard 


Partridge, Allen Caſſen, Felix Wilſon, "Thomas AE. 
'George Wilmer, Andrew Wilmer, Maurice _Lewellin; 


Thomas Godwin, Peter Burgoyne, Thomas Burgoyne, | 


Robert Burgoyne, Robert Smith, merchant - taylor, Edward 
Cage, . grocer, . Thomas Cannon, gentleman, William 


Welby, ſtationer, Clement Wilmer, gentleman, John Clap- 


'ham, gentleman, Giles Francis, gentleman, George Walker, 


ſadler, John Swinhow, ſtationer, Edward Biſhop, fationer, 
Leonard White, gentleman, Chriſtopher Baron, Peter 


Benſon, Richard Smith, George Proctor, miniſter, Millicent 


Ramſdent, widow, Joſeph Soane, Thomas Hinſhaw, John 


Baker, Robert Thornton, John Davis, Edward Facet, 


George Newce; gentleman, John Robinſon, Capt. Thomas 
Wood. William Brown, ſhoemaker, R6bert Barker, ſhoe- 


William 


. 4 
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maker, Robert Pennington, F ranrls Burks minifter, "Will. . 


n 


— 
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Quick, grocer, Edward Lewis, grocer, | 
Te Aden Perkins, grocer, Richard Shepherd, preacher, 
daſher, William Taylor, haberdaſfhier, 
John Southwick, Peter Peate, George Johan, ironmonger, 
George Yeardley, gentleman, Henry Shelly; John Prat, 


N 


Thomas Church, draper, William Powel, gentleman, Rich. 


Haſlerig, gentleman, Hugh Shipley, gentleman; - John An- 


drews. the: elder, doctor of Cambridge, Francis Whiftler, 
Fntkeman, John Vaſſal, _pentleman, Richard Howle, Edward 


Berkeley, gentleman, Richard Keneridgburg, gentleman. 
Nicholas Exton, draper, William Bennet, R Wenge ames 

Nicholas Iſaac; merchant, Wi liam 
Gibbs, mercharit, ——— Biſhop, Bernard Mitchel, Tſaac 
Mitchel, John Streate, Edward Gall, John Martin ; gentle- 


man, Thomas Fox, Luke Lodge, John Woodliffe, gentle- 
man, Richard Webb, Vincent Low, Samuel Burnham. 


Edmund Pears, baberdaſher, John Googe, John St, John, 


e eee eee ee ee 


Andres 


aurence Campe, 


Faith, gentleman, Thomas Wheeler, draper, Francis 
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ts, John, Tanner, grocers 


Vertve, ee Thomas 


vines ATTLTITY 
they r, of Camb L, Samuel Smith, Thomis 


e \ Whittingham, William Canning, Paul 


5 ES e Chandler Henry Vincent, 1 Ket- 
Jang 75 n, James Mountaine N we gen- 

1 Newbrid ge, ſmith,” ofiah Captain 
Ralph 4 FW e younger, Edward Brewſter, the fon of 
illiam Brew er, Leonard Harwood, mercer, Philip 
Divendent, William Carpenter, Triſtian Hill, Robert Cock 
cer, . Greeie, grocer, Samuel Wi rocer, 


f a Stile, Fe Avern Dransfield, Fee | ward 


Hodges, grocer, Edward Beale, grocer, Thomas Culler, 
rocer. "Ralp h ulhby, rocer, J Whittingham, rocer, 

Fo Hide, Frocer Matthew Shepherd, grocer homas 
llen, grocer, Richard Hooker, grocer, Lawrence Munks, 

Peter Gate, grocer, John 

lunt, docer, Robert Phips, grocer, Robert Berrisford, 
| diet omas Wells, Se John Ellis, grocer, Henry 
olthürſt, 'grocer, John Cavady, grocer, Thomas Jennings, 

Gier r Ed mond Paſhall,- grocer, Timothy Bathurſt, grocer, 
iles Parſlow, grocer, ? Robert! Ae, grocer, "Richard 

otinfon, grocer, William Johnſon, vintner, Ezekiel 

mith, Richard Martin, Wilnam Sharpe, Robert Rich, 


Wine Stannard, innholder, Jobs Stocken, William Sur. 


ey, gentleman, . George Farmer, gentleman, Thomas 


ypes, clothworker, Abraham Davies, gentleman, Thomas 


Biker, gentleman, George Bache, fiſhmonger, | John Dike, 


kiumonger, Henr ry Spranger, Richard Farrington, hriſtopher 
Bayley, vintner, George Robins, 
ro 0 Hinſon, grocer, K 2 Spencer, Clement 


ads entleman, James Campbell, iton- 
3 9 5 Reroe, ironmonger, Philip Jacob. 


Wohget, p 
Yon, Peter acobſon, of Antwerp, William Berkeley, Miles 


Banks, ev er, Peter Higgons, grocer, Henry Fohn, gen. 


[ek John Stokeley, merchant- ta . the co 14. of 


cers, te com any of Grocers, ny of 
Fiche iſhmongets, the 07 oF any of F Gotefinithy 


erchant- taylots, 
of 88800 pokes, the company of Salters, 8 


Vintners, the 


* 4 Q ao, 


EZ A he n of. ers, the com- i 


George Butler, gentleman, 
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the company of Carpenters, the company of Cordwarners,; 
the company of- Barber-chirurgeons, the company of Paint=— - 
ſajners,. the company of Curriers, the company of Maſons, 
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the company of - Plumbers, the company of Innholders, the 
company of Founders, the Soghpany of Poulterers, the com- . 
pany of Cooks, the company of Coopers, the company of 
Tylers and Bricklayers, the company of Boyers, the com- 
pany of Fletchers, the company of Blackſmiths, the company . 
of Joiners, the company of Weavers, the company of Wool. 
men, the company of Wovdmongers, the company of Scri- 
veners, the company of Fruiterers, the company of Plaiſterers, . 
the company of Brownbakers, the company of Stationers, the 
company of Embroiderers, the company of Upholſterers, the 
company of Muſicians, the company of Turners, the com- 
pany of Gardiners, the company of Baſketmakers, the com- 
pany of Glaziers, John Levet, merchant, Thomas Nor- 
nicot, clothworker, Richard Venn, haberdaſher, Thomas 
Scot, gentleman, Thomas Juxon, merchant-taylor, George 
Hankinſon, Thomas Seyer, gentleman, Matthew Cooper, 

| Thomas Lawſon, gentleman, ' 
Edward Smith, haberdafher, Stephen Ce hn Jones, 
merchant, ———— Reynolds, brewer, Thomas Plummer, 

merchant, James Duppa, brewer, Rowland Coitmore, - ” 
William Southerne, George Witmore, haberdaſher, Antho- 
Y Goſnold, the younger, John Allen, fiſnmonger, Siman 

eomans, fiſhmonger, Lancelot Davis, gentleman, * John 
Hopkins, Alderman of Briſtol, John Fare gentleman, 
Richard Clene, goldfinith, George Hooker, gentleman, 
Robert Chening, yeoman; and to ſuch, and fo many, as 0 
they do, or ſhall hereafter, admit to be joined with them, in F 
form hereafter in theſe preſents, expreſſed, whether they go 2 55 
in their perſons, to be planters there in the ſaid plantation, 
or whether they go not, but adventure their monies, goods, 
or chattels ; that they ſhall be one bc:dy or commanalty 
perpetual, and ſhall have perpetual ſucceſſion, aud one m- 
mon ſeal, to ſerve for the ſaid body or commonalty : and that Name of 
they, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall be known, called, and in- the corpora- 
corporated by the name of, The Treafurer and Company af , 
Adventurers and Planters for the City of London far the firſt 

IV. And that they, and their ſucceſſors, 'ſhall be, from Capacity to 
henceforth, for ever enabled to take, acquire, and purchaſe, ng i . 
by the name aforeſaid (licence for the ſame, from us, our Engtand; * 
bein or ſacceſſors, firſt had and obtained) any manner of — =» 


*F 
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lands, tenements, and hereditaments, goods, and chattels, 


5 within our realm of England, and dominion of Wales. 
Ae | V; And that they, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall likewiſe be 
| enabled, by the name aforeſaid, to plead, and be impleadec, 


* 6 . 


efore any of our judges or juſtices, in any of our courts, 


© 


Grant of VI. And we do alſo, of our ſpecial grace, certain know- 
— He ledges. and mere motion, give, grant, and confirm, unto the 

the aig ſaid treaſyrer and company, and their ſucceſſors, under the 
treaſurer reſervations, limitations, and declarations, hereafter expreſſ- 

and com- ed, all thoſe lands, countries, and territories, ſituate, lying, 

"F*35- .- being, in that part of America called Virginia, from the 

point of land called Cape or Point Comfort, all along the ſea 

cCoaſt, to the northward two hundred miles, and from the 

_ ſaid point of Cape Comfort, all along the ſea coaſt, to the 

_ ſouthward two hundred miles, and e ſpace and circuit 

. of land, lying from the ſea coaſt of the precin& aforeſaid, up 

into the land, throughout from ſea to ſea, weſt and 

' northweſt ; and alſo all the iſlands, lying within one hundred 

miles, along the coaſt of both ſeas of the precin& aforeſaid ; | 
together with all the ſoils, grounds, havens, and ports, 
mines, as, well royal mines of gold and ſilver, as other 
minerals, pearls, and precious ſtones, quarries, woods, rivers, 

Waters, fiſhings, commodities, juriſdictions, royalties, pri- 
vileges, franchiſes, and preheminences, within the ſaid ter- 

ritories, and the precincts thereof, whatſoeyer, and thereto 

and thereabouts, both by ſea and land, being, or in any ſort 

belonging or appertaining, and which we, by aur letters 
patents, may or can grant, in, as ample manner and fort, as 

we, or any our noble progenitors, have heretofore grantee to 
any company, body politic or corporate, or to any adventurer, 

or adventurers, undertaker, or undertakers, of any diſco- 

veries, plantations, or traffic, of, in or into any foreign parts 
over. and in as large and ample manner, as if the ſame 
Hibendum. Were herein particularly mentioned and expreſſed: To have 
and to hold, poſſeſs and enjoy, all and ſingular the ſaid lands, 

countries, and territories, with all and ſingular other the pre- 
miſes, heretofore by theſe. preſents granted, or mentioned to 

be granted, to them, the Fd breaks and company, their 


4 


: ſucceſſors and aſſigns for ever ; to the ſole and proper uſe of 
them, the ſaid treaſurer and company, their ſucceſſors and 
Ta gns for them: Jo be holden of us, our heirs, and ſucceſ 


|ſors, as of our manor of Eaſt-Greenwieh, in free and com- 
| Redendum,, mon ſoccage, and not in capite; Yielding and paying, 
| therefore, to us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, the fifth ar 


- 
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only of all are of gold and ſilver, that from time to time, and 
at all times hereafter, ſhall be there gotten, had, or obtained, 
% . moo ng | 
VII. And nevertheleſs, qur will and pleaſure is, and we Power in 
do, by theſe preſents,” charge, command, warrant, and 2 trea- 
thoriſe, that the ſaid treaſurer and company, or their ſueceſ- a und 


eee een = a OY e, Company to 
-ſors, or the major part of them, which ſhall be preſent and —5 Pow 


aſſembled for that purpoſe, ſhall, from time to time, under affign under 
their common ſea], diſtr ibute, convey, aſſign, and ſet over, their com- 


ſuch particular portions of lands, tenements, and heredita- mene | 


ments, by. theſe prefents, formerly granted, unto fuch our portions. .of 


Jovi | : 25 che land 
loving ſubjecte, naturally horn, or denizens, or others, as fe. — | 


well adventurers as planters, as by the ſaid company (upon a ranted ia 


commiſſion of ſurvey and diſtribution, executed and returned tne com- 


for that 1 ſhall be nominated, appointed, and allowed ; pany to par- 


wherein our will and pleaſure is, that refpeCt be had, as Well eulane 


of che proportion of the adventurer, as to the ſpecial ſervice, adventu- 
hazard, exploit, or merit of any perſon, ſq to be recompen- ven. 5 
ſed, advanced, or rewarded. e „ 125: Rt 

VIII. And forafmuch, as the good and proſperous ſucceſs 
of the ſaid plantation cannot but chiefly depend, next under ment ofa - 
the bleſſing of God, and the ſupport of our royal authority, couacil to 
upon the provident and good direction of the whole enter- reſide at. 


London and 


prize, by a careful and underſtanding council, and that it is to manage 
not convenient, that all the adventurers ſhall be ſo often the aftairs 
drawn to meet and aſſemble, as ſhall be requiſite for them to of che com- 
have meetings and conference* about the affairs thereof; OR” 
therefore we do ordain, eſtabliſh, and confirm, that there 
| ſhall be perpetually one council her reſident, according to 
the tenour of our former letters patents; which council 
ſhall have a ſeal, for the better government and adminiſtra- 
tion of the ſaid plantation, beſides the legal ſeal of the com- 
pany or corporation, as in our former letters patents is alſo 
r ä 80 


IX. And farther, we eſtabliſh and ordain, that Henry, This 1 ; 


Earl of Southampton, William, Earl of Pembroke, Henry, cil thall 
Earl -of Lincoln, Thomas, Earl of Exeter, Robert, Lord 3 es 
Viſcount Liſle, Lord Theophilus Howard, James, Lord ee, 
Biſhop of Bath and Wells, Edward, Lord Zouche, Thomas, ſeal of the 
Lord Lawarr, William, Lord Monteagle, Edmund, Lord whole com- 
Sheffield, Grey, Lord Chandois, John, Lord Stanhope; P 
George, Lord Carew, Sir Humfrey Weld, Lord Mayor of 
London, Sir Edward Cecil, Sir William Wade, Sir Henry? 
Nevil, Sir Thomas Smith, Sir Oliver Cromwell, Sir Peter: 
Manwood, Sir Thomas Challoner, Sir Henry ee 0 
OR 5 "Francis 


planters or 


Eſtabliſh- 5 
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Francis Bacon, Sir George Coppin, Sir John Scot, Sir 

Henry Carey, Sir Woes 5 55 ir Gale Vere. Sir 

Edward Conway, Sir Maurice Barkeley, Sir Thomas Gates, 
Sir Michael Sandys, Sir Robert Manſel, Sir John Trevor, 
Sir Amias Preſton, Sir William Godolphin, Sir Walter 

- Cope, Sir Robert Killigrew, Sir Henry Fanſhaw, Sir 
E Edwin Sandys, Sir John Watts, Sir Henry Montague, Sir 
William Romney, Sir Thomas Roe, Sir Baptiſt Hicks, Sir 
Richard Williamſon, Sir Stephen Poole, Sir Dudly Digges, 
Cghriſtopher Brooke, Eſq; John Eldrid, and John Wol- 
ſtenholme, ſhall be our council for the ſaid company of ad- 


. { ; 


venturers and planters in Virginia. 


' Nomination X. And the ſaid Thomas Smith we do ordain to be trea- 


members of ſurer of the ſaid company: which treaſurer ſhall have autho- 


this council rity, to give order, for the warning of the council, and ſum- 
by the king, moning the company, to their courts and meetings. 3 . 
Flection of XI. And the ſaid council and treaſurer, or any of them, 


dhetreaſurer hall be from henceforth, nominated, choſen, continued, 


andcounfel. | — | 
"roo in all diſplaced, changed, altered, and ſupplied, as death, or other 


future va- ſeveral occaſions, ſhall require, out of the company of the 
ren e. le ſaid adventurers, by the voice of the greater part of the ſaid 
of the ſaid ae and adventurers, in their aſſembly for that purpoſe: 
company. rovid always, that every counſellor, ſo newly elected, 
- Mall de preſented to the Lord Chancellor of England, or to 
the Lord High Treaſurer of England, or to the Lord Cham- 
berlain of the houſhold of us, out heirs, and ſucceſſors, for 
the time being, to take his oath of a counſellor to us, our 
heirs, and ſucceſſors, for the ſaid company of adventurers and 
x colony in Virginia. | | 
Power of XII. And u 


iſs | ve do, by theſe preſents, of our ſpecial grace, 
appointinga $ r ALE . I | 
deputy trea- certain knowledge, and mere motion, for us, our heirs and 
ſurer, in ſucceſſors, grant unto the ſaid treaſurer and company, and 
caſes of their ſucceſſors, that if it happen, at any time or times, the 
| Y* treaſurer for the time being to be ſick, or to have any ſuch 
cauſe of abſence from the city of London, as ſhall be allowed 


dy the ſaid council, or the greater part of them, aſſembled, 


ſo as he cannot attend the affairs of that company, in every 


' ſuch caſe, it ſhall and may be lawful for ſuch treaſurer for the 
time being, to. aſſign, conſtitute and appoint, one of the 
council or company, to be likewiſe allowed by the council, 
or the greater part of them, aſſembled, to be the deputy trea- 
ſuter of the ſaid company; which deputy ſhall have power, 
to do and execute all things, which way, to the ſaid trea- 
ſurer, during ſuch time, as ſuch treaſurer ſhall be either hck, 


or otherwiſe abſent upon cauſe allowed of by the {aid council, 
l 8 \ « „ | 5. or 
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or the major part of them, as aforeſaid, ſo fully and wholly, 
and in as large and ample manner and form, to all intents 
and purpoſes, as the ſaid treaſurer, if he were preſent,” him- 
ſelf might or could do and execute the ſame. e > 
XIII. And further, of our ſpecial grace, certain know- The council 
ledge, and mere motion, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, all have 
we do, by theſe preſents, give and grant full power and au- akg or 3 
cat's Ne eee . ee ee 5 
thority to our ſaid council, here reſident, as well at this point and to 
preſent time, as hereafter from time to time, to nominate, change or 
make, conſtitute, ordain, and confirm, by ſuch name or eg 
names, ſtile or ſtiles, as to them ſhall ſeem good; and like- m ee 
wiſe to revoke, wig” % change, and alter, as well all and officers of 
ſingular governors, officers, and minifters, which already 1 
have been made, as alſo which hereafter ſhall be by chem colonies. 
thought fit and needful to be made or uſed, for the govern- 
ment of the ſaid colony and plantation. T 
XIV. And alſo to make, ordain, and eſtabliſh all manner And to 
of orders, laws, directions, inſtructions, forms, and cere- make laws , 
monies of government and magiſtracy, fit and neceſſary, for an a Laien 
and concerning the government of the ſaid colony and planta- of the ſaidd 
tion; and the ſame, at all times hereafter, to abrogate, re- colonies. 
voke, or change, not only within the precin&ts of the ſaid 
colony, but alſo upon the ſeas in going and coming, to and 
from the ſaid colony, as they, in their good diſcretion, ſhall 
think to be fitteſt for the good of the adventurers and inhabi- 
ee ed en ene) i op 8 by 
XV. And we do alſo declare, that, for divers reaſons and upon the 
conſiderations us thereunto eſpecially moving, our will and arrival of a 
pleaſure is, and we do hereby ordain, that immediately fron „ {gf 
THR IVE l F- r : w- appointed 

and after fuch time, as any ſuch governor or principal officer, by the aid 
ſo to be nominated” and appointed, by our ſaid council, for council in 
the government of the ſaid-colony, as aforeſaid, ſhall arrive Ab, 1 
in Virginia, and give notice unto the colony there reſident of theprefdent 
our pleaſure in this behalf, the government, power and au- and counell 
thority of the preſident and council, heretofore by our former *\Fcady ef- 
letters patents there eſtabliſhed, and all Jaws and conſtitutions, anger f 
by them formerly made, ſhall utterly ceaſe and be determined, other o. 
and all officers, governors, and miniſters, formerly conftituted cers of go- 
or appointed, ſhall be diſcharged, any thing, in our former W ; 
| Itters patents concerning the faid plantation contained, in any ſtantiy ceaſe 
wie to the contrary notwithſtanding ; ftraightly charging and and be de- 
commanding the preſident and council, now refident in the termined. 
fait colony, upon their allegiance, after knowledge given unto 
them of our will and pleafure, by theſe preſents ſignified and 
declared, that they forthwith be obedient to ſuch governor or 

| t Be governors, 
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governors, as by our: ſaid. council, here, reſident, ſhall. be 
named and appointed, as aforeſaid, and to all directions, or. 
ders and commandments, which they fhall receive from 
them, as well in the preſent reſigning te up of their 
authority, offices, charge and places, as in all other atten- 
daance, as ſhall be by them, from time to time, required. 
Amd, XVI. And we do further, by theſe preſents, ordain and 
Aae eſtabliſh, that the ſaid treaſurer and council here reſident, and 


in ve. - their ſucee®ors, or any four of them, being aſſembled (th 
ttreaſurer being one) ſhall, from time to time, have full power 
And authority, to admit and receive any other , perſon into 
Disfran- their compan , Corporation, and freedom ; and further, in a 
chiſement. general 1 of the adventurers, with the conſent of the 
greater part. upon good cauſe, to disfranchiſe and put out 
Any perſon or perſons, out of the ſaid freedom and company. 
Power to XVII And we do alſo grant and confirm, for us, our heirs 
1 . and ſucceſſors, that it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid treaſurer 
mines. and company, and their ſucceſſors, by direction of the go- 
vernors there, to dig and to- ſearch for all manner of mines 
bf gold, filver, copper, iron, lead, tin, and all ſorts of mi- 
nerals, as well within the precinct aforeſaid, as within any 
M1 part of the main land, not formerly granted to any other; 
and to have and enjoy the gold, — copper, iron, lead, 
and tin, and all other minerals, to be gotten thereby, to the 
uſe and behoof of the ſaid company of planters and adventu- 
ielding thereof, and paying yearly, unto us, our heirs 


1 


* 
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rers y 
l ſucceſſors, as aforeſaid. 


* Ol 


o XVIII. And we do further, of our ſpecial grace, certain 


* 


es l Knowledge, and mere motion, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſ- 
Jects or any ſors, grant, by theſe preſents, to and with the ſaid treaſurer - 


Nrangers to and company, aud their ſucceſſors, that it ſhall be lawful and 
be free for them, and their aſſigns, at all and every time and 

- together times hereafter, out of our realm of England, and out of all 
with all ne- other our dominions, to take and lead into the faid voyages, 
age jug and for and towards the ſaid plantation, and to travel thither- 
Fence, and Wards, and to abide and inhabit there in the ſaid colony and 
merchan- plantation, all ſuch and ſo many of our loving ſubjects, or 
Liſes proper any other ſtrangers, that will become our loving ſubjects, 
withthepeo. and live under our obedience, as ſhall willingly accompany 

ple theres them im the ſaid voyage and plantation; with ſufficient ſhip- 
ping, armour, weapons, ordinance, munition, powder, ſhot, 
-» vituals, and ſuch merchandiſes or wares, as are eſteemed b 

the wild people in thoſe parts, cloathing, implements, furni- 
ture, cattle, horſes, and mares, and all other things, neceſ- 
ee the i pjantation, and, for, their uſe and, deleach 

| . g . $ and 


and trade with the people there; and in paſſing, and return- 
ig to and fro; without yielding or paying ſubſidy, cuſtoni, withoutpay- 
. impoſition, or any other tax or duty, to us, our heirs, or 1s 2 
ſucceſſors, for the ſpace of ſeven years from the date of theſe gquty for 
preſents; provided, that none of the ſaid perſons be ſich, as them for 7 
ſhall be hereafter, by ſpecial name, reſtrained by us, our heirs, year. 
and ſucceſſors. No Seb 
or ſubſidies _ 


one-and-twenty years, and from all taxes and impoſitions, pan; and 
3 FEET? IT D * +, 5 Tucceffors 
for ever, upon any goods or ' merchandizes, at any time or gaall pay on- 
times hereafter, either upon importation thither, or exporta- ly a duty of 
tion from thence, into our realm of England, or into any 5 per cent. 


to England 


, 4 4 I re 8 
any cuſtom, tax, or other duty, to be paid to us, our heirs, ing frſt lan- 
or ſucceſſors, or to any other our officers or deputies; pro- ded in Eng- 


vided, that the ſaid goods and merchandizes be ſhipped out, land, wich- 
ichin thi en een firtt andi „ Wahi n Out paying 

Within thirteen months, after their firſt landing within any any other 

part of thoſe dominionss. „ ED. 
XX And we do alſo grant and confirm to the faid treaſurer Power tore - 


and company, and their ſucceſſors, as alſo to all and every fit and er- 


ſuch governor, or other officers and miniſters, as by our ſaid Sebi 


2 


> 3 foreignparts 
aid ad- within the 


* 
* 
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after Which 


council ſhall be appointed to have power and authority of che aig coe., 


government and command, in or over the ſaid. colony or plan- lony. 


tation; that they, and every of them, ſhall and lawfully 
may, from time to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, ' | 
for their ſeveral defence and ſafety, encounter, expulſe, repel, . . > 
and reſiſt, by force and arms, as well by ſea as by land, and 
all ways and means whatſoever, all and every ſuch perſon and 
perſons whatſoever, as (without the ſpecial licence of the ſaid 
_ treaſurer and company, and their ſucceſſors) ſhall attempt to 
inhabit, within the ſaid ſeveral precincts and limits of the ſaid 
ne LL colony 


che ſaid by the ſaid company to be adventurers or planters o 
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colony and plantation; and alſo, all and every ſuch perſon and 
perſons whatſoever, as ſhall enterprize or attempt, at any 
time hereafter, deſtruction, invaſion, hurt, detriment, or an. 
nqyance, to the ſaid colony and plantation, as is likewiſe ſpe- 


eified in the ſaid former grant. 


Powerte XXI, And chat it ſhall be lawful for the (aid treaſurer and 


cent. upon company, and their ſucceſſors, and every of. them, from time 
allgoodsim- to time, and at all times for ever hereafter, and they ſhall have 


E ae full power and authority, to take and ſurpriſe, by all ways 


or exported and means whatſoever, all and every perſon and perſons what. 


dut of it by ſoeyer, with their ſhips, goods, and other furniture, traf- 
Pr ite ficking in any harbour, creek, or place, within the limits or 
members of Precin&s of the ſaid colony and plantation, not being allowed 
the ſaid” 
ampany; colony, until ſuch time as they, being of any reaſms and do- 
| ' minions under our obedience, {hall pay, Or agree to pay, ta 
the hands of the treaſurer or of ſome other officer, deputed by 
the ſaid governor of Virginia (over and above ſuch ſubſidy and 
cuſtom, as the ſaid company is, or hereafter ſhall be, to pay) 
five pounds per cent. upon all goods and merchandiſes ſa 
brought in thither, and alſo five per cent, upon all goods by 


— ebe them ſhipped out from thence; and being ſtrangers, and not 


all goods under our obedience, until they have paid (over and above ſuch 


imported | ſubſidy and cuſtom, as the ſaid treaſurer and company, or 
thither or their ſucceſſors, is, or hereafter ſhall' be, to pay) ten pounds 


| thenee by per cent. upon all ſuch goods, likewiſe carried in and out, 


Krangers any thing, in the ſaid former letters patents, to the contrary 
not under notwithſtanding; and the ſame ſums of money and benefit, 
—— as aforeſaid, for and during the ſpace of one-and- twenty 
pears, ſhall be "Agee d e to the benefit, uſe, and be- 
| hoof of the ſaid colony and plantation; and after the ſaid 
one-and-twenty years ended, - ſame ſhall be taken to the 
uſe of us, our heirs, and ſucceſiors, by ſuch officers and 
miniſters, as by us, our heirs, or ſucceſſors, ſhall be there- 
unto aſſigned and appointed, as is ſpecified ip the ſaid former 
letters patents, | | | 4 
General de, XXII. Alſo, we do, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, 


all ach per- declare, by theſe preſents, that all and every the perſons, 

ſons as mall being our ſubjects, which ſhall go and inhabit within the. 

be born in ſaid colony and plantation, and every of their children and 

that colony. poſterity, which ſhall happen to be born within any the limits 

| thereof, ſhall have and enjoy all liberties, franchiſes, and im- 
munities of free denizens and natural ſubjects, within any of 


our other dominions, to all intents and purpoſes, as if they 


= 
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had been abiding and born within this our realm of England,; jor wht 


4 


or in any other of our dominions, © f * 
XXIII. And foraſmuch, as it ſhall be neceſſary for all ſuch Power to 
our loving ſubjects, 2s ſhall inhabit within the Aid precincts Bt 9 
of Virginia, aforeſaid, to determine to live together, in the 3 | 
fear and true worſhip of Almighty God, chriſtian, peace, and Wall be ap- 
civil quietneſs, each with other, whereby every one may, pu = 
with more ſafety, pleaſure, and profit, enjoy that, whereunto op Liar 
they ſhall attain with great pain and peril ; we, for us, our cilaforeſaid, 
heirs, and ſucceſſors, . are likewiſe pleaſed and contented, and to gore. 
by theſe preſents, do give and grant unto the ſaid treaſurer ors . 
and company, and their ſucceffors, and to ſuch governors, lony accord- 
officers, and miniſters, as ſhall be, by our ſaid council, con- ing to — 6 
ſtituted and appointed, according to the natures and limits rte 
of their offices and places reſpectively, that they ſhall and as cin, 4 
may, from time to time for ever hereafter, within the ſaid tha be. of- 
precincts of Virginia, or in the way by ſea thither and from ne nr 
thence, have full and abſolute power and authority, to cor- council. 
rect, puniſh, pardon, govern, and rule, all ſuch the ſubjectss 
of us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, as ſhall, from time to time, 
adventure themſelves in any voyage thither, or that ſhall, at 
any time hereafter, inhabit in the precincts and territories of 
the ſaid celony, as aforeſaid, according to ſuch orders, or- 
dinances, conſtitutions, directions, and inſtructions, as by 
our ſaid council, as aforeſaid, ſhall be eſtabliſhed; and in 
defect thereof, in caſe of neceſſity, acccordirig to the good _ 
diſcretion of the ſaid governor and officers, reſpectively, as 
well in caſes capital and criminal as civil, both marine and 24 


other; ſo always, as the ſaid ſtatutes, ordinances, and in 
. ceedings, as near as conveniently may be, be agreeable ts 
the laws, ſtatutes, government, and policy of this our realm 
N of England. | b | , | g 3 al | ns % ; j LEY 3 6 lad 
XXIV. And we do further, of our ſpecial grace, . certain 
knowledge, and mere motion, grant, declare, and ordain, 


that ſuch principal governor, as, from time to time, ſhall adi 
duly and lawfully be authoriſed and appointed, - aver | 
and form in theſe preſents heretofore expreſſed, fhall have ful 


power and. authority, to uſe and exerciſe martial, law, in 
cales of rebellion or mutiny, in as large and ample. manner, 
as our lieutenants in our courſties, within this our realm of 
England, have, or ought to have, by force of their com- 
miffions of lieutenancy. e e 
XXV. And furthermore, if any perſon ot, perſons, ad- Perſonswho 
venturets or planters of the ſaid colony, or any other, at any under 8 
time or times hereafter, {hall tranſport any monies, goods, Roy bs this: 
50 „ M 2 ; or colony, tall. 
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fend yore or merchandizes, out of any of our kingdoms, with a pre- 


8 tence or purpoſe, to land, (ell, or otherwiſe diſpoſe of the 


hall for it ſame, within the limits or bounds of the (aid colony, and yet - 


_ their Mips nevertheleſs, being at ſea, or after be hath landed within any 
Ad goods, part of the ſaid colony, ſhall carry the ſame into any other 
721 oreigh country, with a purpoſe there to ſell and diſpoſe 
\ thereof; that then, all the goods and chattels of the ſaid per. 
ſon, or perſons, ſo offending; and tranſported, together with 
the ſhip or veſſel wherein ſuch tranſportation was made, ſhall 
. forfeited to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
* Doubtful XXVI. And further, our will and pleaſure js, that in all 
Teiges ia queſtions and doubts that ſhall ariſe, upon any difficulty of 
-theſeand conſtruction or interpretation of any thing, contained either in 
"tents hall this or in out ſaid former letters patents, the ſame ſhall be taken 
de conſtruedand interpreted, in moſt ample and beneficial manner for the 
2 3 ſaid treaſurer and company, and their ſucceſſors, and every 
member thereof. | | 


1 


8 


Obnftematl. XXVII. And further, we do, by theſe preſents, ratify 


on vf former and W Ut the ſaid treaſurer and company, and their 


1 ſucceſſors, all the privileges, franchiſes, liberties, and immu- 
altered by nities, granted in our ſaid former letters patents, and not in 


the preſent theſe our letters patents revoked, altered, changed or 
charter. Abr . | OR 


idged. | . | a 
"Extenſion of XVI n. And finally, our will and pleaſure is, and we 


the privile-dö further, hereby, for us, our beirs and ſucceſſors, grant 
ges granted 


Fand and agree, to and with the ſaid treaſurer and company, and 


terto all fu. their ſucceſſors, that all and ſingular perſon. and perſons, 


ture mem- which ſhall, at any time or times hereafter, adventure any 
ſum or ſums of money, in and towards the ſaid plantation of 


bers of the 
9 the ſaid colony in Virginia, and ſhall be admitted, by the 
mitted into faid council and company, as adventurers of the ſaid co» 
it by the Jony, in form aforeſaid, and ſhall be enrolled in the book 
thereof, in Or records of the adventurers of the ſaid company, ſhall and 
the manner may be accounted, accepted, taken, held, and reputed, ad- 
dere de- yenturers of the ſaid colony, and ſhall and may enjoy all and 
— grants, privileges, liberties, benefits, profits, com-, 
modities, ahd immunities, advantages, and emoluments 
whatſoever, as fully, largely, amply, and abſolutely, as if 


they, and every of them, had been preciſely, plainly, ſingu- 
netly named and inſerted in theſe our letters 


larly, and diſti 
patents. 4 


_ i . And _ becauſe the principal effect which. 


ſhall go into we can defire or expect of this action, is the converſion and 
"he" dd reduction of the people in thoſe parts unto the true 7941 
e gene an which ware we Manne 


Y 
«C7: 


Sh. * 
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be loath, that any perſon ſhould be permitted to paſo, that without ba- 
we ſuſpected toeffect the ſuperſtitions of the church of Rome; Tuns a- 
we do hereby declare, that it is our will and pleaſure, that oath of ſw. 
none be permitted fo paſs, in any voyage, from time to time premacy, 
to be made into the ſaid country, but ſuch as firſt ſhall have 
taken the oaths of ſupremacy z for which purpoſe we do, by 
_ theſe preſents, give full,power and authority, to the treaſu- 

rer for the time being, atd any three of the council, to ten- 
der and exhibit the ſaid oath, to all ſuch perſons as ſhall, at 

any time, be ſent and employed in the ſaid voyage. Although 

expreſs mention of the true yearly value or certainty of the | 

premiſes, or any of them, or of any other gifts or grants, by 

us, or any of our progenitors, or predeceſſors, to the afore- 

faid treaſurer and company heretofore made, in theſe preſents 

is not made; or any act, ſtatute, ordinance, proviſion, pro- 

clamation, or reſtraint, to the contrary hereof had, made, or- 
dained, or provided, or any other thing, "cauſe, or matter, 
whatſoever in any wiſe notwithſtanding. In witneſs whereof, 
we have cauſed theſe our letters to be made patent; witneſs . 
ourſelf at Weſtminſter, the 23d day of May, in the ſeventh year . 
of our reign of England, France, and Ireland, and of Scotland | 
the ####* bs 5 e 4 bebe 


Per ipſum Regem. 


he 


2 * 7 * 
— 


NUMBER I. 


Charter of King JAMES I. to the Treaſurer and 
Campany of Vireinta. Datcd March 12, 1614-2. 


L JAMES, by the grace of God, King of England, Scot- Recital of 
land, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith; to the ſub- 
all, to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting, Whereas the Chaser 
at the humble ſuit of divers and ſundry our loving ſubjects, as of May 23, 
well adventurers as planters of the firſt colony in Virginia, 169. 
and for the propagation of chriſtian religion, and reclaiming - 
of people barbarous to civility and humanity, we have, by 


our letters. patents, bearing date, at Weſtminſter, the mor 4 
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and-twentieth day of May, in the ſeventh year of our reign of : 
England, France, and Ireland, and the two-and-fortieth' of 
Scotland, given and granted unto them, that they, and all ; 
ſuch and ſo many of our loving ſubjects, as ſhould, from 
time to time for ever after, be joined with them, as planters 
or adventurers in the ſaid plantation, and their ſucceſſors, for 
ever, ſhould be one body politic, incorporated by the name 
of, The treafurer and company of adventurers and planters of | 
the city of London for the firſt colony in Virginia. 
II. And whereas alſo, for the greater good and benefit of 
the ſaid company, and for the better furtherance, ſtrengthen 
ing, and eſtabliſning of the ſaid plantation, we did further 
give, grant, and confirm, by our faid letters patents, unto 
the ſaid treaſurer and company, and their — for ever, 
all thoſè lands, countries, or territories, ſituate, lying, and 
being, in that part of America called Virginia, from the 
— of land called Cape or Point Comfort, all along the 
ea coaſts, to the northward, two hundred miles, and from 
the ſaid point of Cape Comfort, all along the ſea coaſt, to 
the ſouthward, two hundred miles, and all that ſpace and 
eircuit of land, lying from the ſea coaſt of the precinct afore- 
ſaid, up or into the land, throughout from ſea to fea, weſt 
and northweſt, and alſo all the iſlands, lying within one 
hundred miles, along the coaſt of both the ſeas of the precinct 
aforeſaid, with divers other grants, liberties, franchiſes, and 
preheminences, privileges, profits, benefits, and commodi- 
ties, granted, in and by our ſaid letters patents, to the ſaid 
trreaſurer and company, and their ſucceſſors, for ever. : 
Petition of III. Now, foraſmuch as we are given to underſtand, that 
the grantees in thoſe ſeas, adjoining to the ſaid coaſts of Virginia, and 
8 nor without the compaſs of thoſe two hundred miles, by us ſo 
3 granted unto the faid treaſurer and company, as aforeſaid, 
mer charter. and yet not far diſtant from the ſaid colony in Virginia, 
there are, or may be, divers iſlands, lying deſolate and un- 
inhabited, ſome of which are already * 8 known and diſ- 
- - covered, by the induſtry, travel, and expence of the ſaid 
| company, and others alſo are ſuppoſed to be and remain, as 
yet, unknown and undiſcovered, all and every of which it 
may import the ſaid colony, both in ſafety and policy of 
trade, to populate and plant, in regard whereof, as well 
for the preventing of peril, as for the better ny and 
'' Profperity of the ſaid colony, they have been humble ſuitors” 


unto us, that we would be pleaſed to grant unto them an 
enlargement of our ſaid former letters patents, as well for # 
more ample extent of their limits and territories into the 5 


VIRGINIA CHARTERS, 
adjoining to, and upon the coaſt of Virginia, as alſo for 


ſome other matters and articles, concerning the better go- 


yernment of the ſaid company and colony, in which point our 
ſaid former letters patents do not extend ſo far, as time and 
experience hath found to be needful and convenient. | 

IV. We therefore, tendering the good and happy ſucceſs 
of the ſaid plantation, both in regard of the general weal of 
human ſociety, as in reſpect of the good of our own eſtate 
and kingdoms, and being willing to give furtherance to all 
good means, that may advance the benefit of the ſaid com- 


| pany, and which may ſecure the ſafety of our loving ſub-. 


jects, planted in our ſaid colony under the favour and pro- 


tection of God Almighty, and of our royal power and autho- 
rity, have therefore, of our eſpecial grace, certain know-- 
1 and mere motion, given, granted, and confirmed, and 


ur heirs and ſucceſſors, We do, by theſe preſents, Grant of =- 
for us, our h u , „ by p t G eee 
of country 
to the ſaid 
firſt colony in Virginia, and to their heirs and ſucceſſors, for — 
company. 


give, grant, and confirm, to the ſaid treaſurer and compa- 
ny of adventurers and planters of the city of London for the 


eyer, all and ſingular thoſe iſlands whatſoever, ſituate and be- 


ing in any part of the ocean ſeas bordering upon the coaſt of 


our ſaid firſt colony in Virginia, and being within three 
hundred leagues of any the parts heretofore granted to the 
ſaid treaſurer and company, in our ſaid former letters pa- 


tents, as aforeſaid, and being within or between the one-and- 


fortieth and thirtieth degrees of northerly latitude, together 
with all and ſingular . grounds, havens, ports, 
rivers, waters, fiſhings, mines, and minerals, as well royal 
mines of gold and ſilver, as other mines and minerals, pearls, 
precious f 


whatſoever, and thereunto or thereabouts, both by ſea and 


land, being and ſituate: and which, by our letters patents, 


we may, or can, grant, and in as ample manner and ſort, as 
e, or any our noble progenitors, have heretofore granted to 
any perſon or perſons, or to any company, body politic or 


corporate, or to any adventurer or adventurers, undertaker or 
undertakers, of any diſcoveries, plantations or traffic, of or 
into any foreign parts, whatſoever, and in as large and am- 


ple manner as if the ſame were herein particularly named, 


mentioned, and expreſſed: provided always, that the ſaid 


iſlands, or any the premiſes herein mentioned, or by theſe 


preſents intended or meant to be granted, be not actually 


poſſeſſed 


ones, quarries, and all and ſingular other commo- 
dities, juriſdictions, royalties, privileges, franchiſes, and pre- 
heminences, both within the ſaid tract of land upon the 
main, and alſo within the ſaid iſland and ſeas adjoining, | 


. £ 92 
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 polſefſed or inhabited by any other chriſtian prince or eſtate, 
nor be within the bounds, limits or territories of the northern 
colony, heretofore by us granted to be planted by divers of 


' Habendum, Our loving ſubjects, in the north parts. of Virginia, To have: | 
and to hold, poſſeſs and enjoy, all and fingular the ſaid iſlands, 


in the ſaid ocean ſeas fo lying, and bordering upon the coaſt 


and coaſts of the territories of the ſaid firft colony in Virgi- 


nia, as aforeſaid ; with all and fingular the faid foils, lands, 


and grounds, and all and fingular other the premiſes, hereto- 


fore by theſe preſents granted, or mentioned to be granted, to 
them, the ſaid treaſurer and company of adventurers and 


planters of the city of London for the firſt colony in Vir- 


ginia, and to their heirs, ſucceſſors, and aſſigns, for ever, 

to the ſole and proper uſe and behoof of them, the ſaid trea- 

ſurer and company, and their heirs, and ſucceſſors, and af. 

Tenendum. ſigns, for ever. To be holden of us, our heirs, and ſueceſ. 

| | ſors, as of our manor of Eaft-Greenwich, in free and com- 

| Reddendo, mon ſoccage, and not in capite. Yielding and paying there- 

fore to us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, the fifth part of the ore 

of all gold and ſilver, which ſhall be there gotten, had, or 

obtained, for all manner of ſervices whatſoever. e 
Aſfociati V. And further, our will and pleaſure is, and we do, 

dns of di- theſe preſents, grant and confirm, for the good and welfare of 


vers per. the ſald plantation, and that poſterity may hereafter know, 


ſons tothe who have adventured, and not been ſparing of their purſes in 


ſaid Lon- ſuch a noble and generous action for the general good of 
* their country, and at the requeſt, and with the conſent, of 
the company aforeſaid, that our truſty and well- beloved ſuh- 


jects, George, Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Henry, Earl 
of Huntingdon, Edward, Earl of Bedford, Richard, Earl 


of Clanrickard, &c. who ſince our ſaid laſt letters patents, 


ate become adventurers, and have joined themſelves with the 
former adventurers and planters of the ſaid company and ſo- 


_ ciety, ſhall, from henceforth, be reputed, deemed, and ta- 
ken to be, and ſhall be, brethren and free members of the com- 
pany, and ſhall and may, reſpectively, and according to the 


proportion and value of their ſeveral adventures, bave, hold, 
and enjoy all ſuch intereſt, right, title, privileges, prehemi- 


nencies, liberties, franchiſes, immunities, profits, and com- 


.  modities, whatſoever, in as large, and ample, and beneficial 


manner, to all intents, conſtructions, and purpoſes, as any 


other adventurers, nominated and expreſſed in any our for- 


mer letters patents, or any of them, have or may have, by 


force and virtue of theſe preſents, or any our former letters FF 
VI And 


patents whatſoever, 9 8 0 
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VL. And we are further pleaſed, and we do, by theſe pre- Addition of 


ſents, grant and confirm, that Philip, Earl of Montgomery, eee 
William Lord Paget, Sir John Starrington, Ent. &c. fcns, to the 


whom the ſaid treaſurer and company have, ſince the ſaid laſt council of 


letters patents, nominated and ſet down, as worthy and diſ- ER 
creet perſons, fit to ſerve as counſellors, to be of our council 158 5 
for the ſaid plantation, ſhall be reputed, deemed; and taken, 2 
as perſons of our ſaid council for the ſaid firſt colony, in ſuch 
manner and fort, to all intents and purpoſes; as thoſe, who 
have been formerly elected and nominated, as our counſellors 

for that colony, and whoſe names have been or ate inſerted 
and expreſſed, in our ſaid former letters patents. | 8 ; 
VII, And we do hereby ordain and grant, by theſe preſents, Cotirts or 
that the ſaid treaſurer and company of adventurers and plan- *flemblies 
ters aforeſaid, ſhall and may, once every week, or oftener, at ng vn 
their pleaſure, hold and keep a court and aſſembly, for the be Beld 
better order and government of the ſaid plantation, and ſuch ones every 
things as ſhall concern the ſame ; and that any five perſons of offnet, for 
our council for the ſaid firſt colony in Virginia, for the time tranfaction 
being, of which company the treaſurer, or his deputy, to be of ordinary 
always one, and the number of fifteen others, at the leaſt, of 1 

the generality of the ſaid company, aſſembled together in 

ſuch manner, as is and hath been heretofore uſed and accuſ- 

tomed, ſhall be ſaid, taken, held, and reputed to be, and ſhall 

be a ſufficient court of the ſaid company, for the handling, 

and ordering, and diſpatching of all ſuch caſual and particular 
occurrences, and accidental matters, of leſs conſequence and 

weight, as ſhall, from time to time, happen, touching and 
concerning the ſaid plantation, | 


? 


VIII. And that nevertheleſs, for the handling, ordering, And for the | 


and diſpoſing of matters and affairs of great weight and im- nt of the 


portance, and ſuch, as ſhall or may, in any ſort, concern the more im- 
weal public and general good of the ſaid company and planta- portant bu- 
tion, as namely, the manner of government from time to time ee 8 the 
to be uſed, the ordering and lifoſing of the lands and poſ- Nr wank 
ſeſſions, and the ſettling and eſtabliſhing of a trade there, or and general 


ſuch like, there ſhall be held and kept, every year, * the 3 


laſt Wedneſday, ſave one, of Hillary term, Eaſter, Trinity, bers ofit 
and Michaelmas terms, for ever, one great, general, and ſo- ſhall be 


lemn aſſembly, which four aſſemblies ſhall be ſtiled and called, vgs in eve. 


The four great and general courts of the council and com- 
pany of adventurers for Virginia; in all and every of which 
ſaid great and general courts, ſo aſſembled, our will and plea- 
ture is, and we do, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, for ever, 
give and grant to the ſaid treaſurer and company, and their 
# N ſiucceſſors, 
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ſucceſſors, for ever, by theſe preſents, that they, the ſaid trea 

ſurer and company, or the greater number of them, ſo aſſem- 

bled, ſhall and may have full power and authority, from time 

Election of to time, and at all times hereafter, to ele& and chuſe diſereet 
| dr perſons, to be of our ſaid council for the ſaid firſt colony in 

officers of Virginia, and to nominate and appoint ſuch officers, as they 

government hall think fit and requiſite, for the government, managing, 

ordering, and diſpatching of the affairs of the ſaid company : 

aäläkand ſhall likewiſe have full power and authority, to ordain and 
Making make ſuch laws and ordinances, for the good and welfare of 

laws: te aid plantation, as to them, from time to time, ſhall be 

thought requiſite and meet: ſo always, as the ſame be not 

contrary to the laws and ſtatutes of this our realm of England: 

and ſhall, in like manner, have power and authority, to ex- 

Disfranchi- pulſe, disfranchiſe, and put out of and from their ſaid com- 

a=: ug pany and fociety, for ever, all and every ſuch perſon and per- 

that neglect ſons, as having either promiſed, or ſubſcribed their names, to 

to pay the become adventurers to the ſaid plantation of the ſaid firſt co- 

AP they Jony in Virginia, or having been nominated for adventurers, 

have fub- . G 

cribed. in theſe or any other our letters patents, or having been other- 

wiſe admitted and nominated to be of the ſaid company, have 

nevertheleſs, either not put in any adventure at all, for and 

towards the ſaid plantation, or elſe. have refuſed and neglect- 

ed, or ſhall refuſe and neglect to bring in his or their adven- 

ture, by word or writing promiſed, within ſix months after 

the ſame ſhall be ſo payable and due. 


—— IX. And whereas the failing and not payment of ſuch 

of juſtice to monies, as have been promiſed in adventure for the advance- 

enforce the ment of the ſaid plantation, hath been often by experience 

Payment of found, to be dangerous and prejudicial to the ſame, and much 

ne laid mo- to have hindered the progreſs and proceeding of the ſaid plan- 
tles. ; 28 P 8 | P 

tation, and for that it ſeemeth unto us a thing reaſonable, that 

ſuch perſons, as by their hand writing have engaged them- 

ſelves for the payment of their adventures, and afterwards 

neglecting their faith and. promiſe, ſhould be compelled to 

make good and keep the ſame ; therefore our will and plea- 

ſure is, that in any ſuit or ſuits commenced, in any of our 

courts at Weſtminſter, or elſewhere, by the ſaid treaſurer and 

company, or otherwiſe, againſt any ſuch perſons, that our 

judges for the time being, both in our court of Chancery, and 

at the Common Pleas, do favour and further the ſaid ſuits, 

ſo far forth as law and equity will, in any wiſe, further 

and pernit.” BE DES, | 1 

Power to X. And we do, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, further give 

— and grant to the ſaid treaſurer and company, or their * 
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for ever, that they, the ſaid treaſurer and company, or the ee ys na- 
ral born 


eater part of them, for the time being, ſo in a full and general e 
court aſſembled, as aforeſaid, ſhall. and may, from time to time, the King, 
and at all times for ever hereafter, elect, chuſe, and admit into or aliens, 
their company and ſociety, any perſon or perſons, as wel +" 
ſtrangers and aliens, born in any part beyond the ſeas where: wha 
ſoever, being in amity with us, as our natural liege- ſubjects, 
born in any our realms and dominions: —— ſuch per- 
ſons ſo elected, choſen, and admitted to be of the ſaid com- 
pany, as aforeſaid, ſhall-thereupon be taken, reputed, and held, 
and ſhall be free members of the ſaid company, and ſhall 
have, hold, and enjoy all and ſingular freedoms, liberties, fran- 
chiſes, privileges, immunities, benefits, profits, and commodi- 
ties whatſoever, to the ſaid company in any ſort belonging 
or appertaining, as fully, freely, and amply, as any other adven- 
tuters, now being, or which hereafter at any time ſhall be f 

the ſaid company, hath, have, ſhall, may, might, or ought to 

have and enjoy the ſame, to all intents and purpoſes whatſoever, 
Xl. And we do further, of our ſpecial grace, certain know- Power to 
ledge, and mere motion, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, give 77 out 
and grant unto the ſaid treaſurer. and company, and their ſubjedks or 
ſucceſſors,” for ever, by theſe preſents, that it ſhall be lawful firangers, to 


+ m i | | ine ſettle the 
and free for them and their aſſigns, at all and every time d 1 


and times hereafter, out of any our realms and dominions tion; tage. 


| whatſoever, to take, lead, carry, and tranſport in and into ther with 
the ſaid voyage, and for and towards the ſaid plantation of U neceflary 
our ſaid firſt colony in Virginia, all ſuch and ſo many of our (46s 2 ) 
loving ſubjects, or any other ſtrangers that will become our fence, and 
loving ſubjects, and live under our allegiance, as ſhall wil- merchandi- 
lingly accompany them in the ſaid voyages and plantation; for wading 
with ſhipping, armour, weapons, ordnance, munition, pow- with the. 
der, ſhot, 2 and all manner of merchandiſes and wares, peoplethere, 
and all manner of cloathing, implements, furniture, beaſts, e e 
cattle, horſes, mares, and alf other things neceſſary for the relies of 
faid plantation, and for their uſe and defence, and for trade duty for 
with the people there, and in paſſing and returning, to and _ wt 
from, without paying or yielding any ſubſidy, cuſtom, or im- hs 
poſition, either inward or outward, or any other duty, to us, 

our heirs, or ſucceſſors, for the ſame, for the ſpace of ſeven 

years from the date of theſe preſents, .-- - a 


. e 4 
XII. And we do further, for us, our heirs, and-ſucceſſors, Power to 
give and grant to the ſaid. treaſurer and company, and their thetreaſurer 


ucceſſors, for ever, by theſe preſents, that the ſaid treaſurer 1 


of that. company, or his deputy, for the time being, or any deputy, or 
two other of the ſaid council, or the ſaid firſt colony in Vir: pay two = 
1 % 85 5 e ginia, N 


Fe 


to 
ter 
into 


. rife; to the ſaid colony in Virginia. 
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nif- ginia, for the time being, or any two other at all times here. 
ink after, and from time to time, have full-power and authority, 
Virgil to minifter and give the oath and oaths of ſupremacy and 
nia the oatd allegiance, or either of them, to all and every perſon an per- 
of allezi, ſons, which ſhall, at any time or times hereafter, go or paſy 


admi 
ro: 


Power to - KIH. And fur her, that it ſhall be lawful likewiſe for the 
the ſame ſaid treaſurer or his deputy, for the time being, or any two 
perſons to others of our ſaid council for the ſaid firſt colony in Virginia, 


adminifter 


_ oaths of of- for the time being, from time to time, and at all times here. 


fice to per- after, to miniſter ſueh a formal oath, as by their diſcretion ſhall 


— * be reaſonably deviſed, as well unto any perſon or perſons, em- 


| the aid ployed in, for, or touching the ſaid plantation, for their ho- 


* 


Plantation, neſt, faithful, and juſt diſcharge of their ſervice, in all ſuch 
N matters, as ſhall be committed unto them for the good and 
judieial pro- benefit of the ſaid company, colony, and- plantation; as alſo, 
ceegings. unto ſuch other perſon or perſons, as the ſaid treaſurer or his 
' _ deputy, with two others of the ſaid council, ſhall think meet, 
for the examination or clearing of the truth, in any cauſe 
whatſoever concerning the ſaid plantation, or any buſineſs, 
ftom thence | EA or thereunto belonging. 
Recital of XIV. Ani 


furthermore, whereas we have been certified, 


We müder that diyers lewd and ill-diſpoſed perſons, both ſailors, ſoldiers, 


. artificers, huſbandmen, labourers, and others, having received 
ſons em- wages, apparel, and other entertainment from the ſaid com- 
ployed or pany, or having contracted and agreed with the ſaid company, 
358 to go, or to ſerve, or to be employed in the ſaid plantation of 
Vril. the faid firſt colony in Virginia, have afterwards, either with- 
drawn, hid, or concealed themſelves, or have refuſed to go 
thither, after they have been ſo entertained and agreed withal ; 

© and that divers and fyndry perſons alſo, which have been ſent 
and empleyed in the ſaid plantation of the faid firſt colony in 
Virginia, at'and upon the charge of the faid company, and 
having there miſhehaved themſelves by mutinies, ſedition, or 

__ other notorious miſdemeanors, or having been employed or 
ſent abroad, by the governor of Virginia, or his deputy, with 
fome ſhip or pinnance, for our proviſion of the ſaid colony, or 
for ſome diſcovery, or other bufineſs and affairs, concerning 

the ſame, have from thence moſt 'treacherouſly, either come 
back again and returned into our realm of England, by 
ſtealch, or without licence of our governor of our ſaid colony 
in Virginia, for the time being, or have been ſent hither, a 
miſdoers and offenders; and that many alſo of thoſe perſons, 
after their return from thence, having been queſtioned by our 
ſaid council here, for ſuch their miſbehaviours and * 
5 e e ; A 
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their-infolent and contemptuous carriage in the preſence'of . 

our ſaid Council, have fhewed little reſpect and reverence, 

either to the place, or authority, in which we have placed 

and appointed them; and others, for the colouring of their 

lewydneſs and miſdemeanors committed in Virginia, have en- 
deavoured by moſt vile and flanderous reports, made and 

divulged, as well of the country of Virginia, as alſo of the 

government and eſtate of the ſaid plantation and colony, as 

much as in them lay, to bring the ſaid voyage and plantation 

into diſgrace and contempt; by means whereof, not only the 

adventurers and planters, already engaged in the ſaid planta- 

tion, have been exceedingly abuſed and hindered, and a great _ 

number of other our loving and well-diſpoſed ſubjects, other- - 2 

wiſe well affected, and inclined to join and adventure in ſo 

noble, chriſtian, and worthy an action, have been diſcouraged 

from the ſame, but alſo the utter overthrow and ruin of the 

ſaid enterprize hath been greatly endangered, which cannot 

miſcerry without ſome diſhonour to Us and our kingdom. 

XV. Now, foraſmuch as it appeareth unto Us, that theſe Powergiven 

inſolences, miſdemeanors, and abuſes, not to be tolerated in A 
any civil government, have, for the moſt part, grown and deputy, with 

2 » in regard our ſaid Council have not any direct one of the 
power and authority, by any expreſs words in our former m—_— 

letters patents, to correct and chaſtiſe ſuck offenders; we company, to 

therefore, for the more ſpeedy reformation of ſo great and cauſe ſuch 

enormous abuſes and miſdemeanors, heretofore prafiifed and 2 

committed, and for the preventing of the like hereafter, do, hended, and 

by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs, and ſucceſfors, give and proceeded 

ant to the ſaid treaſurer and company, and their ſucceſſors, _ 5 

for ever, that it ſhall and may be lawful for our ſaid Council ſent back to 
for the faid firſt colony in Virginia, or any two of them, Virginia, to 

_ (whereof the ſaid treaſurer or his deputy, for the time being, 3 or” 

to be always one) by warrant under their hands, to ſend: for, they ſhall 

or to cauſe to be apprehended, all and every ſuch perſon and thiak pro- 

perſons, who ſhall be noted, or accuſed, or found, at any Per · 

time or times hereafter, to offend, or miſbehave themſelves, in : 

any the offences before mentioned and expreſſed; and upon the 

examination of any ſuch offender or offenders, and juſt ꝓroof 

made by oath, taken before the ſaid Council, of any ſuch 

notorious miſdemeanors by them committed, as aforeſaid; and 

alſo upon any inſolent, and contemptuous, or indecent car- 

riage and miſbehaviour, to or againſt our ſaid Council, ſnewed 

or uſed by any ſuch perſon or perſons, ſo called, convented, 

and appearing before them, as aforeſaid; that in all ſuch-caſes, _ 
they, our ſaid Council, or any two of them, n f 
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being, ſhall and may have full power and authority, either 
here to bind them over with good ſureties for their good be- 
haviour, and further therein to proceed, to all intents and 
. it is uſed, in other like caſes, within our realm of 

ngland ; or elſe, at their diſoretions, to remand and fend 

them back, the ſaid offenders, or any of them, unto the ſaid 

colony in Virginia, there to be proceeded againſt and puniſhed, 

as the governor, deputy, or council there, for the time being, 

| ſhall: think meet; or otherwiſe, according to ſuch laws and 
 ofdinances,” as are and ſhall be in uſe there, for the well-order- 

| 1 government of the ſaid colony. * 

Power to VI, And for the more effectual advancing of the ſaid 
erect lotte- plantation, we do further, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, of 
* our ſpecial grace and favour, by virtue of our prerogative 
royal, and by the aſſent and conſent of the Lords and others 
of our privy council, give and grant, unto the ſaid treaſurer 
and-company; full power and authority, free leave, liberty, 
and licence; to ſet forth, ered, and publiſh, one or more 
Ilottery or lotteries, to have continuance, and to.endure and be 
held, for the ſpace of one whole year, next after the opening 

of the ſame; and after the end and expiration of the ſaid term, 

+ the ſaid lottery or lotteries to continue and be further kept, 
Aauring our will and pleaſure only, and not otherwiſe, '*And 
yet nevertheleſs, we are contented and pleaſed, for the good 

and welfare of the ſaid plantation, that the ſaid treaſurer and 
company ſhall; for the diſpatch and finiſhing of the ſaid lot- 
tery or lotteries, have fix months warning after the ſaid year 
ended; before our will and pleaſure ſhall, for and on that 

behalf, be conſtrued, deemed, and adjuged, to be in any wiſe 

altered and determined. 4 | | | 
XVII. And our further will and pleaſure is, that the ſaid 
lottery and lotteries ſhall and may be opened and held, within 
our city of London, or any other city or town, or elſewhere, 
within this our realm of England, with ſuch prizes, articles, 
conditions, and limitations, as to them, the ſaid treaſurer and 
company, in their diſcretions, ſhall ſeem convenient. | 
XVIII. And that it ſhall and may be lawful, to and for 
the (id treaſurer and company, to elect and chuſe receivers, 
auditors, ſurveyors, commiſſioners, or any other officers what- 
ſoever, at their will and pleaſure, for the better marſhalling, 
diſpoſing, guiding, and governing of the ſaid lottery and lot- 
teries; and that it ſhall likewiſe be lawful, to and for the ſaid 
treaſurer and any two of the faid Council, to miniſter to all 
and every ſuch perſon, ſo elected and choſen for officers, as 
aforeſaid,” one or more oaths, for their good behaviour, juſt 
8 5 | = ml 
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and true dealing, in and about the ſaid lottery or lotteries, to 
the intent and purpoſe, that none of our loving ſubjects, 
putting in their names, or otherwiſe adventuring in the ſaid 
genera lottery or lotteries, may be, in any wiſe, defrauded and 
deceived of their ſaid monies, or evily and indirectly dealt 
withal in their ſaid adventures. | 1255 | 
XIX. And we further grant, in manner attd form afotefaid, 
that it ſhall and may be lawful, to and for the ſaid treaſurer 
and company, under the ſeal of our ſaid council for the plan- 
tation, to publiſh, or to cauſe and procure to be publiſhed, by _ 
proclamation or otherwiſe (the ſaid proclamation to be made in 
their name, by virtue of theſe preſents) the ſaid lottery or lot- 
teries, in all cities, towns, boroughs, and other 
places, within our ſaid realm of England; and we will and 
command all mayors, juſtices of peace, ſheriffs, bailiffs, con- 
ſtables, and other officers and loving ſubjects, whatſoever, 
that, in no wiſe, they hinder or delay the progreſs and pro- 
ceedings of the ſaid lottery or lotteries, but be therein, touch- 
ing the premiſes, aiding and aſſiſting, by all honeſt, good, and 
lawful means and endeavours. | | 
XX, And further our will and pleaſure is, that in all Doubtful 
_ queſtions and doubts, that ſhall ariſe, upon any difficulty of pages 
conſtruction or interpretation of any thing, contained in theſe, n 
or any other our former letters patents, the ſame ſhall be vour of the 
taken and interpreted, in moſt ample and beneficial manner Stantees. 
for the ſaid treaſurer and company, and their ſucceſſors, and _ 
every member thereof, | | | 
XI. And laſtly, we do, by theſe preſents, ratify and con- Confrma- 
firm unto the ſaid treaſurer and company, and their ſucceſſors, en of the 
for ever, all and all manner of privileges, franchiſes, liberties, mg 2 oh 
immunities, preheminences, profits, and commodities, whats- in all points 
ſoever, granted unto them in any our former letters patents, not revoked 
and not in theſe preſents revoked, altered, changed, or abridged. 3 
Although expreſs mention of the true yearly value or certainty 
of the premiſes, or any of them, or of any other gift or grant, 
by us or any of our progenitors or predeceſſors, to the afore- 
ſaid treaſurer and company heretofore made, in theſe preſents 
is not made; or any ſtatute, act, ordinance, proviſion, procla- 
mation, or reſtraint, to the contrary thereof heretofore made, 
ordained, or provided, or any other matter, cauſe, or 19 75 
whatſoever, to the contrary, in any wiſe, notwithſtanding. 
In witneſs whereof we have cauſed theſe our letters to be 
made patents. Witneſs Ourſelf, at Weſtminſter, the twelfth 
day of March, in the ninth year of our reign of England, 
France, and Ireland, and of Scotland the five-and-fortieth. , 
| e F 


PENSYLVANIA CHARTER, 
| Granted by King CuanLes II. in the F ourteenth Year 
e his Reign. | | 


Prima Pars Patentium de Anno Regni Regis CaroL: Secundi 
5 Triceſimo Tertio. | 


ARLES the Second, Ec. to all to whom theſe preſents 
ſhall come, Greeting. Whereas our truſty and well. 


| beloved ſubject William Penn, eſquire, fon and heir of Sir 


William Penn, deceaſed, out of commendable- defire to en- 


large our Engliſh empire, and promote ſuch uſeful commodi- 
ties as may be of benefit to us, and our dominions ; as alſo to 


reduce the ſavage natives, by gentle and juſt manners, to the 


love of civil ſociety and chriſtian religion, hath humbly be- 
fought leave of us to tranſport an ample colony unto a certain 
country herein after deſcribed, in the parts of America not yet 
cultivated and planted ; and hath likewiſe humbly beſought 


our Royal Majefty to give, grant, and confirm all the ſaid 


country, with certain privileges and juriſdictions requiſite for 
the good government and ſafety of the ſaid country and eo- 
lony, to him and his heirs, A ever: Know ye therefore, 
That We, favouring the petition and good purpoſe of the ſaid 
William Penn, and having regard to the memory and merits 


of his late father, in divers ſervices, and particularly to his 


conduct, courage and diſcretion, under our deareft brother 


James Duke of York, in that ſignal battle and victory fought 


and obtained againſt the Dutch fleet, commanded by the 


6 Heere Van Obdam, in the year one thouſand fix hundred and 


ſixty-five; in conſideration thereof, of our ſpecial grace, cer- 


tain knowledge, and mere motion, have given and granted, 


and by this our preſent Charter, for us, our heirs, and ſuccef- 
tors, do give and grant, unto the ſaid Sir William Penn, his 
heirs and affigns, all that tract or part of land in America, 
with all the iſlands therein contained, as the ſame is bounded | 
on the Eaſt by Delawar river, from twelve miles diſtance 
northwards of Newcaſtte Town. unto the three and fortieth 


degree of northern latitude, if the\faid river doth extend ſo 


far northwards ; but if the faid river ſhall not extend fo fat 
northwards, then by the ſaid river fo far as it doth — 


- 
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and from the head of the ſaid river the eaſtern bounds are 

to be determined by a meridian, line, to be drawn from the . 
head of the {aid river unto the ſaid three and fortieth degree; 
the ſaid lands to extend weſtward five degrees in longitude, to 
de computed from the ſaid caſtern bounds ;, and the ſaid lands 
to be bounded on the north by the beginning of the three and + 
fortieth degree of northern latitude, and on the ſouth by a 
circle drawn at twelve miles diſtance from Newcaſtle north- __ _.. 
wards and weſtwards, unto the beginning of the fortieth degree: 
of northern latitude; and then by a ſtrait line weſtwards to 
the limits of longitude above- mentioned. We do alſo give 
and grant unto the ſaid William Penn, his heirs and aſſigns, 
the free and undiſturbed uſe, and continuance in, and paſſage a 
into, and out af, all and ſingular ports, harbours, bays, 
waters, rivets, iſles, and inlets belonging unto, or leading to _- 

and from the country or iflands aforeſaid, and all the ſoil, - 
Jands, fields, woods, underwoods, mountains, hills, fens, iſles, 
lakes, rivers, waters, rivulets, bays, and inlets, ſituate and 
being within or belonging unto the limits and hounds afore- 
tid; together with the fiſhing of all ſorts of fiſb, whales, ſtur- 
geons, and all royal and other fiſhes in the ſea, bays, inlets, ... . 
waters, or rivers, within the premiſes, and the fiſh therein 
taken; and alſo all veins, mines, quarries, as well,diſcovered _ _ 
as not diſcovered, of gold, ſilver, gems, and precious tones, _ 
and all other,whatſaever, be it ones, metals, or of any other 
thing or matter whatſoeyer, found or to be found within tge 
country, iſles or limits aforeſaid; and him the ſaid, William 
Penn, his heirs and aſſigns, we do by this our royal Charter, 
for us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, make, create, and conſtitute” * 
the true and abſolute proprietaries of the ſaid country afore- Saving of 

ſaid, and of all other the premiſes; ſaving always to us, our the allegi- 
| hairs and ſucceſſors, the faith and allegiance of the ſaid Wil: ante, bis | 
liam Penn, his heirs and aſſigns, and of all other proprietas heirs, and 
ries, tenants, and inhabitants, that are, aud ſhall be wichin fiche and 
the territories aud precincts afareſaid; and ſaving alſo unte e 8 or 
us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, the ſovereignty of the aforeſaid the country. 
country. To have, hold, poſſeſs, and enjoy the faid tract off 
land, country, iſles, inlets, and other the premiſes, unto the Habend 
ſaid William Penn, his heirs and aſſigns, to the only proper 
uſe and behoof of the ſaid William Penn, his heirs and aſſigns 
for ever. To be holden of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors. Ki 
of England, as. of our Caſtle of Windſor, in our county of \ 
Berks, in free and common ſoccage, by fealty only, for all '- - 
ſervices, and not in capite, or by Knights ſervice, yielding 


and paying therefore to us, our heirs and ſocceſſors, two 
. PP rs O beaver 
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prievess Which unto the complete eſtabliſhment of juſtice unto courts 


eb  PENSYLVANITA' CHARTER, 
| "beaver-ſkins, to be delivered at our faid caſtle of Windfor, on 


Reſervation the firſt day of January on every year; and alſe the fifth part 


—_ nes, BY of all gold and filver ore, which ſhall from time to time hap. 


gold and 61: pen to be found within the limits aforeſaid, clear of all char. 


ver ore. pes, And of our further grace, certain knowledge, and mere, 
3 Sn motion, we have thought fit to ered, and we do hereby ere& 
oye, the aforeſaid country and ſtand into a. province and ſeignory, 
vince by the atid do call it Penfylvania, and fo from henceforth we will 
_ 0 have it called. And foraſmuch as we have hereby made and 
enim ordained the aforeſaid William Penn, his heirs" and aſſigns, 
the true and abſolute proprietaries of all the lands and domi- 

nions aforefaid: K now ye therefore, that we repoſing ſpecial 


truſt and confidence in the fidelity, wiſdom, juſtice, and pro- 


vbvicdent circumſpection of the ſaid William Penn, for us, our 
Grant to W. heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant free, full, and abſolute power, 
Pennand his 
heirs, of the * . e a Loan wings 
power of and their deputies and lieutenants, for the good and happy 
making government of the faid country, to ordain, make, enact, and 


| laws for Under his and their ſeals to publiſh any laws 'whatſoever, for 


nen, and "the raiſing of money for the public uſe of the ſaid province, 


other pur- and for any other end appertaining either to the public ſtate, 
poſes; peace, or ſafety of the ſaid country, or unto the private utility 


by the ad- Of particular perſons, according to their beſt difcretions, by 


"ey ond and with the advice, aſſent, and approbation, of the freemen 
with the al» 


eke che Of the ſaid country, or the greater part of them, or of their 


freemen or delegates or deputies, whom for the enacting of the ſaid laws, 


tdeir depu- when and as often as need ſhall require, we will, that the ſaid 


ag N William Penn, and his heirs, ſhall aſſemble in ſuch fort and 
power to ex- form, as to him and them ſhall ſeem beſt, and the ſaid laws 
echte he * duly to execute unto ard upon all people within the ſaid 
— country and limits thereof. And we do likewife give and 
Itantof the 


power toap- grant unto the ſaid William Penn, and his heirs, and to his | 


point judges and their deputies and lieutenants, full power 'and authority 


and officers to appoint and eſtabliſh any juſtices, magiſtrates, and officers 


tho. whatſoever, for what cauſes ſoever, for the probates of wills, 


«of wills, and and for the granting of adminiſtrations, within the precincts 
granting of aforeſaid, and with what power ſoever, and in fuch form as 


adminiſtra- 


- anna to the ſaid William Penn, or his heirs, ſhall ſeem moſt con- 


and of the Venient; alſo to'remit, releaſe, pardon, and aboliſh, whether 
power to before judgment or after, all crimes and offences whatſoever, 


pardon _Cri> committ within the ſaid country, againſt the ſaid laws, 
| ing trea on treaſon and wilful and malicious murder only excepted ; and 


and murder, ini thoſe cafes. to grant reprieves until our pleaſure may be 


and in theſe 2h | F f thi 
Kay anne, known therein; and to do all and every other thing or things, 


n 


and 


by virtue of theſe preſents, to him and his heirs, and to his 


* Ot 


_ er „ LY | 8 
— 


p 


PENSYLVA NI A CH ART E R. 


and tribunals, forms of judicature, and manner of proceedings, ant of t 
other neceſ= _ 

£ a k Tr 2 di * 

made theregf; and by 3 5. by them delegated, to award powers, 


do belong, although in theſe preſents expreſs. mention be not 


ceſs, hold pleas, and determine, in all the ſaid courts and- 


tribunals, all actions, ſuits, and cauſes whatſoever, as well! 
criminal as civil, perſonal, real, and mixt. Which laws, ſo, The laws 
as aforeſaid, to be publiſhed, our will and pleaſure is, and fo eee ee | 
we injoin, require, and command, ſhall be moſt abſolute and viaiing 4 


available in law; and that all the liege people and ſubjects of us, upon all the 


7 


our heirs and ſucceſſors, , do obſerve and keep the ſame invio- 


pain therein expreſſed, or to be expreſſed ; provided neverthe- 


leſs, that the ſaid laws be conſonant to reaſon, and be not provided 

' repugnant or contrary, but, as near as conveniently may be, N | 
agreeable to the laws, ſtatutes, and rights of this our kingdom and not re- 
of England; and ſaving and reſerving. to us, our heirs and pugnant to 
ſucceflors, the receiving, hearing, and determining, of the — — of 
appeal and appeals of all or any perſon or perſons of, in, or 
belonging to the territories aforeſaid, or touching any judg- Reſervation 
ment to be there made or given. And foraſmuch as in the — Bf 


overnment of ſo great a country, ſudden accidents do often 

ppen, whereunto it will be neceſſary to apply a remedy, 
before the. freekolders of the ſaid province, or their delegates. 
or deputies, can be aſſembled to the making of laws; neither 
will it be convenient, that ou hay" upon every ſuch emer- 
gent occaſion, ſo great a multitude ſhould be called together; 
therefore, for the better government of the ſaid country, we 


will and ordain, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and 


ſucceſſors, do grant unto the ſaid William Penn, and his 
beirs, by themſelves, or by their magiſtrates and officers, in, 


that behalf duly to be ordained, as aforeſaid, to make and 
_ conſtitute fit and wholeſome ordinances, from time to time, 
within the ſaid country, to be kept and obſerved, as well for 


the preſeryation of the peace, as for the better government of 
the people there inhabiting, and publicly to notify the ſame,, 


to all perſons whom the ſame doth or may any way concern; 


which ordinances, our will. and pleaſure is, all e obſerved, 
inviolably within the ſaid province, under. pains therein to be 


_ Expreſſed ; ſo as the ſaid ordinances be conſonant to reaſon, 
and be not repugnant nor contrary, but, ſo as may be agree- 
able to the laws of our kingdom of England; a 


ſo as the 


laid ordinances be not extended in any fort, to bind, charge, 
or take away the right or intereſt of any perſon or perſons, for 
or in their life, members, freehold, 3 

our further wil 


| recho] s or chattels. And 
and pleaſure 35 That the lays for regulating 
. 


Pg 


inhabitants 


laply, in thoſe parts, ſo far as they concern them, under —— 


2 
* 
2 


Abs 


PENSYLVANIA CHARTER, 


1 and poverving of property; within the ſaid province, as welt 
rt 


- 


* 


r the deſcent and enjoyment of lands, as likewiſe for the 
ehjoymetit and ſaccefiion of goods and chattels, and likewiſe 
28 to felonies, ſhall be and continue the ſame as they ſhall be 
for the time being, by the general courſe of the law in our 
kingdom of England, until the faid laws fhall be altered by 


tte fad William Penn, bis heirs of affighs, and by the free. 
men of the ſaid province, their delegates or deputies, or the 


Ini 


greater part of them. And to the end the ſaid William Penn, 


or his heirs, or other the planters, owners, or inhabitants of 


. the ſaid province may tot, at any time hereafter, by mi ſcon- 


ſtruction of the powers aforeſaid, bar inadvertency or 
defign, depart from that faith, and due allegiance which, by 
the laws of this our kingdom of England, they and all our 
ſubjects in our dominions and territories always owe unto us, 
our heirs and ſucceffors, by cdlour of any extent or largenefy 
of powers hereby given, or pretended to be given, or by force 


or colour of any laws hereafter to be made in the ſaid pro- 


vince, by virtae of any ſuch powers; our further will and 
pleaſure is, that a tranſcript or duplicate of all laws which 

all be fo as aforeſaid made and publiſhed within the' ſaid 
province, ſhall, within five years after the making thereof, be 
tranſmitted and delivered to the privy council, for the time 
being, of us, our heirs und ſucceffors: And if any of the faid 
laws, within fix moriths after that they ſhall be fo tranſmitted 
and delivered, be declared by us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, in 


or lawful prerogative of us, our heirs or ſucceffors, or con- 
trary to the faith or 1 due by the legal s of 


planters and inhabitants of the faid province; and that 


thereupon auy of the id Jaws ſhall be adjuged ind declared 
to be void by us, our Heirs and ſucceſſors; under our or their 


| privy fea} ; that then and from thenceforth ſuch laws, con- 
i CETnm 


8 fach judgment and declaration ſhall be made, 
that becanke, void; 6th 


. £ - 2 
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pratir, by thefe preſents, power, licence, and 
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ping, as, by the laws of this our kingdom of England, they 


_ to uſe, and with fitting proviſions, paying only the 
oms thereof due, and there to ſettle themfelves, dwell and 


inhabit, and plant for the public and their own private advan- 


tage. And furthermore, that our ſubjects may be the rather 
encouraged to undertake this expedition with ready and chear- | 
fol minds, know ye, That we, of our ſpecial grace, certain. - 
knowledge, and mere motion, do give and grant, by virtue of 
theſe preſents, as well unto the ſaid William Penn, and | 
his heirs, as to all others, who ſhall, from time to time, 
air-unto the ſaid country, with a purpoſe to inhabit there, 
of to trade with the natives of the ſaid country, full licence to 
lade and freight in any ports whatſoever, of us, our heingand — — + 
ſueceſſors, according to the laws made, or to be made, within' © 
our kingdom of England, and into the faid country, by them, | 
their ſervants, or aſſigns, to tranſport all and fingular their 


come, to import and unlade, by themſelves, or their ſervants, inte ene one 


factors or affigns, all merchandize or goods whatſoever, as land, but in- 
province, to no other 
either * 
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either by land or ſea, into any the ports of us, our heirs and. 

ſueceſſors, in our kingdom of England, and not into any 

other country whatſoever ; and we give him full power to 
diſpoſe of the ſaid goods in the ſaid ports, and if it need be, 

and 5 e e. within one year next after the unlading of the ſame, to lade 
88 the ſaid merchandizes and goods again into the ſame or other 
been unla- ſhips,” and to export the ſame into any other countries either 
gen in an of, our dominions or foreign, according to law: provided 


on, 4 ex. Always, that they pay ſuch cuſtoms and impoſitions, ſubſidies 
port the and duties, for the ſame, to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, as 


lame into the reſt of our ſubjects of our kingdom of England for the 
oe * time being, tha}l be bound to pay; and do obſerve the acts of 
navigation; and other laws in that behalf made. And further- 

j an more, of our more ample and ſpecial grace, certain know- 
bis heirs ledge, and mere motion, we do, for us, our heirs and ſucceſ- 
and afligns, ſors, grant unto the ſaid William. Penn, his heirs and aſſigns, 

8 8 ee f full and abſolute power and authority to make, erect, and 
conſtitute Conſtitute, within the ſaid province, and the iſles and iſlets 
ſeaports and aforeſaid, ſuch and fo many ſeaports, harbours, creeks, ha- 
oo for 4 vens, keys, and other places, for diſcharging and unlading of 

| ns Ag goods and merchandizes out. of the ſhips, boats, and other 
goods and Veſſels, and lading them in ſuch and ſo many places, and 
merchan- with ſuch rights, juriſdictions, and liberties, and privileges 

"me unto the ſaid ports belonging, as to him or them ſhall ſeem 
moſt expedient ; and that all and ſingular the ſhips, boats, 
and other veſſels, which ſhall come for merchandize and 
trade unto the ſaid province, or out of the ſame ſhall depart, 
hall be laden or unladen only at ſuch ports as ſhall be erected 
and conſtituted by the ſaid William Penn, his heirs or aſſigns; 
any uſe, cuſtom, or other things to the contrary notwithſtand- 
ing: provided that the ſaid William Penn, and his heirs, and 
the lieutenants and governors for the time being, ſhall admit 
and receive, in and about all ſuch ports, havens, creeks, and 
keys, all officers and their deputies, who ſhall from time to 
time be appointed for that purpoſe, by the farmers or commiſ- 
aud of 2a ſioners of our cuſtoms for the time being. And we do further 
888 appoint and ordain, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs 
enjoy ſuch and ſucceſſors,” we do grant unto the ſaid William Penn, his 

_ cuſtoms and heirs and aſſigns, that he the ſaid William Penn, his heirs and 
28 aſſigns, may from time to time, for ever, have and enjoy the 
impoſed by cuſtoms and ſubſidies in the ports, harbours, and other creeks 
chem and and places aforeſaid, within the province aforeſaid, payable or 
ue for merchandizes and wares there to be laded and unladed; 
vince, the ſaid cuſtoms and ſubſidies to be reaſonably aſſeſſed (upon 

any occaſion) by themſelves and the people there, bs aforptaid, 


- 
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to be aſſembled '; to whom we give power, by theſe preſents, Reſervation | 
3 "loc 3 e „„ of ſuch euſ- 
for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, upon juſt cauſe, and in à due sasha 
proportion, to aſſeſs and impoſe the fame ; ſaving unto us, out be impoſed 
heirs and ſucceſſors, ſuch impoſitions and cuſtoms, as by act by: OR of 
of parliament are and ſhall be appointed. And it is our fur- 3 
ther will and pleaſure, That the ſaid William Penn, his heirs ans Hie heirs 
and affigns, ſhall,” from time to time, conftitute and appoint and aſſigns 
an attorney or agent, to reſide in or near our city of London, ICE : 
A 1 IF... Serb aa nas is atk RD " "Ti EE 1 orney 
who ſhall make known the place where he /ſhall dwell, or or agent at 
may be found, unto the elerks of our privy council for the London, to 
time being, or one of them, and ſhall be ready to appear in aver. for 
. d hat en dee 5 1 K , any miſde- 
any of our courts at Weſtminſter, to anſwer for any-miſde- meanors 
meanors that ſhall be committed, or by any wilful default of committed 
neglect permitted by the ſaid William Penn, his' heirs br af- by chem. 
ſigns, againſt our laws of trade and navigation; and after it 


ſhall be aſcertained in any of our ſaid courts what damages wez 


or our - or ſucceſſors, ſhall have ſuſtained by ſuch default 
or neglect, the ſaid William Penn, his heirs and aſſigns, hall 
pay the ſame within one year after ſuch taxation and demand 
thereof, from ſuch attorney; or in caſe there ſhall be no ſuch 
attorney, within the ſpace of one year; or ſuch attorney ſhal! 
not make payment of ſuch damages within the ſpace of one 


1+ ALS 


year, and anſwer ſuch other forfeitures and penalties within 


the ſaid time, as by the acts of parliament in England are'or 
ſhall be provided, according to the true intent and meaning 
of theſe preſents ; then it Thall be lawful for us, our heirs 
and ſucceſſors, to ſeize and reſume the government of the faid 
province or country, and the ſame to retain until payment 
ſhall' be made thereof ; but notwithſtanding-any ſuch ſeizure 
or reſumption of the government, nothing concerning the 
propriery or ownerſhip of any lands, tenements, or other 
hereditaments, or goods, or chattels, of any of the adventu- 


' ters, planters, or owners, other than the reſpective offenders 


there, ſhall be any way affected or moleſted thereby. Pro“ They flal 
vided always, and our will and pleaſure is, that neither the have no cor- 
faid William Penn, nor his heirs, nor any other the inhabi- 7 
tants of the ſaid province, ſhall at any time hereafter have or Rates that 
maintain any correſpondence with any other King, Prince or are at war 
State, or with any of their ſubjects, who ſhall then be in war u. 8 


againſt us, our heirs or ſucceſſors; nor ſhall the ſaid William 


Penn, or his heirs, or any other the inhabitants of the faid _ 
province, make war, or do any act of hoſtility. againſt any 


other King, Prince, or State, or any of their ſubjects, who 
ſhall then be in league or amity with us, our heirs, or ſuc- 


_ cellors. And becauſe in fo remote a. country, and ſituate 


£ 


* 


near” 


1 
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8 7 * 5 aut the limits of the ſaid province, and 
d 80 vanquiſh and take them; and being taken, to put them to 
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= _ mow near ſo many -barbarous nations, the incurſions as well of the 
wy. forces (avages themſelyes, as of other enemies, pirates, and rob- 
pad make bers, may probably. be feared, therefore we have given, and 
war, and do for us, our heim and ſucceſſors, do give power by theſe pre- 


along 27 ſents, unto the ſaid William Penn, his heirs, and aſſigns, by 


offic Q themſclyes, Or their | captains, or other their officers, to levy, 
—— Muſter, and train all ſorts of men, of what condition, or 
ot. yg © Whereſoever born, in the ſaid province of Penſylvania, for the 
time being, and to make war, and purſue the enemies and 
; | Fabbers | aforeſaid, as well by ſea, as by land, yea, even with- 
by God's aſſiſtance) 

death, by the law of war, or to ſave them, at their pleaſure; 
2nd to do all and. every other thing, which unto the charge 
and office. of a captain-general of an army belongeth, or hath 

 _ pecuſiomed to belong, as fully and freely as any captain» 
Power to general of an army {hath ever had the ſame. And further- 


great lands mote, of our ſpecial grace, and of our certain knowledge, and 


e % mere motion, we have givemand granted, and by theſe pre- 
hold of ſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give and grant unto 
themſelves, the ſaid William Penn, his heirs and aſſigns, full and abſolute 
=o power, licence, and authority, that he the ſaid William Penn, 

his beirs and afligns, from time to time hereafter, for ever, at 


his and their will and pleaſure, may affigo, alien, grant, de- 


miſe, or enfeoff of the premiſes, ſo many and ſuch part er 
parcels to him or them that ſhall be willing to purchaſe the 

__ fame, as they ſhall think fit ; to have and to hold to them the 
aid perſon or perſons willing to take or. purchaſe, their heirs. 
and aſſigns, in fee ſimple, or in fee tail, or for the term of life 

or lives, or years, to be held of the ſaid William Penn, his 

\ heirs and aſſigns, as of the ſeignory of Windſor, by ſuch ſer- 


vices, Cuſtoms, and rents, as ſhall ſeem fit to the ſaid William 


Fenn, his heirs and aſſigns, and not immediately of us, our 


heirs and ſucoeſſors: And to the ſame perſon or perſons, 


and to all and every of them, we do give and grant, by theſe 
preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, licence, authority 

 and:;power that ſuch perſon or perſons may take the premiſes, 

or any parcel thereof, of the ſaid William Penn, his heirs, or 

aſſigas, and the ſame hold to themſelves, their heirs or aſſigns, 

in hat «ſtate of inheritance ſoever, in fee imple, or in fee 


tail, or atherwiſe, as to him the ſaid William Penn, his heirs 


and aſſigns, ſhall ſeem ex pedient; the ſtatute made in the 
| | 221568 K of Edward, fon of King Henry, late King of 


6-emptares terrarum, lately publiſhed in our kingdom of 


En gland, | 


oo" vv Ww* op "_ 1. 8 5 wo 1 B. 7 
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England, in any wiſe notwithſtanding, And by theſe. pre- Power of 


ſents, we give and grant licence unto the ſaid William Penn, 


and his heirs, likewiſe to all and every ſuch perſon and per” ; 
5 at 


ſons, to whom the ſaid William Penn, or his heirs, ſhal 
any time hereafter, grant any eſtate of inheritance as afore- 


ſaid, to erect any parcels of land within the province afore- 


ſaid, into manors, by and with the licence to be firſt had and 
obtained for that purpoſe, under the hand and ſeal of 


ſaid William Penn, or his heirs, and in every of the ſaid ma- 


8 


ing 


nors t6 have and to hold a court of Baron, with all things 


whatſoever Which to a court Baron do belong, and to have 
and to hold view of frank pledge (for the conſervation of 
the peace, and the better government of thoſe parts) by them- 


ſelves or their ſtewards, or by the lords, for the time being, 
of other manors to be deputed when they ſhall be erected, and 
in the ſame to uſe all things belonging to view of frank 

pledge: And we do further grant licence and authority, that 


every ſuch perſon and perſons who ſhall erect any ſuch ma- 
nor or manors as aforeſaid, ſhall or may grant all or any part 

ol his ſaid lands to any perſon or perſons in fee ſimple or any _ 
bother eſtate of inheritance, to be held of the ſaid manors re- 
pectively, ſo as no further tenures ſhall be created; but that 
upon all further and other alienations thereafter to be made, 
the ſaid lands fo aliened ſhall be held of the ſame lord, and 


his heirs, of whom the alienor did then before hold, and b 


the like ſervices, which were before due and accuſtomed, - 


And further our pleaſure is, and by theſe preſents, for us, No taxes 
ſhall be laid 
with the ſaid William Penn, and his heirs and affigns, that ny 
we, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ſhall at no time hereafter ſet or but by act of 
make, or cauſe to ſet any impoſition, cuſtom, or other taxa- whey or 
tion, rate, or contribution whatſoever, in and upon the dwel- pero 


lers and inhabitants of the aforeſaid province, for their lands, 


our heirs and ſucceſſors, we do covenant and grant to and 


tenements, goods, or chattels within the ſaid province, or in 
and upon any goods and merchandize within the ſaid pro- 


- vince, or to be laden or unladen within the ports or harbours 


of the ſaid province, unleſs the ſame be with the conſent of 


the proprietary, or chief governor, and aſſembly, or by act of 


arliament in England, And our pleaſure is, and for us, our 


heirs, and ſucceſſors, we charge and command, that this our 
declaration ſhall from henceforward, from time to time be re- 
ceived and allowed in all our courts, and before all the judges 


of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, for a ſufficient diſcharge, pay- 


ment and acquittance, commanding all and ſingular the offi- 
cers and miniſters of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, and enjoin- 
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ing them, upon pain of our high diſpleaſure, that they do not 
preſume, at any time, to attempt any thing to the contrary of 
the premiſes, or that they do in any ſort withſtand the ſame; 
but that they be at all times aiding and aſſiſting, as fitting, 
unto the {aid William Penn, and his heirs, and to the inha- 
bitants and merchants of the ſaid province aforeſaid, their 
ſeryants, miniſters, factors, and aſſigns, in the full uſe and 


If twenti or fruition of the benefit of this our Charter. And our further 


2 pleaſure is, and we do hereby, for us, our heirs and ſucceſ- 


it, preachers ſors, charge and require, that if any of the inhabitants of the 

* ſaid province (to the number of twenty) ſhall, at any time 
of London hereafter, be deſirous, and ſhall by any writing, or by any 
may be ſent perſon deputed by them, ſignify ſuch their deſire to the Bi- 
to them. ſhop of London, for the time being, that any preacher or 
preachers, to be approved of by the fd Biſhop, may be ſent 
unto them for their inſtruction, that then ſuch preacher or 

preachers ſhall and may be and reſide within the ſaid pro- 

vince, without any denial or. moleſtation whatſoever, And 

if perchance hereafter it ſhall happen, any doubts or queſtions 

ſhould ariſe concerning the true ſenſe and meaning of any. 

word, clauſe, or ſentence contained in this our preſent Char- 

ter, we will, ordain, and command, that at all times, and in 

all things, ſuch interpretations be made thereof and allowed, 

in any of our courts whatſoever, as ſhall be A moſt ad- 
vantageous and favourable unto the ſaid William Penn, his 

heirs and aſſigns,; provided always, that no interpretation be 

admitted thereof, by which the allegiance due unto us, our 
Heirs and ſucceſſors, may ſuffer any prejudice or diminution z 
although expreſs mention be not made in theſe preſents of the 
ttue yearly value and certainty of the premiſes, or of any part 
thereof, or of other gifts and grants made by us, our proge- 

nitors or predeceſſors, unto the ſaid William; or any ſtatute, 
act, ordinance, proviſion, proclamation, or reſtraint heretofore 

had, made, publiſhed, ordained, or provided, or any other 

thing, cauſe, or matter whatſoeyer, to the contrary thereof, 

Feb. 28, In any wiſe notwithſtanding. In witneſs, &c. Witneſs Our- 
2681-2. ſelf at Weſtminſter, the eight and twentieth day of February, 


y Writ of Prim Suh, 
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Granted by King CHARILEs the Firſt, to Cæcilius, Lord 


Baron of Baltimore, 
| [Tranſlated from the Latin original.] : | | 5 | PAY 


CHARLES, by the grace of God, King of England, 
Yi Scotland, France, and Ireland, defender of the faith, 


&c. To all to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting: 


Whereas our right truſty and well-beloved ſubje& Czcilius 
Calyert, baron of Baltimore, in our kingdom of Ireland, ſon 
and heir of Sir George Calvert, knight, late baron of Balti- 
more, in the ſame kingdom of Ireland, purſuing his father's 
intentions, being excited with a laudable and pious-zeal for 
the propagation of the Chriftian faith, and the enlargement 
of our empire and dominion, hath humbly beſought leave of 


us, by his induſtry and charge, to tranſport an ample colony 


of the Engliſh nation unto a certain country hereafter de- 
ſcribed, in the parts of America not yet cultivated and plante 
ed, though in ſome parts thereof inhabited by certain barba- 
rous people, having no knowledge of Almighty God; and 
hath 1 beſought our royal M 1d 
confirm the ſaid country, with certain privileges and juriſ- 
ditions, requiſite for the ſaid government and ftate of his 
colony and country aforeſaid, to him and his heirs for ever. 

Know ye therefore, T hat we, favouring the pious and no- 
ble purpoſe of the ſaid barons of Baltimore, of our ſpecial 
grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given, 
granted, and confirmed, and by this our preſent charter, for 


ajeſty to give, grant, and 


* 


us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give, grant, and confirm, 


unto the ſaid Cæcilius, now Baron of Baltimore, his heirs 


and aſſigns, all that part of a peninſula, lying in the parts Land- 


of America, between the ocean on the eaſt, and the bay of gan 


Cheſapeak on the weft, and divided from the other part 
thereof by a right line drawn from the promontory, or cape 
of Jand, called Watkin's Point (ſituate in the aforeſaid bay, 
near the river of Wighco) on the weſt, unto the main ocean 


on the eaſt; and between that bound on the ſouth unto that. 


«a 


part of Delaware bay. 98.6 north, which lieth under the 
Fp mem 


«w 4 


fortieth 


ted, 
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fortieth degree of northerly latitude from the equinoQial, 
where New England ends; and all that tract of land between 

the bounds aforeſaid ; that is to ſay, paſſing from the afore- 
ſaid unto the aforefaid bay called Delaware bay, in a right 
line by. the degree aforeſaid, unto the true meridian of the 


certain place called Cinquack, fituate near the mouth of the 
ſaid river, where it falls into the bay of Cheſapeak, and from 
thence by a ſtreight line unto the aforeſaid promontory and 
place called Watkin's Point (ſo that all that tract of land di- 
vided by the line aforeſaid, drawn between the main ocean 
and Watkin's Point, unto the promontory called Cape Charles, 
and all its appurtenances, do remain entirely, excepted to us, 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, for ever.) | 5 


his heirs and aſſigns, all iſlands and iſlets within the limits 
or ſhall be in the ocean, within ten leagues from the eaſtern 


aular ports, harbours, bays, rivers, and inlets, belongin 
unto the country and iſlands aforeſaid ; and all the ſoil, lands, 
fields, woods, mountains, fens, lakes, rivers, bays, and in- 
lets, fituate or being within the bounds and limits aforeſaid ; 
with the fiſhing of all ſorts of fiſh, whales, ſturgeons, and all 
other royal fiſhes in the. ſea, bays, inlets, or rivers, within 
the premiſes, and the fiſh therein taken. And moreover, all 
veins, mines, and quarries, as well diſcovered as not diſco- 
vered, of gold, ſilver, gems, and precious ſtones, and all 
other whatſoever, be it of ſtones, metals, or of any other 
„ thing or matter whatſoever, found, or to be found, within 
Patronage the country, iſles and limits aforeſaid. And furthermore, the 
des, with patronages and'advowſons of all churches, which (as Chriſtian 


build them. Jimits aforeſaid) ſhall happen hereafter to be erected; toge- 


chapels, and oratories, in convenient and fit places within 


| 5 _ m_ ple rights, juriſdictions, privileges, prerogatives, Fun . 
extent as liberties, immunities, royal rights and franchiſes, of what 


thoſeenjoy- kind ſoever, temporal, as well by fea as by land, within the 
B Lito? = country, iſtes, iſlets, and limits atorefaid ; to have, at 


firſt fountain of the river Potowmack, and from thence tend. _ 
ing toward the fouth unto the further bank of the aforeſaid 
river, and following the weſt and ſouth fide thereof unto a 


We do alſo grant and confirm unto the faid lord Battimore, 
aforeſaid, and all and fingular the iſlands and iſlets which are 


ſhore of the ſaid country towards the eaſt, with all and fin- 


licence to religion ſhall increaſe within the country, iſles, iſlets, and 
ther with licence and power to build and found churches, f 
Royal _ the premiſes, and to cauſe them to be dedicated and conſe- 


rights ans Crated according to the eccleſiaſtical laws of our kingdom of 
privileges England: together with all and fingular the like, and as am- 
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uſe and enjoy the ſame, as amply as any biſhop of Durham, 

within the biſhoprick or county palatine of Durham, in 

our kingdom of England, hath at any time heretofore had, 

held, uſed, or enjoyed, or of right ought or might have had, 

held, uſed, or enjoyed: bs VVV 

And him the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and aſſigns, Saving of 
ve do by theſe preſents for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, make, the allegi- 
create, and conſtitute the true and abſolute lords and proprie- Nee An 
taries of the ſaid country aforeſaid, and of all other the pre- and fove- 
miſes, (except before excepted) ſaving always the faith and reign demi- 
allegiance, and ſovereign dominion due unto us, our heirs and nn > the 
ſucceſſors, To have, hold, poſſeſs, and enjoy the ſaid country n. 
iſles, inlets, and other the premiſes, unto the ſaid now Lord * 
Baltimore, his heirs and aſſigns, to the ſole and proper uſe 

and behoof of him the ſaid now lord Baltimore, his heirs and 

aſſigns, for ever. ' . „% f.. 

To be holden of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, Kings offrenendum. 
England, as of our caſtle of Windſor, in our county off | 
Berks, in free and common ſoccage, by fealty only, for all} 
ſervices, and not in capite, or by knights ſervice; yielding 

and paying therefore to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, two In- 

dian arrows of thoſe parts, to be delivered at our ſaid caſtle. 

of Windfor, every year the Tueſday in Eaſter week, and 

alſo the fifth part of all gold and filver ore, within the limits 
- aforeſaid, which ſhall, from time to time, happen to be found. 

Now, that the ſaid country, thus by us granted and de- EreQion 
ſcribed, may be eminent above all other parts of the ſaid ter- of the ſaid 
ritory, and dignified with large titles, Know ye, that we, of 5 
our further grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have vince, by 
thought fit to erect the ſame country and iſlands into a pro- the name of 
vince ; as out of the fullneſs of our royal power and preroga- Mamlaad. 
tive, we do for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, erect and incor- | 
porate them into a province, and do call it Maryland, and ſo 
from henceforth we will have it called. ; 1 

And foraſmuch as we have hereby made and ordained Grant of 
the aforeſaid now Lord Baltimore, the true lord and pro. be power. 
prietary of all the province aforeſaid: Know ye, therefore, 3 
that we Ms ſpecial truſt and confidence in the fideli- ſaid pro- 
Yo wiſdom, juſtice, and provident circumſpeAion of the vince, by 

aid now Lord Baltimore, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, aud Ie 
do grant free, full, and abſolute power, by virtue of theſe the conſent 
preſents, to him and his heirs, for the good and happy go- *f the frees 
vernment of the ſeid country, to ordain, make, enact, and _ 
under his and their ſeals. to publiſh, any laws whatſoever ap- deputics. _ 
pertaining either unto the public ſtate of the ſaid province, 

| e a Or 
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or unto the private utility of particular perſons, according to. 

their beſt diſcretions, by and with the advice, aſſent, and ap- 
probation of the freemen of the ſaid province, or the greater 

part of them, or of their delegates or deputies, whom for the 
enacting of the ſaid laws, when and as often as need ſhall 

And of the require, we will, that the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, and his 
powerto**” heirs, ſhall aſſemble in ſuch ſort and form as to him and them 
faid Jaws, ſhall ſeem beſt, and the ſaid laws duly to execute upon all 
and of all people within the ſaid province and mit thereof, for the 
ey Tm” time being, or that fhall be conſtituted under the govern- 
whatſoever. ment and power of him or them, either ſailing towards Ma- 
; ryland, or returning from thence towards England, or any 
other of ours or foreign dominions, by impoſition of penal- 

ties, impriſonment, or any other puniſhment : yea, if it ſhall 

be needful, and that the quality of the offence require it, by 

taking away members or life, either by him the ſaid now Lord 
Baltimore, and his heirs, or by his or their deputies, lieute- 

nants, judges, juſtices, magiſtrates, officers, and miniſters, 

to be ordained or appointed, according to the tenor and true 
intention of theſe preſents ; and likewiſe to appoint and efta- 

bliſh any judges, juſtices, magiſtrates, and officers, whatſo- 

' Eyer, at ſea and land, for what cauſe ſoever, and with what 

power ſoever, and in ſuch form as to the ſaid now Lord Bal- 

timore, or his heirs, ſhall ſeem moſt convenient; alſo to re- 

mit releaſe, pardon, and aboliſh, whether before judgment 

or after, all crimes and offences; whatſoever, againſt the ſaid 

laws, and to do all and every other thing or things, which 


unto the complete eſtabliſhment of juſtice unto courts, preto- 


22D ries, and tribunals, forms of judicature, and manners of pro- 
ceedings, do belong, altho' in theſe preſents expreſs mention 

de not made thereof; and by judges by them delegated to award 

proceſs, hold pleas, and determine, in all the ſaid courts and 
tribunals, all actions, ſuits, and cauſes whatſoever, as well 

criminal as civil, perſonal, real, mixt, and prætoreal, which 

laws, ſo, as aforeſaid, to be publiſhed, our pleaſure' is, and 

ſo we enjoin, require, and command, ſhall be moſt abſolute 

and ape in law; and that all the liege people and ſub- 
jects of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do obſerve and keep the 
Provifo fame inviolably, in thoſe parts, ſo far as they concern them, 
that the under the pains therein expreſſed, or to be expreſſed; pro- 
_ Nev vided nevertheleſs, That the ſaid laws be conſonant to reaſon, 


fonane._to. and be not repugnant or contrary, but, as near as conveni- 


i and ently may be, agreeable to the laws, ſtatukes, and rights of 


not repug- this Our kingdom of England. 
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And foraſmuch as in the government of ſo great a province, Power in 


ſudden accidents do often happen, whereunto it will be ne- t 
ceſſary to apply a remedy, before the freeholders of the ſaid make ordi- 
province, or their delegates or deputies, can be aſſembled to nances, not 
the mak ing of laws; neither will it be convenient, that in- . fes 

ſtantly upon every ſuch emergent occaſion, ſo great a multi- limb, free- 
tude ſhould be called together; therefore, for the better go- bold, 'or 
vernment of the ſaid province, we will and ordain, and — 
theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do grant unto without an 
the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, and his heirs, by themſelves, aſſembly of 
or by their magiſtrates and officers, in that behalf duly to be the fre- 

ordained, as aforeſaid, to make and conſtitute fit and whole-' * 

ſame ordinances, from time to time, within the ſaid pro- 

yince, to be kept and obſerved, as well for the preſervation 

of. the peace, as for the better government of the people there 

inhabiting, and publicly to notify the ſame to all perſons 

whom the ſame doth or may any way concern; which ordi- 

nances, our pleaſure is, ſhall be obſerved inviolably, within 

the ſaid. province, under the pains: therein to be expreſſed; ſo 

as the ſaid ordinances be conſonant to reaſon, and be not re- 

pugnant nor contrary, but ſo far as conveniently may be, 

agreeable to the laws and ſtatutes of the kingdom o England ; 

and fo as the ſaid ordinances be not extended in any ſort, to 

bind, charge, or take away the right or intereſt of any perſon; 

or rages or of their life, members, freehold, goods or 

chattels, | | CO ens” 41s, | » ME, | 
Furthermore, that this new colony may the more happily, Licence te 


the King's | 


encreaſe by the multitude of people reſorting thither, and may r > 5 
likewiſe by the more ſtrongly þ aur * the e Rn 7 
of ſavages, or other enemies, pirates and robbers : therefore and Ireland 
we, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give and grant, by RAY 
theſe preſents, power, licence, and liberty, unto all the ee a. 
liege people and ſubjects, both preſent and future, for us, our families in 
hers and ſucceflors, (excepting thoſe who ſhall be ſpecially the {id 
forbidden) to tranſport themſelves and families unto. the faid gi 
province, with convenient ſhipping, and fitting proviſions, . 

and there to ſettle themſelves, dwell and-inhabit, and to build 

and fortify caſtles, forts, and other places of ſtrength for the 
public, and their own private defence, at the appointment of 

the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, and his heirs, the ſtatute of- 
fugitives, or any other whatſoever, the contrary of the pre- 
miſes, in any wiſe notwithſtanding. © F 
And we will alſo, and of our more ſpecial grace, for us, General de- 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, we do ſtrictly enjoin, conſtitute, nization ot 
ordain, and command, That the ſaid province ſhall be of our 2 2 | 
Bus 5 1 . allegiance faid pro- 
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| | 2 allegiance; and that all 'and fin gular the fubj eas und lie p 
1 S people of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, tranfported or to 8 


tranſported into the ſaid province, and the children of them, 
and of ſuch as ſhall deſcend from them, there already born, 
or hereafter to be born, be, and ſhall be denizens and lieges 
of us, our heirs' and ſucceſſors, of our kingdoms of Eng- 
land and Ireland, and be in all things held; treated, reput- 
ed., and eſteemed, as the liege faithful people of us, our 
heirs and ſucceſſors, born within our kingdom of England; 
and likewiſe, any lands, tenements, revenues, ſervices and 
other hereditaments/whatſoever, within our kingdom of Eng- 
land, and other our dominions, may inherit, or otherwiſe 
purchaſe, receive, take, have, hold, buy and poſſeſs, and 
them may occupy and enjoy, give, ſell, alien and bequeath, 
as likewiſe all liberties, franchiſes and privileges, of this our 
kingdom of England, freely, quietly and peaceably, have and 
els, occupy and enjoy, as our liege people, born, or to 
born, within eur ſaid kingdom of England, without the 
let, moleſtation, vexation, trouble or grievance of us, our 
heirs and ſucceſſors; any ſtatute, act, ordinance or proviſion 
to the contrary thereof notwithſtanding. 
Grant to And furthermore, that our ſubjects may be the rather en- 
2 faid ſet- couraged to undertake this expedition with ready and chear- 
of ac ful minds, know ye, That f our ſpecial gra ain 
berty to TU! minds, know ye, at we, of our ſpecial grace, certain 
trade to the knowledge, and mere motion, do give and grant, by virtue 
ſaid pro- of theſe preſents, as well unto the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, 
es and his heirs, as to all others who ſhall, from time to time, 
repair unto the ſaid country with a purpoſe to inhabit there, 
or to trade with the natives of the ſaid province, full licence 
to lade and freight in any ports whatſoever, of us, our heirs 
ad ſucceſſors, and into the ſaid province of Maryland, by 
them, their ſervants or aſſigns, to tranſport all and ſingular 
their goods, wares, and merchandizes, as likewiſe all ſorts 
of grain whatſoever, and all other things whatſoever neceſſary 
for food or cloathing, not prohibited by the laws and ſtatutes 
of our kingdoms and dominions to be carried out of the ſaid 
kingdoms, any ſtatute, act, ordinance, or other thing whatſo- 
ever to the contrary notwithſtanding, without any lett or mo- 
leſtation of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, or of any the heirs 


and ſucceſſors, the legal impoſitions, cuſtoms, and other 
duties and payments For the ſaid wares and merchandize, ' 
any ſtatute, a&, ordinance, 'or other thing whatſoever to 
the contrary notwithſtanding. © W 


of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors ;- ſaving always to us, our heits 


121 


And becauſe in ſo remote a country, and ſituate near ſo Grant e _ = 
many barbarous nations, the incurſions as well of the ſava- * hs * 4 


yy 
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or Whereſoever born, in the ſaid province of Maryland, for . 

| the time being, and to make war,” and purthe ON enemies 
0 


* 


we do give unto the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and Wola 
bellio 9 0 


lion, tumult or ſedition, if any ſhould happen (which God exerciſe 


not ſeem to be altogether precluded and ſhut up to men power. to 
well- born, and ſuch as ſhall prepare themſelves unto this confer hoy 


and our kingdoms, both in peace and war, in fo far diſtant ts 


ſaceellqrs, de give free and abſolute power ynto the ſaid props th 
Vi 3% W432 INN | ( E ; 0 g f 3 2 now tles : 
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being other, now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and aſſigns, to confer favours, 


- —— . rewards and honours, _= ſuch inhabitants, within the pro. 
land; Vince aforeſaid, as ſhall deſerve the ſame, and to inveſt them 
78 with what titles and dignities ſoever as he ſhall. think fit (ſo 

as they be not ſuch as are now uſed in England,) as 


and hn ant likewiſe to ere and incorporate towns into boroughs, and 
and incor- 5 


8 
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7 


vorate bo. boroughs into cities, with convenient priyileges and immuni- 


roughi and ties, according to the merit of the inhabitants, and fitneſs of 
cities, with the places; and to do all and every other thing or things, 
- peculiarpri- touching the premiſes, which to him or them ſhall ſeem meet 
vileges and 8:95 P . | ly” 
immunities, and requiſite; albeit they be ſuch as of their own nature 
might otherwiſe require a more ſpecial commandment and 

warrant than in theſe preſents is expreſſed. We: 


— 22 We will alſo, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and 
expo | 
— a unto the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and afligns, 
vince into and to all the inhabitants and dwellers in the ſaid province 

| Eqgland j aforeſaid, both preſent and to come, to import, unlade, by 
there to dil themſelves or their ſervants, factors or aſſigns, all merchan- 
poſe of dizes and goods whatſoever, that ſhall ariſe of the fruits 
them; and commodities of the ſaid province, either by land or ſea, 

Fx if they fo into any of the ports of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, in our 
think ät, kingdoms of England or Ireland, or otherwiſe to diſpoſe of 

| hence one the ſaid goods, in the ſaid ports, and if need be, within one 
8 ped year next after the unlading of the ſame, to lade the ſaid 


have unla- merchandigzes and goods again, into the ſame ar other ſhips, 
den them in 


ſome Eng- 


port, to ex- and ſucceſſors.) Provided always, that they pay ſuch cuſ- 
port them toms, impoſitions, ſubſidies and duties for the ſame, to us, 
Mir 2.97) our heirs and ſucceſſors, as the reſt of pur ſubjects of our 
try in amity kingdom of. Fagland, for the time being, {hall be bound to 
with os pay; beyond which, we will nat that the inhabitants of the 
England, Hye proviece of agg ſhall be any way charged, 
| And furthermore, of our more ample and ſpecial. grace, 
_—_ 4 * certain knowledge, and mere motion, we Nagy + _ our 
erect and heirs and ſucceſſors, grant unto the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, 
1 z his heirs and aſſigns, full and abſolute power and authority 
Meh places to make, ere, and conſtitute, within the ſaid province of 
for lading Maryland, and the iſles and iſlets aforeſaid, ſuch and ſo many 
* wrong | ſea-ports, harbours, creeks, and pther places, for diſcharging 


and mer- and unlading of goods and merchandizes out of the ſhips, . 


* chandizes. boats and other vellels, and lading them in ſuch and ſo many 
Flwkasces, and with ſuch rights, juriſdictions, and liberties, 


and 


ſucceſlocs, do give and grant licence, by this our charter, 


and to export the ſame into any other countries, either of 
m or Irim our dominion. or foreign, (being in amity with us, aur heirs 
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and privileges unto the ſaid ports belonging, as to him or 
them ſhall ſeem moſt, expedient ; and that all and ſingular _ 
the ſhips, boats and other veſſels, which ſhall come for mer 
chandize and trade into the ſaid province, or out of the ſame . ” 
ſhall depart, ſhall be laden or unladen only at fuch ports as 
ſhall be ſo erected and conſtituted by the ſaid riow Lord Bal. 
timore, his heirs or affigns; any uſe, cuſtom, or other things 
to the contrary notwithſtanding : ſaving always unto us, our Swing to 
heirs and ſucceſſors, and to all the ſubjects (of our king- the King's 
doms of England and Ireland) of us, our heirs and ſucceſ- 13 
ſors, free liberty of fiſhing for ſea fiſh, as well in the ſea, Englandand 
| bays, inlets, and navigable rivers, as in the harbours, bays, Ireland, the 
and creeks of the province aforeſaid, and the privileges of 2 8 
ſalting and drying their fiſh on the ſhore of the ſaid province, ar ing cheir 
and for the ſame cauſe, to cut and take under-wood or twigs TA within 
there growing, and to build cottages and ſheds neceſſary in + owing 2 
this behalf, as they heretofore have, or might reaſonably havre 
uſed; which liberties. and privileges, nevertheleſs, the ſubjects 
aforeſaid of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ſhall enjoy without 
any notable damage, or injury to be done to the ſaid now 
Lord Baltimore, his heirs or aſſigns, or to the dwellers and 
inhabitants of the ſaid province, in the ports, «creeks, and 
ſhores aforeſaid, and eſpecially in the woods and copſes grow- 
ing within the ſaid province. And if any ſhall do any ſuch _ 
damage or injury, he ſhall incur the heavy diſpleaſure of us, 
eur heirs and ſucceſſors, the puniſhment of the laws, and 
ſhall moreover make ſatisfaction. e eee 


toms and ſubſidies to be reaſonably aſſeſled (upon any occa- „ en my” 


And further, of our ſpecial grace, and of our certain know. Grant of a 
ledge, and mere motion, we have given and granted, and by rant 1d 
theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give and in inheri - 
grant, unto the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and aſ- anes, bets 5 


4 2 4 
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| heirs, not. the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and affigus, 
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themſelves ſigng, full and abſolute power, licence, end. autuorigg, that he 

| d afnigns, from time 
withſtand- to time hereafter, for ever, at his and their, will and pleaſure, 
ing the ſta - may aſſign, alien, grant, demiſe, or enfeoffe of the remiſes, ſo 


and gr many and ſuch part or parcels to him or them that ſhall be 


rarum, willing to purchaſe the ſame, as they ſhall think fit; to have 
dl nd to hold to them the ſaid perſon or perſons willing to take or 


44 p rchaſe the ſame, their heirs and aſſigns, in fee ſimple, or in 
tail, or for the term of life or lives, or years, to be held of 
the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and aſſigns, by ſuch 
ſervices, cuſtoms, and rents, as ſhall ſeem fit to the ſaid now 
Lord Baltimore, his heirs and aſſigns, and not immediately of 
us, our heirs or ſucceſſors: And to the ſame, perſon or per- 
ons, and to all and every of them, we do give and grant, by 


. theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, licence, au- | 
thority and power, that ſuch perſon or perſons may take the 


premiſes, or any parcel thereof, of the ſaid now Lord Balti. 
more, his heirs or aſſigns, and the ſame hold to themſelyes, 
their heirs or aſſigns, (in what eſtate of inheritance ſoever, 
in fee ſimple; or in fee tail, or otherwiſe, as to them and the 
now Lord Baltimore, his heirs and aſſigns, ſhall ſeem expe- 


dient ;) the ſtatute made in the parliament of Edward, ſon of 


King Henry, late King of England, our predeceſſor, com- 
7 — © called the ſtatute 4+ Quia emptores terrarum, lately 
publiſhed in oùr kingdom of England, or any other ſtatute; 
Aà ct, ordinance, uſe, law or cuſtom, or any other thing, cauſe 
odr matter thereupon heretofore had, done, publiſhed, ordain- 
ed or provided to the contrary, in any wiſe notwithſtanding, 
Power (2.6- And by theſe preſents we give and grant licence unto; the 
ret anorg. ſaid now Lord Baltimore and his heirs, to ere any parcels of 
hand within the province aforeſaid into manors, in ery the 
* ſaid manors to have and to hold a court of Baron, with all 


things whatſoever which to a court Baron do belong, and to 


have and- to hold view of frank pledge (for the conſeryation 
of the peace, and the better government of thoſe parts) by 


themſelves or their ſtewards, or by the lords, for the time 
being, of other manors to be deputed, when. they. ſhall be 
erected, and in the ſame to uſe all things belonging to view 
of frankpledge. ER TY | 


No e And further our pleaſure is, and by theſe preſents, for ws, 


1 05 dur heirs and ſucceflors, we do covenant and grant to and 
Wr wich the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, and his heits and affigus, 


— 


ſet or make, or cauſe to ſet any impoſition, cuſtom, dr other | 
8 J taxation, 


n * | 


* 
- : 1 2 ** 
JJ d  - . -- 
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taxation, rate, or contribution whatſoey „in and upon, ths wage + | 
dwellers and inhabitants of the Ne proyince, ; tot their 3 © 


4 A. yY ©g5 boo \ * 
lands, tenements, goods, or chattels within the ſa i (yh 
al 
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vince, or to be laden or unladen wit! in the por or. N. 55 
of the ſaid province. And our pleaſure is, and, for ys, Haß 
heirs and ſucceſſors, we charge and command, that, this, oyr 
declaration. ſhall . orward, from time to rims, b re 
the 


e 
7 | all our courts; ang before a gy 
- 4 1 1 = 24 * *** 12141 4 Z 
of us, our heirs and ſucceſlprs for n and law ful gif- 
in- 


; * 1 1 1 * 1 


and enjoining them, upon pain of our high diſpleaſure, that 
they do not preſume, at any time, to attempt any thing to the 
contrary of the premiſes, or that they do in any ſort with- 
_ ſtand the ſame; but that they be at all times aiding and aſſiſt- 
ing, as fitting, unto the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, and his 
heirs, and to the inhabitants and merchants of Maryland 
aforeſaid, their ſervants, miniſters, factors, and aſſigns, in the 
full uſe and fruition of the benefit of this our charter. | 
And further our pleaſure is, and by theſe preſents, for us, Ante f 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, we do grant unto the ſaid now Lord pany a part 
Baltimore, his heirs and aſſigns, and to the tenants and inha- of any other 
bitants of the ſaid province of Maryland, both preſent and to _ prog 
come, and to every of them, that the ſaid province, tenants, ments tows 
and inhabitants of the ſaid colony or country, ſhall not from vince, ſub- 
henceforth be held or reputed as a member, or as part of e the 
the land of Virginia, or of any other colony whatſoever, now England, 
tranſported or hereafter to be tranſported ; nor ſhall be de- and depend- 
pending on, or ſubject to their government in any thing, ins on it. 
from whom we do ſeparate that and them. And our pleaſure | 
is, by theſe preſents, that they be ſeparted, and that they be 
ſubject immediately to our crown of England, as depending 
thereof for ever. N 1 
And if perchance hereafter it ſhould happen any doubts or 00g _ 
33 ſhould ariſe eoncerning the true ſenſe and under - dee oof 
ſtanding of any word, clauſe, or ſentence contained in this our ſtrued in fa- 
preſent charter, we will, ordain and command, that at all times, vour of the 
and in all things, ſuch interpretations be made thereof and al- Atsss. 
lowed, in any of our courts whatſoever, as ſhall be adjuged 
moſt advantageous and favourable unto the ſaid now Lord 
Ha mare, ou heirs and aſſigns; provided always, that nõ 
e be admitted thereof, by which God's, holy and 83 
truly Chriſtian religion, or the allegiance due unto — Oe 
K 78D | 0 1 heirs 
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heirs and ſucceſſors, may ſuffer any prejudice or diminution;) 
although expreſs mention be not made in theſe preſents of the 
true yearly value of certainty of the premiſes, or of any part 
thereof, or of other gifts and grants made by us, our progeni- 
tors or predeceſſors, unto the ſaid now Lord Baltimore, or "a 
any ſtatute, act, ordinance, proviſion, proclamation, or re- { 
ſtraint heretofore had, made, publiſhed, ordained, or provided, 
or any other thing, cauſe, or matter whatſoever to the con- 
trary thereof, in any wiſe notwithſtanding. In witneſs, &, 
| | Witneſs Ourſelf at Weſtminſter, the twenty- eighth day of ſ 
p June, A. D. 1632, in the eighth year of our reign. Fly | 
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GEORGIA CHARTER, 


Granted by King Gzoxos the Second, in the Fifth Year 


of his Reign, 


G ROKR the Second, by the grace of God, of Great 


Britain, France and Ireland, king, defender of 


faith, &c. to all to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting. 
hereas we are credibly informed, that many of our poor 


ſubjects are, through misfortunes, and want of employments, 
reduced to great neceſſities, inſomuch as by their labour th 
are not able to provide a maintenance for themſelves an 


families; and if they had means to defray their charge of 


paſſage, and the expences incident to new ſettlements, they 
would be glad to be ſettled in any of our provinces in Ame- 
rica, where, by cultivating the lands at preſent waſte and 
deſolate, they might not only gain a comfortable ſubſiſtence 
for themſelves ad families, but alſo ſtrengthen our colonies, 
and increaſe the trade, nayigation and wealth of theſe our 
realms ; and whereas-our provinces in North America have 
been frequently ravaged by Indian enemies, more eſpecially 


that of South Carolina, which in the late war, by the neigh- : ; 


bouring ſayages, was laid waſte with fire and ſword, and 


great numbers of the Engliſh inhabitants miſerably maſſacred ;z _ 
and our loving ſubjects, who now inhabit there, by reaſon. 
of the ſmallneſs of their numbers, will, in caſe of any new 
war, be expoſed to the like calamities, inaſmuch as their 


whole ſouthern frontier continueth unſettled, and lieth open 
to the ſaid ſavages: and whereas we think it highly becom- 
Je ts, be they never ſo diſtant 
ly compaſſion even to the meaneſt and moſt unfortunate of our 
people, and to relieve the wants of our above-mentioned poor 


ſubjects ; and that it will be highly conducive for accompliſh- - 
ing thoſe ends, that a regular colony of the ſaid poor people 
be ſettled and eſtabliſhed in the ſouthern frontiers of Carolina: 
and whereas we have been well aſſured, that if we would be 


moſt graciouſly pleaſed to erect and ſettle a corporation for 
the receiving, managing, and diſpoſing of the contributions 


of our loying ſubjects, divers perſons would be induced to 


contribute to the uſes and purpoſes aforeſaid : Know ye, 
therefore, that we have, for the conſiderations aforeſaid, and 


ing our crown and royal dignity to protect all our. loving ſub» _ 
3 us, to extend our father- 


— — ¶6 ꝑ— — 
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| for the better and more orderly carrying on the ſaid good pur. 


poſes, of our ſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere mo- 


tion, willed, ordainęd, conſtitutec qnd appointed, and by 


theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do will, or- 


dain, conſtitute, declare and grant, That our right truſty . 


. in d well-beloyed John Lord Viſcount Percival, of our king- 
6 


— 44 — m of Ireland, ouf rrulty ang vel -beloved Edward Digby, 
| one body George Carpenter, James Oglethorpe, George Heathcote, 


politic and Thomas Tower, Robert More, Robert Hucks, Roger Hol- 


ste, land, William'Sloptr, Francis Eyles, foi Larorhes James 
«1 en 


Vernon, William Balitha, elt quires ;' Stephen Hales, maſter 
of -afts; John Burton; bachelo? of divinity, Richard Bundy, 
maſter of arts, Arthur Badford, maſter of arts, Samuel mit 
maſter of arts, "Adam Anderſon, and Thomas Coräm, gen 
kleinen, and ſuch other perſons as ſhall be elected in the man- 


ner heteafter mentioned, and their ſucceſſors, to be elected in 


manner as herein after is directed, be, and ſhall be one body 
wane of Foie 350 corporate, i deed and Tn yame, by the pen 
the corpo- The TT ruftees INS the Colony of Georgia in Ame- 
ration. rica; and them and their | 

do, by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, really 

and fully make, ordain, conſtitute and declate to be one bo- 

dy politic and ' £0) porate, in deed and in name, for ever; 
Perpetual and that by the ſame name they, and their ſucceſſors, ſhall 


faeceſſion. And tay have perpetual ſucceſſion ; and that they, and their 


Capacity to ldeceſtöts, b) that name, ſhall and may for ever hereafter be 

chase perſons able and dapable in the law to purchaſe, have, take, 
ands in receive, and efjoy to them, and their ſucce N ors, 2 ny manors, 
8 meſſuages, lands, tenements,” rents, advowſons, liberties, 


dne of Privileges, juriſdictions, franchiſes, and other hereditaments 


1000l. per whatſoeyer, lying and bein in part of 5 


ih 


Pefpethity, not excceding the yearly value of one thouſand 


reſaid* 


ne years. by Jeaſe or leaſes, ' 
f be 


of ranting thereo 


*Tik; 


* 


+ 


ccęſſors, by the ſame name, we 


the better e maintaining the ſaid co- 


r g. e . g. 2 SP. 2 


terpi of öne-and-thirt) years from the time of granting there- 
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jeaſt a moiety of the full value, that the ſame ſhall reaſona- Power to 
' bly and bona fide be worth at the time of ſuch demiſe; and purchaſe 4 
that they, and their ſucceſſors, by the name aforeſaid, ſhall merica in 
and may, for ever hereafter, be perſons able and capable in any quan- 
the law to purchaſe, have, take, receive, and enjoy, to them 


and their ſucceſſors, any lands, territories, poſſeſſions, tene- 


ments, juriſdictions, franchiſes, and other hereditaments 


whatſoever, lying and being in America, of what quantity, 


quality, or value ſoever they be, for the better ſettting, fup= _ 

porting, and maintaining the ſaid colony; and that by the O pacity to 
f and may be able to fre e e 

] leaded, anſwer and be anſwered unto, ſued. 


name aforeſaid, they ſha 


and may be lawful for them, and their ſucceſſors, to change, 


break, alter, and make new, the ſaid ſeal from time to time, 


and at their pleaſure, as they ſhall think beſt, And we do 


further grant, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, that the ſaid 


corporation, and the common council of the ſaid corporation 
herein after by us appointed, may, from time to time, and at 


all times, meet about their affairs, when and where they 


pleaſe, and tranſa and carry on the buſineſs of the ſaid cor- 
poration, And for the better execution of the purpoſes afore 
ſaid, we do, by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſ- 
ſors, give” and grant to the ſaid corporation, and their ſuc- 
ceſſors, that they, and their ſucceffors, for ever may, upon 
the third Thurſday in the month of March, yearly, meet at 
ſome convenient place, to be appointed by the ſaid corpora- 
tion, or the major part of them who ſhall be prefent at any 
meeting of the Aid corporation to be had for the appointing 
of the ſaid place; and that they, or two thirds of ſuch of 


them that ſhall be preſent, ſhali, at ſuch yearly meeting, 


and at no other meeting of the ſaid corporation, between the 
hours of ten in the morning and four in the afternoon of the 


ſame day, chuſe and ele& ſuch perſon or perſons to be mem- 


bers of the ſaid corporation as they ſhall think beneficial to the 
good deſigns of the ſaid corporation, - And our further will and 
pleaſure is, that if it ſhall happen that any of the perſons herein 


aftex | 


- 


b 


is, that all and every ths" hall, 
from time to time, hereafter be elected common council=men 
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after by us appointed as the common'council of the ſaid cor, 


poration, or any other perſons to be elected and admitted 
members of the ſaid common council in the manner herein 


after directed, ſhall die, or ſhall, by writing under his and 


their hands reſpectively, reſign his or their off or offices of 


common coungil- man, or common council- men, the faid cor- 


poration, or the major part of ſuch of them as ſhall be pre- 
ſent, and may at ſuch meeting, on the ſaid third Thurldey 


in March, ar, in manner as aforeſaid, next after ſuch 
ignation, and at no other meeting of the ſaid or- 
_ poration, elect and chuſe one or more perſon or perſons, be- 
ing members of the ſaid corporation, into the room or place 


death or re 


ing, as to them ſhall ſeendlſh 


N 


which ſhall q ſo dead or ſo reſign- 
ect. And Bur will and pleaſure 
"perſon or perſons which ſhall, 


of the ſaid corporation as aforeſaid, do and ſhall, before he 


or they act as common council-men of the ſaid corporation, 
take an oath for the faithful and due execution of their office; 
which oath the preſident of the ſaid corporation, for the time 


being, is hereby authorized and required to adminiſter to 
ſuch perlon or perſons ſo elected as aforeſaid. And our will 


and pleaſure is, that the firſt preſident of the ſaid corporation 


ſhall be our truſty and well-beloved the ſaid John Lord Viſcount 
Percival, and that the ſaid prefident ſhall, within thirty days 


after the paſſing of this charter, cauſe ſummons to be iſſued 
to the ſeveral members of the ſaid corporation herein particu- 


larly named, to meet at ſuch time and place as he ſhould ap- 


point, to conſult about and tranſact the buſineſs of the ſaid 
' Corporation, And our will and pleaſure is, and we do by 
theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſuc&eſſors, grant, ordain, 


and direct, that the common council of. the ſaid corporation 
ſhall conſiſt of fifteen in number: and we do, by theſe pre- 
ſents, nominate, conſtitute, and appoint, our right truſty and 
well-beloved John Lord Viſcount Percival, our truſty and 


well-beloved Edward Digby, George Carpenter, James 


Oglethorpe, George Heathcote, Thomas Tower, Robert 
More, Robert Hucks, Rogers Holland, William Sloper, 
Francis Eyles, John Laroche, James Vernon, William 
Belitha, eſquires, and Stephen Hales maſter of arts, to be the 


common council of the ſaid corporation, to continue in their 
ſaid offices during their good behaviour. And whereas it is 


our royal intention, that the members of the ſaid corporation 


ſhall be encreaſed by election as ſoon as conveniently may be, 
to a greater number than is hereby nominated, our 8 5 


4 


be HAI 
ii and pleaſure is, and we do hereby for us, our heirs and 
- ſucceſſors, ordain, and direct, that from the time of ſuch in- 


' Ereaſe of the members of the ſaid corporation, the number of 
the ſaid coyffifion council hall be increaſed to twenty-four: 
And that the ſame aſſembly at which ſuch additional 


members of the ſaid corporation ſhall be choſen, there ſhall 
| likewiſe be elected in the manner herein before ditected for 
the election of common council- men, nine perſons torbe of 


the ſaid common council, and to make up the number thereof 


twenty- four. And our further will and pleaſure is, that our 


- truſty and well-beloved the ſaid Sir Edward Digby, eſquire; 


ſhall be the firſt chairman of the common council of the faid 


corporation; and that the faid Lord Viſcount Percival ſhall : 


be and continue preſident of the ſaid corporation; that the 
Edward Digby ſhall be and continue chairman of the 
ad common-council of the ſaid corporation reſpectively, 


until the meeting which ſhall be had next and immediately 


after the firſt meeting of the ſaid corporation, or of the com- | 
mon council of the ſaid corporation reſpectively, and no 
longer; at which ſaid ſecond 8 and at every other 


ſubſequent and future meeting of the faid corporation, or of 
the common- council of the faid corporation reſpectively, in 


order to preſerve an indifferent rotation of the ſeveral offices 


of preſident of the corporation, and of chairman of the 
common- council of the ſaid corporation, we do direct an 


ordain; that all and every the perſon or perſons; members of 
the ſaid common- council for the time being, and no others, 


being preſent at ſuch meetings, ſhall ſeverally and reſpective- 
ly, in their turns, preſide at the meetings which ſhall from 
time to time be ＋ e held, of the ſaid corporation, or of 
the common-coun 

And in caſe any doubt or queſtion ſhall at any time ariſe, 
touching or concerning the turn or right of any member of 
the ſaid common- council, to preſide at any meeting of the ſaid 
corporation, or of the common-council of the faid corpora- 
tion, the ſame ſhall be reſpeCtively determined by the major 


part of the ſaid corporation, or of the common- council of the 
ſaid corporation reſpectively, who ſhall be preſent at ſuch 
meeting. Provided always, that no member of the ſaid com- 
mon- council, having ſerved in the office of preſident of the 


ſaid corporation, or of chairman of the common-cquacil of 
the ſaid corporation, ſhall be capable of being or of ſerving 
as preſident or chairman at any meeting of the ſaid corpora- 


tion, or of the common-council of the ſaid corporation, next 


and immediately enſuing that in which he ſo ſerved as preſi- 
dent of the ſaid corporation, or chairman of the common- 
BY 55 "RA. . council 


of the ſaid corporation reſpectivelß: 
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council of the ſaid corporation reſpectively, unleſs it ſhall ſo 

happen, that at any ſuch meeting of the ſaid corporation there 

ſhall not be any other member of the ' ſaid common-council = 
preſent. And our will and pleaſure is, that at ii and every 


the meetings of the ſaid corporation, or of Wg*common- 
council of the ſaid corporation, the preſident or Chairman for 


the time being ſhall have a voice, and ſhall vote and act as a 
member of the ſaid corporation, or of the common-council 
of the ſaid corporation, at ſuch meeting; and in caſe of any 


_—y of votes, the ſaid preſident or chairman for the time 


being ſhall have and exerciſe a caſting vote. And our further: 
will and pleaſure is, that no preſident of the ſaid corporation, 


or chairman of the common-council of the ſaid corporation, 


or member of the ſaid common-council or corporation, by us 


by theſe preſents appointed, or hereafter from time to time 
be elected or appointed in manner as aforeſaid, ſhall have, tak 


or receive, directly or indirectly, any ſalary, fee, perquilite, 


benefit or profit, whatſoever, for or by reaſon of his or their 


ferving the ſaid ml pt or common-council of the ſaid 
corporation, as preſid 


© 


ent, chairman, or common-councilzm 
or as being a member of the ſaid corporation. Andour wi 


and pleaſure is, that the ſaid herein before appointed preſi- 


dent, chairman and common-council- men, before he and they 


act reſpectively as ſuch, ſhall ſeverally take an oath for the 


faithful and due execution of their truſt, to be adminiſtered 


to the preſident by the chief baron of our court of exchequer 


for the time being, and by the preſident of the ſaid corpora- 
tion to the reſt of the common-council, who are hereby au- 
thorized ſeverally and reſpectively to adminifter the ſame. 
And our will and pleaſure is, that all a 
perſons who ſhall have in his or their o name or names, 
or in the name or names of any perſon or perſons in truſt 
for him or them, or for his or their benefit, any office, place 


or employment of profit under the ſaid corporation, ſhall be 


incapable of being elected a member of the ſaid corporation : 
And if any member of the ſaid corporation, during ſuch time 


as he ſhall continue a member thereof, ſhall in his own name, 
or in the name of any perſon or perſons in truſt for him, or 


for his benefit, have, hold, exerciſe, accept, poſſeſs or enjoy 


any office, place or employment of profit under the common- 
council of the faid corporation, ſuch member ſhall, from 


the time of ſuch having, Holding, exerciſing, accepting, 
poſſeſſing and enjoying ſuch office, place or employment 


of een ceaſe to be a member of the ſaid corporation. 
A 


we do for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant unto the ſaid 


3 every perſon and 


corporation, 
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corporation,and their ſucceſſors, that they, and their ſucceſſors, or 
the major part of ſuch them as ſhall be preſent at any meet- _ 
ing of the ſaid corporation, convened and aſſembled for that 


purpoſe, by proper and convenient notice thereof, ſhall have 

er, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, to au- 
thorize and appoint ſuch perſons as they ſhall think fit, to 
take ſubſcriptions, and to gather and colie& ſuch monies as 
ſhall be by any perſon or perſons contributed for the purpo- 


ſes aforeſaid, and ſhall and may revoke and make void ſuch 


authorities and appointments as often as they ſhall ſee cauſe 
ſo to do. And we do hereby for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
ordain and direct, that the ſaid corporation ſhall every year 


lay an account in writing before the chancellor, or keeper, 


or commiſſioners for the cuſtody of the great ſeal of Great 
Britain, of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, the chief juſtice of 


the court of king's bench, the maſter of the rolls, the chief 


juſtice of the court of common pleas, and the chief baron 
of the exchequer, of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, for the 
time being, or any two of them, of all monies or effects by 


133 


them xeceived or expended, for the carrying on the good p of 


D 


their ſucceſſors, full power and authority to conſtitute, or- 
dain and make ſuch and ſo many by-laws, conſtitutions, or- 
ders and ordinances, as to them, or the greater part of them, 
at their general meeting for that purpoſe, ſhall ſeem meet, 
neceſſary and convenient for the well ordering and governing 


the ſaid corporation; and the ſaid by- laws conſtitutions, 


orders and ordinances, or any of them, to alter and annul, 


' as they, or the major part of them then preſent, ſhall ſee re- 


quiſite; and in and by ſuch by-laws, rules, orders and or- 
dinances, to ſet, impoſe and inflict reaſonable pains and pe- 


nalties upon any offender or offenders who ſhall tranſgreſs, 


break or violate the ſaid by-laws, conſtitutions, orders and 

ordinances, ſo made as aforeſaid, and to mitigate the ſame, as 
they or the major part of them then preſent ſhall find cauſe ; 
which ſaid pains and penalties ſnall and may be levied, ſued 
for, taken, retained and recovered by the ſaid corporation, 


and their fucceſſors, or by their officers and ſervants, from 


time to time to be appointed for that purpoſe, by action of 
debt, or by any other lawful ways and means, to the uſe and 
behoof of the ſaid corporation, and their ſucceſſors; all and 
ſingular which by-laws, conſtitutions, orders and ordinances 
ſio as aforeſaid to be made, we will ſhall be duly obſerved and 


kept, under the pains and penalties therein to be contained z 


ſo 


aforeſaid. And we do hereby for us, our heirs and making 
Ellors, give and grant unto the faid corporation, and by laws. 
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ſo always as the ſaid by-laws, conſtitutions, orders and or- 
dinances, pains and penalties. from time to time to be made 
and impoſed, be reaſonable, and not contrary or repugnant 

to the Jaws and ſtatutes of this our realm; and that ſuch by= 

laws, conſtitutions and ordinances, pains and . penalties 

from time to time to be made and impoſed, and any repeal or 
alteration thereof, or of any of them, be likewiſe agreed to, be 
eſtabliſhed and confirmed by the general meeting of the faid 
corporation, to be heli and kept next after the ſame ſhall 

be reſpectively made. And whereas the ſaid corporation in- 

tend to ſettle a colony, and to make an habitation and plan- 

tation in that part of our province of South Carolina in 
America herein after deſcribed: Know ye therefore, that 

we greatly deſiring the happy ſucceſs of the ſaid corporation, 

for their further encouragement in accompliſhing ſo excel- 

lent a work, have of our ſpecial grace, certain knowledge, 

and mere motion, given e and by theſe preſents; 

Grant of a for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do give and grant, to the 


large 7 ſaid corporation, and their ſucceſſors, under the reſervations, 
of land to | indi- 


** tore limitations and declarations hereafter expreſſed, ſeveny 
poration. , Vided parts (the whole into eight equal parts to be di 
pf all thoſe lands, countries and territories, ſituate, lying*and 
being in that part of South Carolina in America, which 
lies from the northern ſtream of a river there commonly cal- 
led the Savannah, all along the ſea coaſt to the ſouthward, 
unto the moſt ſouthern ſtream of a certain other great water 
or river called the Alatamacha, and weſtard from the heads 
of the ſaid rivers reſpectively in direct lines to the ſouth ſeas, 
and all that ſpace, circuit and precinct of land lying within 
the ſaid boundaries, with the iſlands in the ſea, lying oppo- 
ſite to the eaſtern coaſt of the ſaid iſlands, within twenty 
leagues of the fame, which are not already inhabited, or ſet- 
tled by any authority derived from the crown of Great Bri- 
tain, together with all the ſoils, grounds, havens, ports, 
gulphs and bays, mines, as well as royal mines of gold 
and ſilver, as other minerals, precious ſtones, quarries, 
woods, rivers, waters, fiſhings, as well royal fiſnings of 
whale and ſturgeon as other fiſhings, pearls, commodities, 
juriſdictions, royalties, franchiſes, privileges and pre-emi- 
nencies, within the ſaid territories, and the precincts there- 
of, and thereunto in any ſort belonging or appertaining, and 
which we by our letters patent may or can grant, and in as 


have hitherto granted to any company, body politic or corpo- 
rate, or to any adventurer or adventurers, undertaker or un- 
mY | dertakers 


A 


ample manner and ſort as we, or any of our royal progenitors, 
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. .Hertakers of any diſcoveries, plantations or traffic of, in or 
into any foreign parts whatſoever, and in as large and ample 
manner as if the ſame were herein particularly mentioned 
and expreſſed. To have, hold, poſſeſs and enjoy the ſaid ſeven Habendu 
- undivided parts (the whole into eight equal parts to be divi- | 
 »dedas aforeſaid) of all and ſingular the Nad lands, countries 

and territories, with all and ſingular other the premiſes here- 
in before by theſe preſents granted or mentioned, or intended 
to be granted, to them the ſaid corporation, and their ſuc- 
_« ceflors for ever, for the better ſupport of the ſaid colony. 5 
To be holden of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, as of our ma- Tenendum. 
nor of Hampton Couxt, in our county of Middleſex, in fee 
and common ſoccage; and not in capite; yielding and pay- qQuit-rent. 
ing therefore to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, yearly for ever, 

the ſum of four ſhillings for every hundred acres of the ſaid. 
lands which the ſaid corporation ſhall grant, demiſe, plant 
or ſetile, the ſaid payment not to commence, or be made, un- 

til ten years after ſuch grant, demiſe, planting or ſettling, 

and to be anſwered and paid to us, our heirs and ſucceflors, 

in ſuch manner,, and in ſuch ſpecies of money or nates as 

-ſh&Wbe current in payment by proclamation, from time to 

time, in our ſaid province of South Carolina; all which Region of 
lands; countries, territories and premiſes hereby granted or the ſaid 
mentioned, or intended to be granted, we do by theſe pre- lands — 6 
ſents make, erect and create one independent and ſeparate py PRA 
province, by the name of pn N 3 by which name we will vince by the 
the ſame henceforth to be called, and that all and every per- name of 
ſon and perſons who ſhall at àny time hereafter inhabit or ©*%"#*- 
reſide within our ſaid province, ſhall be and are hereby de- 

.clared to be free, and ſhall not be ſubject to, or be bound to 
_ obey, any laws, orders, ſtatutes or conſtitutions which have 

been heretofore made, ordered, or enacted, or which hereaf. 

ter ſhall be made, ordered, or enacted, by, for, or as the laws, 

orders, ſtatutes or conſtitutions by our 0 province of South 
Carolina (ſave and except only the command in chief of the 
militia of our ſaid province of Georgia to our governor for 
the time being of South Carolina, in manner herein after 
declared); but ſhall be ſubject to and bound to obey ſuch 
laws, orders, ſtatutes and conſtitutions, as ſhall from time to 
time be made, ordered and enacted for the better government 
of the ſaid province of Georgia, in the manner herein after 
directed. And we do hereby for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
oOrdain, will, and eſtabliſh, that for and during the term of 
one- and- twenty years, to commence from the date of theſe 
pur letters patent, the ſaid corporation aſſembled for that pur- 


and the ſupport of our royal authorit 
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"poſe, ſhall and may form and prepare laws, ſtatutes and or- 
dinances, fit and neceſſary for and concerning the govern. 
ment of the ſaid colony, and not repugnant to the laws and 


ſtatutes of England; and the ſame ſhall and may preſent 


under their common ſee] to us, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, in 


our or their privy-council, for our or their -approbation or 


diſallowance; and the ſaid laws, ſtatutes and. ordinances, 


being approved by us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, in our or 


their privy-council, ſhall from thenceforth/ be in full -force 
and virtue, within our faid province of Georgia. And for- 


aſmuch as the good and proſperous ſucceſs of the ſaid colony 


cannot but chiefly depend, next hol the bleſſing of God, 


and good direction of the whole enterprize, and that It will 
be too great a burthen upon all the members of the ſaid cor- 
poration to be convened ſo often as may be requiſite to hold 


meetings for the ſettling, ſupporting, ordering, and maintain- 


ing ſuch colony; therefore we do will, ordain, and eſtabliſh, 
that the ſaid common council, for the time beingy of the 


Maid corporation, being aſſembled for that purpoſe, or the ma- 
Jjor part of them, ſhall, from time to time, and at all times 
hereafter, have full power and authority to diſpoſe of, expend, 
and apply all the monies and effects belonging to the ſaid cor- 


poration, in ſuch manner and ways, and in {ſuch expences as 
they ſhall think beſt to conduce to the carrying on and ef- 


fecting the good purpoſes herein mentioned and intended; 


and alfo ſhall have full power, in the name and on the ac- 
count of the ſaid corporation, and with and under their com- 


mon ſeal, to enter into any covenants and contracts for 


carrying on and effefing the purpoſes aforeſaid. And 


our further will and pleafure is, that the ſaid common coun- 


eil for the time being, or the major part of ſuch of the 


faid common council, which ſhall preſent and aſſembled 


for that purpoſe, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, 
mall and may nominate, conſtitute, and appoint, a treaſurer 


or treaſurers, ſecretary or ſecretaries, and ſuch other officers, 
miniſters, and ſervants of the ſaid corporation, as to them, 
or the major part of ſuch of them as ſhall be preſent, ſhall 


ſeem proper or requiſite for the good management of their af- 


fairs, and at their will and pleaſure-to diſplace, remove, and put 


out ſuch treafurer or treaſurers, ſecretary or ſecretaries, and all 


ſuch other officers, miniſters, or ſervants, as often as they 
ſhall think fit ſo to do, and others in the room, office, place, 
or ſtead of him or them ſo diſplaced, removed, or put out, 
to nominate, conſtitute, and appoint; and fhal] and may 


determine 


„ upon the provident * 


by 
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determine and appoint ſuch reaſonable falaries, perquiſites, 
or other rewards, for the labour or ſervices of ſuch. officers, 
\ ſervants and perſons, as to the ſaid common council ſhall ;- - 
/ Jeem meet; and all ſuch officers. ſhall, before they act in 
their reſpeQive offices, take an oath, to be to them admi- | 
niſtered by the chairman for the time being of the ſaid cm- 
mon council of the ſaid corporation, who is hereby autho= 
rized to adminiſter the ſame, for the faithful. and due execu- 
tion of their reſpective offices and places. And our will and 
pleaſure is, that all and every perſon. and perſons, who ſhall 
from time to time be choſen or appointed treaſurer or trea- 
ſurers, ſecretary or ſecretaries of the ſaid corporation, in 
manner herein before directed, ſhall; during ſuch time as "1 
they ſhall ſerve in the ſaid offices reſpectively, be incapable | 
of being a member of the ſaid corporation. And we do fur= 
ther, of our ſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere mo- 
tion, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant by theſe pre- 
ſents to the ſaid corporation, and their ſucceſſors, that it ſhall 
be lawful for them, and their officers or agents, at all times 
hereafter, to tranſport and convey out of our realm of Great 
Britain, or any other our dominions, into the faid province 
of Georgia, to be there ſettled, all ſuch and ſo many of our 
loving ſubjects, or any foreigners that are willing to become 
our (objects, and live under our allegiance in the faid colo- 
ny, as ſhall willingly go to inhabit and reſide there, with, 
ſufficient ſhipping, armour, weapons, ordnance, munition, 
powder, ſhot, 5 9 and ſuch merchandize or wares as 
are eſteemed by the wild people in thoſe parts, cloathing, 
implements, furniture, cattle, horſes, mares, and all other 
things neceſſary for the ſaid colony, and for their uſe and 
defence, and trade with the people there, and in paſſing 
and returning to and from the ſame, Alſo we do, for us, General de- 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, declare by theſe preſents, that all ization of 
and every the perſons, which ſhall happen to be born within _ 22 
the ſaid province, and every of their children and poſterity, be born in 
{hall have and enjoy all liberties, franchiſes, and immunities that  pro- 
of free denizens, and natural- born ſubjects, within any of 12% 
our dominions, to all intents and purpoſes, as if they had 
770 abiding and born within this our kingdom of Great 
Britain, or any other of our dominions. And for the greater Liberty of 
eaſe and encouragement of our loving ſubjects, 151 ſuch conſcience 
others as ſhall come to inhabit in our ſaid colony, we do, Wag eel 
theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant, eſtas their religi- 
bliſh and ordain, that for ever hereafter there ſhall be a li- on to alli 
berty of conſcience allowed in the worſhip of God, to all per et B. 
logs inhabiting, or which ſhall * or be reſident within pigs, 


our 
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| our ſaid province; and that all ſ uch pe excep Papity) 
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7 tente d With the qu ik cable enjo ment 5 the ſame, 
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3 aer ll Af Pre is, and We do hereby for s, our 
land to per- heirs and ſuccèſſors, declare and grahe, that i it all and may 

bons who de awful for the ſaid bommon 'counti], or the major part of 

8 deem tent aſſembled for that pur rpoſe, in "the name of the corpora- 
planters. © tion; and under their common Teal, to diftribiite; convey, 

affizn and ſet över fach my portions of the lande, te- 
nements, and hetedftaments, by theſe” preſents | ranted to 
po oration, unte ſuch 'of our loving ſubjects, natu- 
e willing to be- 
= bur be and live under dür *aflegiance in the faid 
| oy, 42 ſuth terms, and for tuch ates,” and upon 
Mx rents, reſeryatibns,” and conditions, as the fame may 
lawfully be granted, and as to the ſaid common'countil,” ar 
i major 18 of them ſo preſent, ſhall ſeem fit and roper, 
ded always, that no grant ſhall'be made of 17 f 
the 4: id lands unto any Nen being a member hte c 
corp ration,” or tö amp other perſon in truſt for, or for the 
benefit of any member of the ſaid. corporation ; and tha no — 
Perlen having any eſtate or intereſt in law or equity in nj 

25 of the Eid 12 lands, ſhall be capable of being a' member 
| the faid | cor ration, | during*the See of fich el eſtate or 
No one intereſt * 22 alſo, ant no greater quantity of the faid 9 
ee mar land be granted either entirely, or in parcels, to, or to the f 
. 
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Ave more 


than zoo ufe of, or in truſt for, any öne perſon, thänfive hundred 
acres, acres; and that all grants made contrary to the true intent 
State oaths * and meaning hereof ſhall be abſolutely müll and void. And 
or ſolem af. WE do hereby rant and ordain, that ſuch perſon and perſons 
firmations fbr the time wg as ſhall be thereunto appointed by the ſaid 
er 1 corporation, ſhall and may, at all times, and from time to 
11 —— time hereafter, have ful power and authority to admi- 
hall | inha-nifter and give the oaths appointed by an act of parliament 
dit the ſaid made in the firſt year of the rei in our late royal father, to be 
a goon taken inſtead. of N e oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy, and 1 
Y o the oath of aljbration, to aF and every perfon and per- 
| 15 which ſhall at an Unze be inhabitin Gr reliding within 
Jer faid colon ny, and in like caſes to Ak inifier the ſolemn 
_ #firmidtion to'any bf the 'perſons commonly called 3 
ü fuch manner 27 by the laws of our realm of Great ritain 
e to the fame Bay Joe adminiſtered. And we do of our fitther 
e way, grace, 'Tertai edge, and mere motion, grant, eſtablith - 
"0" — 85 5 0 U 1 5 and ſucceſſors, that the aid 
n and their” ZH 28. f bave full power and 
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Au tharkty, Hot. and during. the term,of one-andetwenty years; „„ 
| 59; TE om, the. date of theſe our letters patent, 0 
erect and Onititute judicatures and courts of tecord, or other „ | 
ns e held in the name of Apen heirs.and ſuccefſafs, fer 


685 Prin and termining, of all manner of a offences, e 
procelles Fuba a tions, matters, cauſes, and things 

dever, il — happening wWhin the ſaid proyinese © 

Gen en. or between, perſons inhabiting or reſiding, there,. 1 

3 ether the ſame. be criminal or civil, . er to 1 hal | |, 

crimes be capital or, not capital, and, wheth 20 9 wir FO. 1 


be, real, perſonal or mixed, and far awarding, | 
out L eng thereupon ; 1 to which, courts and; ja 2 
hereby, | for, Sur, 7. Reirs and ſucceſlors, give and. gN 
ipl, e and authority from time to time to. bo uns. EE 
oaths. hg 15 e diſcovery..of, truth in any matters in I 
or depend ding. before them, qr. the ſolemn affirmation;t0.any 
us the perſons commonly called Quakers, in oy * — | 
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SEO; And, our, further will and pleaſure is, that 3 

aid Keen and their ſucceſſors, do from time to ces of lands 

5 Ie, At RY all times bereafter, regiſter, , or, cauſe, tbe re: 4 the a- 1 
mo orefatd N 

1} tuch leaſes,. grants, plantings, coyveyancess ſetr province „ 
ments, 5 . ene dae. as ſhall. at any time made by 1 
n hes de by or in the name of thę ſaid. corporation, the face 


en corpo- 
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province, and all yearly ſend or tranſmit, or cauſe, to be be regiſter- _ 
tor, hey Roma authentic. account of ſuch leaſes, 5 ed by _— 
* Cony! _ ſettlements, and improvements; reſpec 
Kane e auditor. of the plantations for the time being on * F 1 
puty, and. alſo. 2 gur ſurveyor, for the we ige f of oun e e, 
ſaid pr P 1 ge of 8 South,. Carolina; to. whom. we. do * Ae ; 8 2 
grant. fal Free and authority. from time to time, ag of | 
Bets require, td inſpect and ſurvey ſuch of the, ſaid  - 
da and brei 2 88 25 all be demiſed,. granted, and 2 9 Ba 
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before mentioned, and for defraying al 
the ſame. And our will and pleaſure is, that the ſaid corpo- 


as to them ſhall ſeem meet and fitting, all and 


{ 


| _ GEORGIA CHARTER, 
ring our higheſt diſpleaſure. | Provided always, and our furs 


ther will and pleaſure is, that all leaſes, grants, and coir 


veyanees to be made by or in the name of the ſaid corpora- 
tion, of any lands within the ſaid province, or a memorial 


containing the ſubſtance and effect thereof, ſhall be regiſter- 1 
ed with the auditor of the plantations of us, our heirs or 
ſucceſſors, within the ſpace of one year to be computed from 


the date thereof, otherwiſe the ſame ſhall be void. And our 
further will and pleaſure is, that the rents, iſſues, and all 
other profits, which ſhall at any time hereafter come to the 
ſaid corporation, iſſuing or ariſing out or from the ſaid pro. 
vince, or out of or from any part or parcel of the ſame, ſhall, 
from time to time, and at all times hereafter, be laid out and 
applied in ſuch expences, and in ſuch manner, as the” ſaid 


common council of the ſaid corporation, or the major part of 


ſuch of them as ſhall be preſent at any meeting for that pur- 
poſe aſſembled, ſhall think will — improve and enlarge 
the ſaid colony, and beſt anſwer the m_ purpoſes herein 

other charges about 


x 


ration, and their ſueceſſors, ſhall, from time to time, give 


unto one of the principal ſecretaries of ſtate, and to the com- 


miſſioners of trade and plantations, accounts of the progteſs 


of the ſaid colony. And our will and pleaſure is, that no 
act done at any meeting of the ſaid common council of the 
ſaid corporation ſhall be effectual and valid, unleſs eight 
members at leaſt of the ſaid common council, including the 
member who ſhall ſerve as chairman at the ſaid meeting, be 


preſent, and the major part of them conſenting thereunto: 
And our will and pleaſure is, that the common council of 


the ſaid corporation, for the time being, or the major part 
of them who ſhall be preſent, being aſſembled for that pur- 


poſe; ſhall, from time to time, for, during, and until the 
full end and expiration of twenty-one years, to commence 


from the date of theſe our letters patent, have full power 


and authority to nominate, make; conſtitute, commiſſion, 


ordain, and appoint, by ſuch name or names, 


pe or ſtyles, 
ling 


governors, judges, magiſtrates, miniſters, and officers, civil 


and military, both by ſea and land, within the ſaid diſtrict, 
as ſhall by them be thought fit and needful to be made or 
uſed for the government of the ſaid colony (ſave always and 
except ſuch officers only as ſhall by us, our heirs and ſuc- 
© | ceffors, be from time to time conſtituted and appointed for 
the managing, collecting, and receiving ſuch revenues as 
ſhall, from time to time, ariſe within the ſaid province of 


Georgia 
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governor of the ſaid province of Georgia, to be appointed by 


the common council of the ſaid corporation, before he ſhall 


enter upon or execute the ſaid office of governor, hall be ap- 
re q 3 24 7 Ae 13 5 . . 
proved by us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, and ſhall, take. fuch 
oaths, and ſhall qualify himſelf in ſuch manner, in all reſ- 
pects, as any governor or commander in chief of any, of our 
colonies or plantations in America are by law required to do; 
5 „ 5 N If 1 1. 2 177 by $9331 . 77 

and ſhall give good and ſufficient ſecurity for gbſerving the 
ſeveral acts of parliament relating to trade and navigation, 


and to obſerve and obey all inſtructions that ſhall be ſent to 


him by us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, or any acting under our 


or their authority, purſuant to the ſaid acts, or any of them. 


And we do by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs ot ſucceſſors, 


will, grant, and ordain, that the ſaid corporation, and their 


ſucceſſors, ſhall have full power, for and during, and on 


from the date of theſe, our letters patents, by ee . 
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der, or other officer or officers, by them for that, purpo 


from time to time, appoint to train, inſtruct, exerciſe, and 
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Georgia, and become due to us, our heirs and ſucceſſors) 
provided always, and it is our will and pleaſure, that every 
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the full end and term of .one-and-twenty years, to comment 
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govern a militia for the ſpecial defence and ſafety of, our ſaid 


colony, to afſemble in martial array, and put in warlike 


_ reſiſt, and purſue, by force of arms, as well by ſea as by 


dellion, in ſuch caſes where, 
ufed or exerciſed ; and alſo, 


or annoying of our ſaid colony. And our will and pleaſure 


land, within or without the limits of our ſaid colony, and 
alſo to kill, flay, deſtroy, and conquer, by all fitting ways 
enterprizes and means whatſoever, all and every ſuch perſon 
and perſons as ſhall at any time hereafter, in an hoſtile man- 
ner, attempt or enterprize the deſtruction, invaſion, detri- 


ment, or annoyance of our ſaid colony; and to uſe and ex- 


erciſe the law martial in time of actual war, invaſion, or re- 
oy the law, the ſame may be 
4 or exerciſed; an from time to time, to erect 
forts, and fortify any place or places within our ſaid colony, 


and the ſame to furniſh with all neceſſary ammunition, pro- 


viſion, and ſtores of war, for offence and defence; and to 


commit, from time to time, the cuſtody and government of 


the ſame to ſuch perſon or perſons as to them ſhall ſeem 


meet and the ſaid forts and fortifications to demoliſh at their 
pleaſure; and to take and ſurpriſe, by all ways and means 
Whatſoever, all and every ſuch perſon or perſons, with their 
mips, arms, ammunition, and other goods, as ſhall, in an 


hoſtile manner invade, or attempt the invading, conquering, 
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